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U.N. lifts Bosnian Sorb sanctions 

£2.7 “kI^naTO 

W lfgj* £“ *"^T I » «“~»y condilioni for^SLtan Of 
sanctions on the Bosnian Serbs. . . have been met ** £»,,«■„ 

Council President Madeleine Albright of the United States saitf 
•■Sanrtions have therefore been slspendS On tSS. .te 
counalreceived a letter from NATO saying that the Bosnian Serbs 
had withdrawn their forces from buffer zones established under 

A U N - resolulimTiaHs for 
’ r^ n ^ i ? n - U r a , day after «* commander of the NATO 
fortes in Bosnia sends a letter to the council certifvine that the 
Serbs had Withdrawn from the zones. The sanctions banned trade 

^‘/rfoS^rT'? f° n,rolled by Bosnian Serb forces, 
froze Bosnian Serb financial assets abroad and banned kev 
Bosnian Serb officials from travelling outside of Bosnia. 
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Italian team 
due in Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T..1 — An Ita- 
lian foreign ministry delega- 
tion leaves for Iraq on 
Wednesday to continue nego- 
tiations over the opening of 
an Italian interest office in 
Baghdad at the Hungarian 
embassy. The delegation, 
which consists of the deputy 
director of the Middle East 
department at the Italian 
foreign ministry, and a diplo- 
mat from the Italian embassy 
in Amman, will hold talks 
with Hungarian embassy offi- 
cials and is expected to' meet 
with tHe director of the Euro- 
pean department at the Iraqi 
foreign ministry. Sources said 
the talks are expected to be 
finalised by the beginning of 
May. The sources said the 
trip was planned before the 
recent developments in Iraq 
and is a follow-up on talks 
initiated in December last 
vear. Iraq severed its di- 
plomatic ties with Italy short- 
ly after the beginning of the 
Gulf war in 1991. 

BA may move some 
flights to Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — British 
Airways has warned that it 
will have to shift some of its 
TcS Aviv flights to Amman, 
the- carrier's director in Te! 
Aviv said. The director said 
Ben Gurion airport cannot 
deal with extra flights unless 
it is expanded. She said build- 
ing of a substitute airport in 
the desert, one hour from Tel 
Aviv, will not solve the prob- 
lem. The continuation of the 
current situation, she said, 
will affect Israel's tourist 
position in the region. 

Israeli soldiers 
shoot Palestinian j 

GAZA CITY (AP) — Israeli 
soldiers shot and wounded a 
Palestinian man Tuesday 
night in the Gaza Strip, 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials said. The Israeli army 
said one of its patrols stopped 
a Palestinian car on the main 
north-south road through 
Gaza, which is under Israeli 
control. When one passenger 
ran away and did not respond 
to calls to stop, the soldiers 
opened fire and hit him, the 
army said. 

3 killed in 
Lebanon attacks 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Guerrillas detonated a road- 
side bomb and ambushed a 
patrol of a pro-Israeli militia 
in South Lebanon Tuesday, 
killing three people and 
wounding two. Israel radio 
said a South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militiaman on leave i 
and his wife were killed in a 
roadside bomb blast that , 
wrecked their car near the 
town of Bint Jbeil in the 1 
western sector of an Israeli- j 
held, South Lebanon border , 
enclave. One other SLA 
lighter was killed and two 
were wounded when their 
patrol was hit by sagger mis- 
siles fired by the guerrillas 
near the southern village of 
Tin, SLA sources said. 


Ciller: Coalition 
deal will take time 

ROME (R) — Turkey’s care- 
taker Prime Minister Tancu 
Ciller said on Tuesday it 
would take some time to seal 
a rightist government coali- 
tion with a rival party — a 
move blocking an Islamist 
group from power. “We are 
going to start negotiations on 
Wednesday. It is probably 

f sing to take some time, but 
am hopeful that it will be as 
short as possible,” Ms. Ciller 
told reporters on a one-day 
Rome visit to discuss Euro- 
pean Union ties. 

Kaddoumi 

hospitalised 

CAIRO (AP) — Farouk 
Kaddoumi, who serves as the- 
Palestinian foreign minister, 
cancelled a visit to Cairo after 
he was hospitalised in Tunis 
With heart problems, Palesti- 
nian officials said Tuesday. 
The officials in Tunis and 
Cairo said Mr. Kaddoumi, 
62, was taken to hospital 
after complaining of chest 
pain. 


PNA holds dozens 
in new crackdown 

Israel said planning to tighten pressure by 
cutting off basic services to Palestinians 

RAMALLAH (Agencies) — suspected of being the bom- Gaza FlarnaS 
Palestinian pol/ce arrested ber who blew himself up in 

nearly 70 Islamic activists late the middle of a group of grOUP dlSOWIlS 
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RAMALLAH (Agencies) — 
Palestinian police arrested 
nearly 70 Islamic activists late 
Monday and Tuesday in a 
sweep ordered following the 
weekend suicide bombing in 
Israel. Palestinian sources 
said. 

The latest arrests brought 
to around 120 the total num- 
ber of militants detained by 
the Palestinian National Au- 
thority (PNA) since Israel 
demanded a crackdown on 
the extremists following the 
bombings Sunday which kil- 
led 25 people. The two bom- 
bers also died. 

Israeli police have detained 
relatives of two men from a 
camp outside Hebron sus- 
pected of being the suicide 
bombers, their families said. 

Palestinian sources said 
Israel believed the suicide 
bomber who killed 24 people 
and wounded 49 when he 
blew himself up in a Jeru- 
salem bus was Ibrahim 
Sarahna, a 26-year-old 
labourer and known Hamas 
militant who has not been 
seen since last week. 

Relatives of a second man, 
Majdi Abu Warda, 19, re- 
ported him missing since last 
week and sources said he was 


suspected of being the bom- 
ber who blew himself up in 
the middle of a group of 
soldiers in the southern city 
of Ashkelon, kitting one sol- 
dier and wounding 36. 

Hamas claimed responsi- 
bility for Sunday's twin 
attack. 

Jibril Sarahna, a relative of 
Ibrahim, said Israeli police 
arrested all five of Sarahna’s 
brothers and his mother 
Mariam late Monday and 
overnight. 

Police also arrested Abu 
Warda’s brothers and mother 
but later released the two 
women, relatives said. 

In another development. 
Israel's internal security 
minister said it appeared that 
an Arab-American shot dead 
by bystanders after his car 
rammed into a crowd at a 
Jerusalem bus stop had in- 
tended to cause carnage. 

Earlier, police said Ahmad 
Abdul Hamideh had 
apparently skidded and 
swerved on a wet road before 
accidently plouging his small 
sedan into the Israelis, killing 
one woman and injuring 22 
other people on Monday. 

(Continued on page 7) 


THE MAIN Gaza branch of 
the armed wing of Hamas 
declared Tuesday that it had 
reached a ceasefire agree- 
ment with the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and had no link to Sunday's 
suicide bombings in Israel. In 
a statement sent to news 
agencies here, the Gaza 
branch of the armed wing, 
l 22 eddin A1 Qassam, said the 
bombing was a bid to under- 
mine the ceasefire pact with 
the PNA. 

The statement appeared to 
signal a split between the 
main Lzzeddin Al Qassam 
branch in Gaza and Hamas 
guerrillas in the West Bank 
who claimed responsibility 
for the twin bombings. It said 
the “aim of the two attacks in 
Jerusalem and Ashkelon was 
a response to reports that 
there had been an agreement 
between the Palestinian 
National Authority and 
lzzeddin Al Qassam to stop 
military actions." 



BELGIAN PILE-UP: Firemen disentangle a lorry involved in a blazing 120-vehicle pile-up in thick fog on a 
motorway in northwestern Belgium on Tuesday. Dozens of cars and lorries were piled up in an apocapiyptic 
tangle of metal in a one-mile stretch of the E17 motorway, an artery which crosses Belgium from the northern 


up in an apocapiyptic 


port of Antwerp to the French city of Lille in the south. At Least 14 people died and dozens were injured in the 
crash (Reuter photo) 


Reports conflict over 
developments in Iraq 


Clinton 
seeks funds 
for F- 1 6s 
to Jordan 

WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on 
Tuesday requested congres- 
sional approval for funding to 
supply Jordan with 16 Lock- 
heed F-16 fighter jets in re- 
turn for the Kingdom's sup- 


Today’s policy statement will 
cover all issues, Muasher says 


Combined agency dispatches 

CONFLICTING 
ACCOUNTS of calm, unrest 
and more killings in Iraq re- 
lated to the defection and 
return home of Hussein 
Kamel, a former key official 
who was shot dead on Friday, 
were reported on Monday. 
But there was little indepen- 
dent confirmation of the 
actual situation in the trou- 
bled country. 

Reuter reported from 
Baghdad that the situation 
was normal in the Iraqi capit- 
al and said Western diplo- 
mats could not confirm re- 
ports of clashes in the pres- 
idential palace or enhanced 
security measures in the 
capital. 

But the Associated Press, 
in a dispatch from Amman, 
quoted Iraqi opposition 
groups as claiming that 
clashes between President 
Saddam Hussein's supporters 
and relatives of Hussein 
Kamel and his brother Sad- 
dam Kamel, who was also 
killed on Friday along with 
another brother Hakim and 
father Kamel, had erupted 
across the country. 

Agenee France Presse, also 
quoting Iraqi exiles, said the 
family of Saddam Hussein 
had been torn by fighting and 
executions since the killings 
of the Kamels. It also quoted 
family members as saying 
that two sisters of Hussein 


Kamel, the husband of one of 
them and their children were 
also killed. 

Iraqi sources close to the 
family, however, said lare 
Tuesday they had no con- 
firmation of the new killings. 

“Forty of his relatives have 
been liquidated, including 
women and children,” 
Hamed Bayati, a spokesman 
for the Supreme Council of 
the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq (SCIRI), told AFP when 
he was contacted in London. 

Iraqi authorities said the 
Kamels were killed on Friday 
by relatives trying to restore 
family honour. They added 
that three other people, in- 
cluding a child, and two of 
the assailants were also kil- 
led. 

But the opposition accused 
President Saddam himself of 
having ordered the killings. 

“I drove in the heart of 
Baghdad yesterday night af- 
ter dining with a Western 
journalist. I saw nothing un- 
usual,” said one diplomat 
quoted by Reuters. 

A Reuters correspondent 
passed twice by the presiden- 
tial palace on Monday, driv- 
ing across Iraq's famous Sus- 
pension Bridge which directly 
leads to the palace. Two sen- 
tries in ceremonial uniform 
stood guard at the gate. The 
area was open to traffic. 

The Suspension Bridge, 
wrecked by allied bombing 
during the 1991 Gulf war 


over Kuwait, is now the pride 
of Iraq's post-war reconstruc- 
tino drive. 

Travellers arriving in 
Baghdad from Tikrit and 
Mosul said they were not 
aware of any clashes in Tik- 
rit, the birthplace of Presi- 
dent Saddam and his family. 

Some reports said that 
President Saddam's son, 
Uday and Qusai, have also 
widened the apparent purge 
of the defectors' family and 
supporters to the Iraqi lead- 
ers' half-brothers, with whom 
they have been feuding for 
some time in an internal pow- 
er struggle. 

None of these often con- 
flicting reports could be inde- 
pendently verified and a jour- 
nalist contacted by telephone 
in Baghdad said the Iraqi 
capital was quiet Tuesday, 
with no reports of unrest, AP 
said. 

Adel Ibrahim, a spokes- 
man for the Iraqi embassy in 
Amman, denied the reports 
of unrest and said: “This is 
propaganda aimed at instigat- 
ing instability.” 

The latest opposition re- 
ports, if they are to be be- 
lieved, would indicate that 
the return of the Kamels, 
who had been married to two 
of President Saddam's daugft- 
■ ters, may have reopened fis- 
sures within the Baghdad 
hierarchy. 

(Continued on page 7} 


port for the Middie East 
peace process. 

The transfer would include 
12 F-16AS and four F-16Bs to 
be leased to Jordan at a cost 
of 5200 million to the U.S. 
government. Defence Secret- 
ary William Perry discussed 
the deal in Jordan and Israel 
in January and Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres 
assured him that Israel sup- 
ported it. 

White House Chief of Staff 
Leon Panetta discussed the 
request at a meeting with 
'House and Senate appropria- 
tion committee leaders on the 
need to approve a 
government-wide spending 
bill to fund several agencies 
whose spending power ex- 
pires March 15. 

“The transfer of the F-16 
aircraft to Jordan will contri- 
bute to Jordanian security, as 
well as to the security in the 
entire region, and further the 
commitment made by the 
United States to support Jor- 
dan’s efforts to further the 
Middle East peace process,” 
Mr. Clinton said in a letter to 
House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt Gingrich. 

The administration stres- 
sed that the fighters would 
meet the “legitimate defence 
needs" of Jordan. 

To avoid congressional 
objections, the administra- 
tion said it planned to offset 
the spending with $60 million 
already allocated for grants 
to Jordan in 1996 and 1997 
and with a $140 million re- 
duction in research and de- 
velopment at the Defence 
Department. 


By Caroline Faraj 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of In- 
formation Marwan Muasher 
said yesterday the govern- 
ment's policy statement 
which will be read by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Al 
Kabariti before Parliament 
today clearly defines the gov- 
ernment's policies in all 
fields. 

Speaking to the press after 
a regular Cabinet meeting. 
Dr. Muasher said Che final 
say on the statement will be 
for the House members. He 
declined to give any guesses 
on the votes that will be given 
in favour of the government. 

An announcement by the 
House Tuesday said deputies 
will start their debate of the 
policy statement Saturday. 


The vote of confidence will 
take place after the conclu- 
sion of the debate, which 
usually takes two to three 
days. 

Dr. Muasher said the 
Cabinet decided in Tuesday's 
session, held under the chair- 
manship of Mr. Kabariti, to 
set April 15 as the date for 
by-elections in Balqa. 

One of Balqa govemo- 
rate's parliamentary seats fell 
vacant by the death of Depu- 
ty Ibrahim Shihdeh last 
month. 

The Cabinet also decided 
to set up an office at the 
Prime Ministry to receive in- 
vestors' complaints. This re- 
flects the government’s 
genuine desire to find swift 
solutions to problems facing 
investors and removing 
obstacles faring them. Dr. 


Muasher said. 

Dr. Muasher announced 
that the government had 
completed negotiations with 
the Israeli government on 
Jordanian prisoners held in 
the Jewish state. 

“It was derided that the 
first group of six prisoners 
will be released on Thursday , 
morning,” the minister said. 

He identified the six as 
Othman Abdul Aziz Oth-' 
man, Ali Mahmoud Riyadh, . 
Kamel Mohammad Asheh, 
Jihad Al Safadi, Riyad Sam- 1 
loukh, and Mohammad Al 
Joulan. 

He said a second group of 
seven to ten prisoners will be 
released within two weeks. A- 
total of 36 Jordanians were 
held in Israeli jails, he said. 

(Continued ou page 7) 


U.N. deplores Cuban downing of U.S. 
planes after Clinton imposes sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — After marathon 
negotiations and a dispute 
with China, the United States 
on Tuesday succeeded in get- 
ting the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil to deplore Cuba's downing 
of two American-based civi- 
lian aircraft. 

The 15-member council 
approved unanimously, with- 
out a vote, a statement that 
was considerably milder than 
the one originally proposed 
by Washington. 

Bui U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright persisted 
in. getting criticism of Cuba 
on record and kept the coun- 
cil in session almost non-stop 
since late on Sunday. She 
also exchanged harsh words 
with Chinese Ambassador 
Qin Huasun, who wanted to 
postpone adoption, diplo- 
mats said. 

The council's statement 


“strongly deplores” the 
attack by the Cuban air force 
on Saturday, which blasted 
out of the sky tow Cessna 
planes belonging to the exile 
group Brothers to the Res- 
cue. Four people are believed 
dead. 

It also asks the Montreal- 
based International Civil 
Aviation Organisation, a 
U.N. agency, to “investigate 
this incident in its entirety" 
and report back to the coun- 
cil. 

The statement recalled that 
under a 1944 international 
civil aviation treaty "states 
must refrain from the use of 
weapons against civil aircraft 
in flight and must not endan- 
ger the lives of persons on 
board and the safety of air- 
craft." 

The original U.S.-drafted 
text asked the council to 
"condemn" the attack as an 


“unlawful use of force," cal- 
led on Cuba to provide com- ' 
pensation for families of 
those killed in the incident 
and raised the possibility of 
further measures at some fu- 
ture date. None of this lan- 
guage was in the final text- 1, 

Cuba insists the twai- 
planes, which the United' 
States says were unarmed^ 
were downed inside its airs- 
pace after their crews refused 
to obey instructions to turn 
back and told Cuban air traf- 
fic controllers that they 
would fly on towards Hay^-i 
na. - } 

Cuba's U.N. ambassador; 
Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla; 
said that his country had been 
provoked time and time 
again by "terrorist” activities 
from Miami Cuban exile 
groups, which were protected 

(Continued on page 7» ^ 1 


Iraq: Oil deal with 
Jordan unchanged 


Iraq-U.N. oil talks to resume on March 1 1 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq’s oil 
minister Amir Rasheed said 
on Tuesday his country was 
committed to supplying Jor- 
dan with its oil needs and 
Baghdad would honour its 
obligations. 

"The oil deal (with Jordan) 
still stands and is based on 
the interests of the two coun- 
tries. Iraq is committed to the 
deal and its execution in the 
positive manner,” Mr. 
Rasheed told Reuters. 

Under a deal signed last 
year, Iraq is to meet all Jor- 
dan's oil needs in 1996, which 
amount to about 4.4 million 
tonnes of crude and by- 
products. 

Political ties between the 
two countries soured in Au- 


gust last year when Jordan 
provided refuge to two senior 
Iraqi defectors, killed in 
Baghdad on Friday after their 
return home. 

However, the two coun- 
tries are striving not to let 
their political tensions affect 
trade. Last month a delega- 
tion of about 25 Jordanian 
businessmen was in Baghdad 
lobbying to safeguard lucra- 
tive Iraq trade. 

Mr. Rasheed said: "TTiere 
was contact with the Jorda- 
nian side on Monday on how 
to carry our the deal on a 
daily basis." 

The oil exports to Jordan are 
allowed despite wide-ranging 
U.N. sanctions imposed on 
Iraq after its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — A second round of 
oil-for-food talks between 
Iraq and the United Nations 
will be held in New York on 
March 11, U.N. spokes- 
woman Sylvana Foa 
announced Tuesday. 

“Discussions will resume 
on March 11,” Ms. Foa told a 
news briefing. She declined 
to answer questions on 
whether the talks would be 
held at a technical or political 
level. 

A first round of technical 
talks wound up here on Feb. 
19. 

The talks arc aimed at 
securing the implementation 
of Resolution 986. which 
would enable Iraq to resume 
limited oil exports in reiurn 
for humanitarian supplies for 
■its people. 


Diplomatic sources in 
Baghdad said Iraq plans to 
send a senior delegation to 
New York next week to 
smooth the way for the 
second round of talks. 

The delegation, expected 
to arrive in New York late 
next week, is likely to include 
figures senior to" the Iraqi 
official who conducted the 
first round of talks and could 
even be headed by Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz, 
the sources said. 

Abdul Amir Al Anbari, 
Iraq's ambassador to UN- 
ESCO who led Baghdad's 
delegation to the first round 
of talks, has been in the Iraqi 
capital since last week discus- 
sing the progress of negotia- 
tions with the Iraqi lead- 
ership. 

Iraqi Oil Minister Amir 


Rasheed said on Tuesday he 
expected further negotiations 
but conceded a number of 
issues remain to be resolved 
before Resolution 986 could 
be implemented. 

“Some officials are going 
to New York next week. 
They will be on a higher level 
than Anbari,” said a senior 
diplomat, describing the indi- 
viduals as "political'' figures 
rather than technocrats. 

Diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the information on the up- 
coming mission had come 
from Iraqi officials and it 
appeared details were still 
not settled. 

The sources said the de- 
legation would aim at “im- 
proving conditions" for a 
second round of talks. If Mr. 
Aziz headed the mission, he 


would likely seek talks with 
all senior figures at the Un- 
ited Nations willing to see 
him. 

The first round of talks on 
allowing Iraq to export S2 
billion of oil over a six-month 
period to buy food and medi- 
cine ended inconclusively. 

However. Mr. Rasheed 
continued Iraq's upbeat 
approach, telling Reuters in 
an interview on the 24th 
anniversary of the nationa- 
lisation of the oil industry 
that the talks were positive, 
with good intentions on both 
sides. 

But he said: "There are 
still points which need further 
dialogue on this subject. We 
hope they will be settled in 
the coming round.” 

Mr. Rasheed would not say 
if Iraq would formally accept 


the U.N. resolution, which it 
has always rejected because; 
of conditions it says infringe? 
on Iraqi sovereignty. . * 

“Iraq entered talks to lay 
down arrangements for an 
oil-for-food mechanisin'. 
Iraq's acceptance or rejection 
of the resolution has not been 
mentioned,” he said. 

In Washington, Kuwait’s 
head of state will ask Presi J ■ 
dent Bill Clinton Wednesday ' 
for help to uncover the fate of 
hundreds of prisoners still 
held in Iraq in the aftermath 
of the 1990 occupation, a 
Kuwaiti official said. 

The emir of Kuwait; 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah , will also discuss arms 
purchases and security 

(Continued on page 7) ■- 
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Greece 
short of 
strong EU 
support in 
row with 
Turkey 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Greece 
won only lukewarm support 
from its European Union 
(EU) partners Monday in a 
dispute with Turkey over a 
tiny islet in the Aegean Sea. 

At their monthly meeting. 
EU foreign ministers backed 
Greek, insistence that Turkey 
take its claims to the interna- 
tional Court of Justice in the 
Hague, Netherlands. 

But they stopped short of 
endorsing Greece's position 
in its month-long standoff 
with Turkey, limiting them- 
selves to calls for a peaceful 
solution. 

“We appealed to the two 
to begin a dialogue and to 
avoid the threats of war,” 
said Italian Foreign Minister 
Susanna Agnelli, who 
chaired the meeting. 

Comments by EU minis- 
ters were a far cry from a 
declaration issued Feb. S by 
the EU commission, the 
bloc's executive body, ex- 
pressing “full solidarity" with 
Greece. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette said the 
commission “went a little bit 
beyond its competence" in its 
statement. 


Longstanding territorial 
disputes in the Aegean pose 
thorny problems for Western 
governments because Turkey 
and Greece are NATO allies 
in a turbulent region. 

Greece’s EU partners have 
been angered by Greece's 
veto of hill implementation 
of a customs union with Tur- 
key that supporters argue is 
essential to bind Turkey 
closely to the West. 

Athens refused again Mon- 
day to approve a 375 million 
European currency unit 
(S4S6 million) aid package 
for Turkey that was supposed 
to go along with the customs 
union to help Turkey adjust 
to freer trade. 

Given the high stakes of 
building closer ties to Ank- 
ara, Spanish Foreign Minister 
Carlos Westendrop said 
Greece’s veto of the aid pack- 
age was like “killing a fly with 
a canon.” 


Questions of several deputies answered today 
before government presents policy statement 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Before the gov- 
ernment presents its policy 
statement to the Lower 
House of Parliament today, it 
will have to reply to numer- 
ous complaints filed by law- 
makers. 

The new government of 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti will 
have to respond to questions 
raised during the term the 
government of Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker that ended early 
this month. 

Answers to the questions 
were filed by the concerned 
ministers in the Sharif Zeid 
government but were not for- 
mally presented in the House 
because of time limitations. 

The questions in today’s 
session tackle mainly the per- 
formance of governors, joint 
Jordanian-Israeli flights 
staged last year and the vehi- 
cles given to directors at the 
Ministry of Education. 


A lengthy question by Isla- 
mic Action Front (IaF) De- 
puty Bassam Emoush, filed 
last December, raised the 
issue of performance of gov- 
ernors, privileges given to 
them and whether former 
and present governors ex- 
ploited their positions for 
personal gains and expropri- 
ated government-owned 
lands for personal purposes. 
Dr. Emoush also asked the 
minister if he had a full list of 
all who served as governors 
in the past 10 years. 

In a written reply submit- 
ted to the Parliament's secre- 
tariat on Jan. 18, the then- 
minister of interior, Salameh 
Hammad, said he was not 
aware about misuse of office 
by governors or of registra- 
tion of state lands in gov- 
ernors' names. However, Mr. 
Hammad said he would in- 
vestigate the issue and would 
provide all the necessary in- 
formation as soon as the 


Ministry of Interior receives 
more details from the depart- 
ments of licence and of land 
and survey. 

It is not known whether 
Dr. Emoush woudl expand 
on the subject or whether the 
new minister of interior, 
Awad Khleifat, would give a 
different answer to that of his 
predecessor. The govern- 
ment has the right to explain 
or abstain from answering if 
it sees that the answer written 
in the House's records was 
sufficient. 

Another question was filed 
last December by another 
IAF deputy, Abdul Aziz Ja- 
ber, who asked what was the 
objective of staging joint 
flights of* Jordanian and 
Israeli planes last year. 

The then-prime minister, 
Sharif Zeid, said in his reply 
in January that the joint 
flights were staged to mark 
the first anniversary of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 


ty signed in October 1994. 

A third IAF deputy, 
Ahmad Kasasbeh, asked the 
former minister of education, 
Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, on 
vehicles given ito general 
directors at the ministry and 
whether there was a legal 
basis for such a privilege for 
them. 

Mr. Rawabdeh explained 
in.his replay that 12 cars were 
bought at a cost of JD 
. 152,100 and given to direc- 
tors at the ministry's depart- 
ments in Karak, Irbid, Balqa, 
MaFraq and Amman. He 
added that the move was in 
line with a decision taken by 
the prime minister last year. 

The question and answers 
will be read today and prob- 
ably reexamined as the con- 
cerned deputy or minister 
finds fit. 

In several sessions, new 
governments had different 
answers from their predeces- 
sors. 


Major scrapes home in vote 
over arms-for-Iraq report 


LONDON (AFP) — Con- 
servative Prime Minister 
John Major's government 
scraped home with a majority 
of one in a crucial parliamen- 
tary vote Monday on a report 
implicating two of its minis- 
ters in illegal arms sales to 
Iraq. 

Members of parliament 
backed Mr. Major 320 to 319 
votes after a six-and-a-half- 
hour debate, thereby warding 
off the threat of a subsequent 
vote of no-confidence which 
the opposition Labour Party 
would almost certainly have 
called in the event of a gov- 
ernment defeat. 

Opposition hopes of a win 
rose in the feverish moments 
before the result was 
announced as it emerged that 
all nine Ulster Unionist MPs 
— who have come to Major’s 
rescue before — bad voted 
against the government. 

But last minute arm- 
twisting by Conservative Par- 
ty managers paid off as 
enough would-be Tory rebels 
were persuaded to the party „••• 
line. Only two voted with the 
opposition. 

MP Peter Thurnhan.. — 
who resigned from the Tories- ■ 
last week, reducing Mr. Ma- 


jor’s parliamentary majority 
to just two votes — also 
voted against the govern- 
ment. 

Earlier, the government 
had announced several con- 
cessions to improve ministe- 
rial accountability and move 
towards more openness on 
arms sales in a bid to woo 
backbench critics. 

Former Tory Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher 
weighed into the argument in 
the House of Lords, forceful- 
ly backing the government's 
contention that there had 
been no change in the guide- 
lines on arms sales to Iraq 
and no attempt to mislead 
parliament. • • 

After the one-vote win was 
announced, Mr. Major com- 
mented: “Parliament has 
now discussed Sir Richard 
Scott's report. Now it is time 
to get down to the detailed 
work of taking forward his 
recommendations." 


The object of the vote was 
the Scott Commission’s 
1,800-page report on allega- 
tions the government 
allowed, encouraged and 
assisted British companies to 
violate the embargo, then 
misled parliament about it. 

Issued 13 days ago, the 
report was particularly critic- 
al of Chief Treasury Secret- 
ary William Wal degrave and 
Attorney General Nicholas 
Lyell. 

In the days after the re- 
lease of the report, Mr. Ma- 
jor dug his heels in, saying he 
would not yield to vociferous 
opposition demands for the 
two ministers’ heads, even if 
it cost him crucial votes. 


Violence 
rages in 
Algeria 


The late-night vote was on 
the - report^ 1 a three-year 
mquiry ‘by~Sc6tt' into British 
arms sales to Iraq in the. late 
198Qscvand'_ early 1990s, in 
violation of an embargo in 
force at the time. 


Mr. Waldegrave, said the 
report, deliberately misled 
parliament by failing to in- 
form it that government 
guidelines on sales to Iraq 
had been altered. 

Mr. Lyell was faulted for 
pressuring ministers to sign 
public interest immunity cer- 
tificates, the so-called gag 
orders- that' withheld" crudal 
government 'documents 'from 
die defence in a criminal, trial- 
of three businessmen charged 
with illegal arms sales. 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
security forces killed 38 guer- 
rillas in their latest operations 
in the violence-hit country, 
bringing to 60 the number 
reported slain in the past, 
week, security sources said. 

The latest sweeps, in 12 of 
the country's 48 provinces, 
took place during six days up 
to Sunday. 

A statement by the security 
services, carried by Algeria's 
official news agency APS, 
said six of the rebels died in 
the Saharan town of 
Laghouat on Friday. Another 
five were shot dead in the 
northeastern mountain town 
of Batna on Saturday. 

The others, described as 
“criminals” — Algeria's offi- 
cial shorthand for guerrillas 
trying to overthrow the au- 
thorities — died singly or in 
groups of two or three. 

On Sunday, Algerian 
security forces reported they 
had killed 22 rebels in the 
past week — apparently riot 
included in the latest toll. 
Among the 22 Were four cor- 
nered in Kouba, a suburb of 
the capital. 


Israel's options limited in response to bombings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Israelis gritted their 
teeth and some demanded 
swift reprisals against mili- 
tants who launched their 
bloodiest strike ever with two 
suicide bombings. 

In response, Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres sealed bor- 
ders with the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and suspended 
ties with Yasser Arafat's self- 
rule government. 

But neither measure was 
expected to last long — an 
indication that Israel's long- 
term options are limited. 

Mr. Peres himself said he 
would not freeze the process 
as his right-wing Likud 
opposition is demanding and 
would go forward with the 
next steps in the peace pro- 
cess. 

These include the with- 
drawal of most Israeli troops 
from Hebron in late March 
and the start of talks on 
sensitive issues like Jeru- 
salem and the future of Jew- 
ish settlements in May. 

Military action also was 
unlikely. 

“The problem is known: in 
the face of a lone terrorist 
who is ready to commit 


suicide, neither we nor any 
other country has found a 
comprehensive solution." 
said Police Minister Moshe 
Shah ah 

Jamil Hamami. a spokes- 
man for the militant Islamic 
group Hamas in Jerusalem, 
said tough measures would 
only backfire. 


“Any repressive measure 
taken in reaction will have a 
backlash,’’ he warned. 

In a leaflet. Hamas claimed 
responsibility for the car- 
bomb attacks in that killed 25 
people and wounded scores 
of others Sunday. It said they 
were in reprisal for the Jan. 5 
assassination of Yahiya 
Ayash, the master bomb 
maker known as "the en- 
gineer." 

Hamas made an offer: 
Militants would stop suicide 
bombings if Israel would free 
Palestinian prisoners, includ- 


ing Hamas spiritual guide 


Sheikh Ahmad Yassin. 

David Kimche, head of the 
Israel council on foreign rela- 
tions, said radicals used the 
killing of Ayash and the 
anniversary of the 1994 Heb- 
ron massacre as pretexts. 


Their real goal was to halt the 
peace process. 

“They will find any exuse 
they can to continue terror- 
ism, especially before the 
elections," said Mr. Kimche, 
former director-general of 
the foreign ministry. "They 
are absolutely determined to 
change the government." 

The bombings, which he 
expected to continue, were a 
“bad blow" to Mr. Peres’ 
election chances, Mr. Kim- 
che said. 

Palestinians say the only 
way to end the cycle of vio- 
lence and reprisal is to 
change conditions on the 
ground: end land confisca- 
tion, release thousands of 
Palestinian prisoners and 
allow free travel and trade 
between Israel and the auton- 
omous areas. 

Qosing the borders with 
the autonomous West Bank 
and Gaza Strip has reduced 
violence but also caused 
more anger and unrest 
among Palestinians cut off 
from jobs in -Israel. 

“Collective punishment 
measures cannot solve the 
question of violence," said 
Hanan Ashrawi, a member of 


the newly-elected Palestinian 
self-rule council. 

"They create more tension 
and pressure and instability 
and are conducive to more 
violence,’’ she said. "The 
only way to stop the cycle of 
violence is to make the peace 
process effective on the 
ground and remove the 
causes of friction." 

More Than 60,000 Palesti- 
nians work in Israel and bring 
in £4 million a day. 


weak economy "feeds ex- 
tremism, fundamentalism 
and violence.” 


Samir Abdullah, a Palesti- 
nian economist, said a long- 
term closure would bring ab- 
out a collapse of the Palesti- 
nian economy and weaken 
Mr. Arafat's Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

"The closure influences all 
aspects of life, and the 
Palestinian economy will be 1 
victim to a whirlwind of un- 
employment. More factories 
and institutions will close," 
he said. _ — 

“The closure delays vio- 
lence but does not end it. To, 
end violence, it is important, 
for people to feel the fruits of. 
peace.” 

Mr. Peres indicated he 
agreed, saying Sunday that a 


Nonetheless, there were 
mounting calls inside and 
outside the government for a 
permanent separation of 
.Israel from the autonomous 
areas. This was coupled with 
sharp criticism of Mr. Peres 
for ending an 11-day closure 
amid well-publicised Shin Bet 
warnings that extremists 
planned more bombings. 

Mr. Shahal, the police 
minister, said the police are 
“almost permanently in 
favour of closure" and that 
he would recommend the 
borders stay shut until Arafat 
cracks down on Hamas lead- 


ers. 


Zeev Schiff, a leading 
military commentator and 
correspondent for the 
Haaretz newspaper, said the 
pressure of a closure would 
force Mr. Arafat to overcome 
his reluctance to act against 
Hamas, which has a large 
following in the Gaza Strip. 

"The closure must exist," 
he wrote, “because it pro- 
tects our security as long as 
activities like these last.” 


Political confusion reigns # is 
in Iran ahead of elections 


to 



TEHRAN (AFP) — Total 
confusion surrounds cam- 
paigning for Iran’s general 
elections on March 8, cloud- 
ing the Islamic republic’s 
already complex political 
landscape. 

Amid bitter rivalries and 
recriminations ahead of the 

parliamentary poll, no poli- 
tical group has been allowed 
to present its candidates or 
unveil its programmes. 

Despite the absence of par- 
ties with dear policies nd foe 
fact that the campaign will 
not officially start until 
Thursday, an electoral battle 
is already underway in the 
press and through leaflets 
and tracts banded ont in the 
streets. 

But most of the players in 
foe campaign are either un- 
identified or they resort to 
allusions and defamation to 
sideline 'their rivals rather 
than political argument. 

Two main forces have: so 
far emerged from foe elector- 
al chaos, although they lack 
dear definition or a platform. 

On the right of the political 
spectrum is the Association 
of Militant Clergy (AMC), an 
umbrella group comprising of 
conversative Shiite Muslim 
clergymen and a large prop- 
ortion of the Tehran’s mer- 
chant class. 

The AMC, which domin- 
ates foe political establish- 
ment including the outgoing 
parliament, is the only group 
which has announced some of 
its candidates for the Tehran 
constituency. 

On the opposite side to the 
AMC are foe moderates who 
formed a movement last 
month called the "Servants of 
Construction” m a bid to 
challenge the conservatives 
for seats. 

However, only the 16 
founders of the group — 


•comprising of. 10 ministers, 
four vice-presidents, the gov- 
ernor of the central bank and 
the mayor of Tehran — have 
been identified. 

The 10 ministers were later 
forced to withdraw for legal 
reasons and under conserva- 
tive pressure. 

The “servants” reportedly 
support President All Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, but the 
president, who is a member 
of the AMC, has so far re- 
frained from acknowledging 
their allegiance. 

The differences between 
the two main forces are not 
clearly defined. In an indica- 
tion of foe bizarre complex- 
ities of Iran’s political life, 10 
ont of the “servants" candi- 
dates for Tehran are also on 
foe rival list of foe AMC. 

The “servants” have gone 
to great lengths to minimise 
their differences with the 
conservatives, who propagate 
foe traditional political line * 
no one dares challenge. 

They back the principle of 
the Velayat-e-Faghih, or reli- 
gious government, in Iran’ 
and demand absolute obedi- 
ence to paramount leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

Conservative leaders have 
repeatedly accused the mod- 
erates of betraying these two 
main principles of the coun- 
try’s theocratic system of gov- 
ernment, installed after foe 
1979 Islamic revolution. 

To head off such accusa- 
tions, Vice-President Ataoilah 
Mohajerani, who is one of 
foe "servants,” said last week 
that his group had no 
"ideological differences" 
with the conservative faction. 

In the absence of electoral 
programme, slogans used by 
foe two factions are also of no 
help in dispelling confusion in 
the minds of foe voters. 

Among the mottos used by 


foe conservatives are: “Sup- 
port for the path of Imam” 
Khomeini, in reference to the 
founder of the Islamic repub- 
lic Ayatollah Ruhollab 
Khomeini, “obedience to the 
. leader and support for Raf- 
sanjani.” 

The moderates, for their 
part, use such slogans as 
"under foe banner of the 
leader," “development of the 
country,”* and "foe dignity of 
Islam.” 

Their leaflets and poster 
are no dearer. Under por- 
triats of Khomeini and his 
successor, they simply call for 
a massive turnout in foe elec- 
tion. 

Only the colours used are 
different — the "servants” 
using foe red, white and 
green of the Iranian flag in 
their advertisements and the 
conservatives a solid orange. 

Besides these main forces, 
two other factions have 
emerged ahead of foe polls: 
foe Association for foe De- 
’ fence of the Values of the 
Islamic Revolution, headed 
by hardline clergyman 
Mohammad Mohammad! 
Reyshahri, and the left-wing 
Organisation of the Mu- 
jaheddin of the Islamic Re- 
volution, 

These two movements,, 
along with foe liberal opposi- 
tion Liberation Movement of' 
Iran (LMT), have so faT play- 
ed only a marginal role in the 
electoral battle. 

The LMI, headed by for- 
mer foreign minister Ebra- 
him Razdi, bad seen four of 
its hopefuls get foe go-ahead 
from the interior ministry to 
stand for foe first time in 16 
years. But sources dose to 
the group said Monday they 
had been rejected by the 
Council of Supervision, 
which oversees the election 
process. 


jriionj 




Communal strife tears 
Egyptian village apart 


KAFR DUMYAN, Egypt 
(AFP) — Police are out in 
force in the Nile Delta village 
of Kafr Dumyan where vio- 
lence between Christians and 
Muslims, has left deep tension 
between foe two communi- 
ties. 

Riot police with helmets 
and plastic shields Mode ac- 
cess to the centre of foe 
village, some 150 kilometres 
northeast of Cairo. 

Violence erupted in the 
village on Saturday after a 
rumour that the local priest 
planned to expand foe church 
and build an extra room on it, 
according to foe Interior 
Ministry. 

It said a policeman and 
three civilians were injured 
and 41 houses burned when 
“several thousand residents 
gathered and tried to attack 
the church and foe priest's 
home.” 


shattered toilet 

“They come from here and 
from neighbouring villages — 
young, old; women, children, 
at least. 5,000 of .them. All 
this because ‘‘our... priest 
wanted to 'expand the 
church," Mr. Khali] said. 

He accused the Gamaa 
Islamiyah (Islamic Group) 
militant movement of bring 
behind the riot, saying, 
“there have been problems 
for about a month. The press- 
ure went up during the holi- 
day” marking foe end of foe 


month-long Ramadan fast. 
"A third of 


foe village are 
Christians, two thirds Mus- 
lim” out of a population of 
8,000, he said, showing foe 


blue cross Egypt's Coptic 
i their 


The t churcb’s short white 
steeple trapped by a cross 
rises above the mud-brick 
houses of the village, sur- 
rounded by fields and criss- 
crossed by irrigation canals 
its walls are charred black in 
places after being attacked by 
foe mob. Firefighters stand 
by in the town in case of a 
repeat of arson attacks that 
followed the ripting.;. 

At the edge of town next 
door to a mosque, Lutfi Ibra- 
him Khalil, a 50-year-old 
Christian tailor, showed his 
borne, stripped .and looted 
during the violence. 

"Muslims took everything: 
foe five doors, foe windows, 
the furniture, foe mattresses. 
Everything," he said. On the 
floor were foe shards of a 


Christians tattoo on 
wrist. 

“This is foe first time such 
a thing has happened,” be 
said. 

Then a policeman inter- 
rupted, saying: "The inci- 
dents lasted only half an hour 
and everything was returned 
to order. The governor vi- 
sited and the situation is 
calm.” 


"There was a little problem 
around foe church. It has 
nothing to do with religion,” 
foe policeman said, identify- 
ing himself only as “the 
chief." 

The “incidents” were 
sparked by a scuffle between 
a village guard and another 
man in front of foe church, be 
said. 

Local Muslims refused to 

discuss the events in “Kafr A 

Afi,” the name they give 
instead of foe Christian “Kafr 
A Dumyan.” 


'Iran, France 
want better 
relations' 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran and 
France have a mutual desire 
to improve their relations but 
it. will talre. time, French, 
Housing and, Transport 
Minister Bernard Pons said 
Monday. 

Mr. Pons, the first senior 
French official to visit Iran in 
five years, was speaking after 
meeting Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

He said that despite its 
economic and political prob- 
lems, ‘‘things are happening 
in ban which has large poten- 
tial, and the time is right to 
try to develop our coopera- 
tion.” * 

Nevertheless, he added 
that any normalisation would 
be within foe three-year-old 
“critical dialogue” between 
Iran ana the European Un- 
ion, which is snagged on the 
Islamic republic’s alleged 
support for terrorism, human 
rights abuses and foe 1989 
fatwa (religious decree) con- 
demning British writer Sal- 
man Rushdie to death. 

"We we can’t expect big 
changes soon to Fran co- 
Iranian relations,” Mr. Pom 
said. 

He said he discussed with 
Mr. Rafsanjani foe thorny 
issue of foe Rushdie fatwa, 
passed by Ayatollah R abol- 
ish Khomeini in response to 
the novel. The Satanic 
Verses, judged blasphemous 
by many Muslims. 

Mr. Pons had already 
raised foe issue which has 
poisoned Irani an -EU rela- 
tions for seven years as soon 
as he arrived here Sunday in 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati. 
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Fava i beans 500000 

£ ari,c -- 1000«W 

wape Fruit 250/120 

if™* 430/300 

Marrow (large) 120/80 

Marrow (small) 20QA120 

On»n (dry) 220/ 160 

ffrcnge 3SO/250 

Er* 850/700 

j^PPer (sweet) 480/350 

220/150 ■ 

Smng Beans 750/600 

*P an| ch 170 /100 

Tomato 200/120 . 
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News 


Ministry to launch programme 
to promote self-sufficiency 
among underprivileged 
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By Lola Keilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

Amman — In a bid to 
teduce the rate of poverty 
and unemployment and to 
make up for the hike In the 
prices of commodities 
-which do not meet with 
current pay scales,” the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment will introduce 
Jl income- generating 


projects for underprivileged 
amities in all toe gover- 
noraies rather than continue 
jo provide monthly govern- 
mental stipends to the poor, 
Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Hammad Abu Jam- 
mous said Tuesday. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Jammous the programme of 
stipends will be reduced so 
that a process of encourag- 
ing the underprivileged 
towards self-sufficiency 
can be implemented. 

Mr. Abu Jammous told 
the Jordan Times that three 
governmental and semi- 
govemmental organisations 
will allocate the funds to 
implement a plan which 
would in the long-run allow 
underprivileged members 
of tbe society to depend on 
themselves. 

. “We plan to bring togeth- 
(er the poor and unemployed 
and set them op with small 
income-generating projects 


which would be fi nanced 
by the government, to 
enable this sector of the 
society to become self-suf- 
ficient/* he said. 

According to official fig- 
ures the unemployment rate 
stands at 15 percent. 18 per 
cent of the society are con- 
sidered at the poverty level, 
and the recent price hikes in 
basic daily commodities 
compared with recent gov- 
ernment pay raises leave a 
gap of 70 per cent. 

‘The prices of commodi- 
ties in the past 10 years 
have gone up 90 per cent, 
while government salaries 
have risen 20 per cent, leav- 
ing a gap of 70 per cent," 
said the minister. 

The ministry along with 
the National Aid Fund, the 
Zakat Fund, and tbe Devel- 
opment and Employment 
Fund will provide interest- 
free loans to eligible citi- 
zens. According to the min- 
ister, 25 per cent of the loan 
will be written-off as an 
incentive for successful 
projects. 

Mr. Abu Jammous* 
stressed that a feasibility 
study for each project 
would be carried out 
through the ministry', before 
proceeding. 

He stressed on the impor- 
tance of the practicality of 
each project and its adapt- 


ability to the environment 
in which it will be imple- 
mented. 

’“The projects could be in 
agriculture, handicrafts, 
and animal raising,*’ he 
said. 

According to the minister 
the most underprivileged 
areas are the south and 
north east of the Kingdom 
and eastern Amman. 

The ministry will intro- 
duce pilot projects in these 
areas first, the minister 
said. 

Mr. Abu Jammous said it 
was too early to give an 
estimate of the amount of 
funds required or the num- 
ber of individuals which 
will benefit from these pro- 
jects. But he stressed that in 
order for the ministry to 
address the issues of unem- 
ployment and poverty 
through income-generating 
projects, the ministry will 
require tbe cooperation of 
the private sector. 

“We will not be able to 
overcome all these prob- 
lems in a minute,” he said, 
stressing that with the cur- 
rent privatisation process 
being implemented in the 
country, the private sector 
should shoulder some of 
the responsibility in the 
area of social development. 


Jordan returns to Milan for ‘96 tourism fair 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
will once again participate 
in the annual tourism fair 
known as BIT (Borsa Inter- 
nazionale del Tourismo) in 
Milan, Italy. 

This year's fair is being 
held from Feb. 2S to March 
3, and tbe Kingdom’s par- 
ticipation, according to the 
Iordan Tourism Board 
(JTB> Marketing Director 
Dana Atallah, aims at pro- 
moting -fee country as a 
tourist destination aril 
increasing the number of 
Italian tourists to Jordan. 

. Participating in the event 
are eight Jordanian tour 
operators — mostly top 
organisations working with 
the Italian market — the 
JTB, the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
and Royal Jordanian, the 
national air carrier. 

According to Ministry of 
Tourism Secretary-General 
Akram Masarweh, Jordan 
“needs to continue partici- 
pating in international 
tourism fairs as they are the 


right fora for our exposure 
to the world." 

The Jordanian stand will 
hold special activities at the 
fair, according to Ms. Atal- 
lah who mentioned a raffle 
for a round-trip ticket and 
accommodation to Jordan 
as one attraction. 

On the sidelines, the JTB 
and the ministry representa- 
tive will be meeting with 
top tour operators and Ital- 
ian trade magazine repre- 
sentatives in order to help 
promote tourism in the 
Kingdom. 

“Usually we benefit from 
doing official and technical 
contacts with official par- 
ties or the private sector. 
We try to facilitate the link- 
age between Jordanian tour 
operators and hoteliers and 
their counterparts from dif- 
ferent parts of the world,” 
said Mr. Masarweh. 

Tbe operators, according 
to Ms. Atallah, plan to 
introduce new products, 
which in this case means 
additional sites, as well as 


new programmes (different 
package tours including 
more sites), in an effort not 
only to increase tourist 
numbers but also their aver- 
age length of stay in the 
Kingdom. 

Italian- tourists form the 
third largest European 
group to visit Jordan. 

Figures for 1995 from tbe 
Ministry of Tourism straw 
that Italian tourists to the 
Kingdom numbered 
29,000. The average stay 
in Jordan of Italian tourists 
is also among the highest 
of national groups. 

The BIT, now it its 16th 
year, is a specialised market 
where foreign and Italian 
tour operators meet to show 
their offers and to accept 
the proposals to sell a 
tourist product. 

It attracts thousands of 
exhibitors and visitors from 
all over the world, together 
with professional operators 
and journalists. 
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¥ Madifing Crowd,” at ihe British Council at 7:00 pjm. 


“La Tterra Prome tidal” (in Spanish) at Abdul Hameed ShOttum 

jazz 


"f j&ZZ ev ening Sri celebration of Black History Month at the American Center at 
&00 pi {E^ning fcatures jazz music, videos and a discussion on toe history of 


l: - : ;■■■ lecture 

?%6converte du Centre de Resources,” by Fr&Wriqoe Pons at the French Cul- 
taralCentreatrLOO p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* poems by Iraqi poet AH AI’AJiaq at the Phoenix Gaflery, Gardens 

Street, ^t7:0Gp.tn. 
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exhibitions 


•Woskk by Iraqi artist Himat Mohammad All entitled, “Meditation” at Dairat Al 
Ftariiriyj^bal Weibdeh, (until March 2S). 

^Bogravirigs by French artists at toe French Cultural Centre (until Feb. 29). 
♦Abstract (plastic) art by Syrian artist Nazem Ham dan at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre (oriiilMarch 5) _ in 

* Abstrart. (pTasti c) art by Syrian artist Nazem Hamdan at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre ^ (until March 5). . 

‘Attract (ptastic.) art by Minat EmOe Watebob at the Boosing Bank Complex 

GiaUeiy {until March 5). M . 

* PaintiBgs by jordanian and other Arab artists at ABa Art Gallery (uaffl March 

sGG'G,: 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 28, 1996 


Merchant gets death 
sentence for murder 
of his secretary 


By Rana Husseini 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Tuesday sentenced a 
merchant to death for the 
murder of his 22- year-old 
secretary on Oct. 23, 1994. 

The victim, Maysoun 
Tawfiq, was reported miss- 
ing by her family after she 
failed to return home or to 
report to work, according to 
the prosecution. 

Ms. Tawfiq s brother told 
tbe court that he received a 
lip from a friend that bis 
sister might have travelled 
to Syria. 

The brother went to Dam- 
ascus where he was told by 
Syrian police that a woman 
fitting his sister’s descrip- 
tion was found dead in a 
deserted area outside the 
capital. The brother posi- 
tively identified Ms. Taw- 
fiq. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion, the defendant, 
Mustafa Abu Hamidah, 
admitted to having an affair 


with Ms. Tawfiq, his secre- 
tary, and that the woman 
was pregnant. 

Under preliminary ques- 
tionning, Abu Hamidah 
denied any knowledge of 
Ms. Tawfiq’s whereabouts. 
But investigations discov- 
ered that Jordanian border 
police records showed 
both the defendant and the 
victim travelled to Syria on 
the same day. 

The prosecution charged 
that Abu Hamidah lured 
Ms. Tawfiq to Damascus 
on the pretence of marrying 
her, but with the intent to 
kill her. 

The court found the 
defendant guilty of pre- 
meditated murder and sen- 
tenced him tQ death. 

Abu Hamidah is the third 
person to be sentenced to 
death by the Criminal 
Court since the beginning 
of the year. 

Tbe verdict will automat- 
ically be reviewed by the 
Court of Cassation within 
30 davs. 


Government keen to 
fight pollution caused 
by cement factories 


FUHE1S (J.T.) — Minister 
of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Abdul Razzak 
Tubcishat opened at Fuheis 
Tuesday a seminar on envi- 
ronmental pollution caused 
by the smoke and dust 
caused by the cement facto- 
ries in the city and stressed 
the government’s keenness 
to deal with the problem of 
pollution in various parts of 
tbe country, particularly in 
Fuheis. ... 

The pollution caused by 
the. .cement factories in. 
Fuheis is on the top -of the 
ministry’s priority list, said 
the minister at the meeting, 
which was attended by 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Has hem 
Dabbas and Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Samir 
Kawar as well as the may- 
ors of Fuheis and the neigh- 
bouring town of Mahis, 
according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra . 

Dr Tubeishat said that his 
ministry was in constant 
contact with the manage- 
ment of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company (JCFC) 
which last year embarked 
on an ambitious project to 
drastically reduce the 
amount of pollutants from 


the factories’ chimneys in 
cooperation with German 
and Danish firms. 

The project entails 
installing equipment to 
absorb the dust and smoke 
rising from the kilns of tbe 
factory , according to the 
factory's management 

Haiti Khammash, adivsor 
to the JCFC manager, told 
the seminar that the equip- 
ment are not expected to 
absorb 100 per cent of tbe 
pollutants, but that they 
will contribute to tbe dis- 
posal of most- of the waste 
materials and will reduce 
dust and smoke from which 
the local people have been 
complaining. 

According to the manage- 
ment’ the factories, which 
were established in 1951 to 
produce 1500 tonnes of 
cement daily, are now pro- 
ducing nearly 6000 tonnes 
per day and the equipment 
were urgently needed to 
control the dust and smoke 
and curb pollution caused 
to the city . 

Taking part in the seminar 
which was organised by the 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature were 
local inhabitants who pre- 
sented their views about tbe 
pollution of their city. 


U.S. firm studies Wadi 
Mousa sewerage needs 

Ministry expects increased tourism to Petra 


WADI MOUSA (Petra) — 
An American film is cur- 
rently conducting a feasi- 
bility study on laying a 
sewerage network within 
the boundaries of Wadi 
Mousa and the ancient city 
of Petra, said Minister of 
Tourism and Antiquities 
Saleh Irsheidat Tuesday. 

Speaking during an 
inspection visit to tire area. 
Dr. Irsheidat said the min- 
istry has received notifica- 
tion that the U. S. will be 
willing to finance the con- 
struction of tbe sewerage 
and sanitary facility at a 
cost of $10 million. 

In the meantime, said the 
minister, (be hotels in the 
Petra region should find 
their own means to ensure 
sanitation — an urgent 
requirement in view of the 
growing number of tourists 
to the Petra region. 

He said that following 
the signing of the Jordan- 
Israel peace treaty, visitors 
to Petra increased to 
unprecedented levels. He 
added that he expects 1996 
to witness even greater 
numbers of visitors. 

Of the more than one 
million tourists to Jordan 
in 1996, the ministry esti- 
mates that most of the 
them visited the ancient 
site. 

Accompanied by min- 
istry and local officials as 
well Wadi Mousa Mayor 
Mohammad Hasanat, Dr. 
Irsheidat inspected tbe 
areas where an overall 



A view of Petra (photo by Ainsley Floyd) 


development project is to 
be carried out. 

Earlier this month a local 
firm signed a 5500,000 
contract with the Ministry* 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
to conduct a study for the 
development of the Petra 
region. 

The three-phase study 


which is being financed 
from a Japanese govern- 
ment gram aims at creat- 
ing a better and more 
attractive tourist area in 
Petra and contributing to 
the development of the 
whole of Wadi Mousa 
region, estimated at 300- 
squ are -kilometres. 


Businessmen review trade ties 
with visiting Moroccan team 


AMMAN (Petra) — A visit- 
ing Moroccan trade delega- 
tion held talks Tuesday 
with Jordanian: business- 
men and government offi- 
cials and said they were 
examining investment 
opportunities in the King- 
dom and seeking to con- 
dude agreements with the 
Jordanian business commu- 
nity on trade exchanges. 

Ana Saleh, head of the 
group, told the Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce that the Moroc- 
can private sector hopes to 
bolster trade ties with its 
Jordanian counterpart not- 
ing that industrial activities 
in the two countries were 
similar in nature to a large 
extent. 

Mr. Saleb also outlined 
Morocco’s investment 
opportunities and the activ- 


ities of the free zones in 
that country. 

Federation Chairman 
Haidar Murad urged the 
Moroccan chambers of 
commerce to increase their 
cooperation with Jordan’s 
businesses and outlined the 
Kingdom’s various incen-. 
lives and privileges offered 
to investors. He said the 
Jordanian commercial sec- 
tor contributes by 10 per 
cent to the country's gross 
national product and 
employs nearly 15 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s work- 
force. 

Mr. Murad urged the 
Moroccan private sector to 
promote trade exchanges 
with Jordan beyond the 
limits of a quota reached 
through protocols between 
the two governments. 

He said Jordan’s total 


exports which last year 
amounted to $1.5 billion, 
registering 25 per cent over 
the previous year, included 
agricultural, engineering, 
chemical, construction and 
pharmaceutical products. 

According to Mr. Murad, 
Jordan exported to Moroc- 
co goods worth $1,121 mil- 
lion in the first 11 months of 
1995 and imported 
$4,624,41)0 worth of 
Moroccan goods. 

The Moroccan delegation 
later met Mohammad 
Halaiqa, director general of 
the Jordan Exports and 
Development and Commer- 
cial Centres Corporation 
(JEDCO) and discussed 
ways of adjusting the bal- 
ance of trade between tbe 
two countries. 


Jordanian women with foreign spouses seek equality in Citizenship Law 


By Alia Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Um Ahmad, a 
Jordanian, is married to an 
Iraqi, but like many other 
women in her situation, her 
husband and children are 
not entitled to a Jordanian 
passport because her hus- 
band is not Jordanian. 

Her son, Ahmad, is reluc- 
tant to finish his last few 
courses at the University of 
Jordan. Upon completion of 
his studies, he will no 
longer be eligible for a stu- 
dent visa. Without a visa or 
a work permit he must 
leave the country. 

Abu Samir is an Egyptian 
national married to a Jor- 
danian. They have nine 
children whom they are 
unable to properly feed or 
send to school because Abu 
Samir has no regular 
income. He is unable to 
find employment as be can- 
not afford his passport 
renewal and work permit 
fees, each costing JD 120. 

Abu Samir's problems are 
compounded by his poor 
health. He is a diabetic and 
requires regular and costly 
hospital visits. As a non- 
Jordanian he is not eligible 
for free medical benefits 
provided for underprivi- 
leged citizens. 

Um Ahmad and Abu 
Samir’s cases are but a few 
in which foreign men mar- 
ried to Jordanian women 
face substantial social and 


financial obstacles that 
affect all members of their 
families. 

Jordanian women married 
to foreigners have been 
waiting for a change in tbe 
Citizenship Law, deemed to 
be discriminatory by many 
lawyers and human rights 
activists. 

Tbe citizenship law stipu- 
lates that a child’s national- 
ity follows that of tbe 
father, regardless of 
whether the mother is Jor- 
danian, or if the child is 
bom in Jordan. 

As such, children of non- 
Jordanian fathers are cate- 
gorised as foreigners, 
Deeba Abu Halawa, a 
lawyer, told the Jordan 
Times. 

In the case of a foreign 
woman married to a Jor- 
danian man . Minister of 
Information Marwan 
Muasher explained thar the 
wife is entitled to the Jor- 
danian passport after three 
years of marriage. There is 
no law granting such rights 
to a foreign man married to 
a Jordanian woman, he 
said. 

Dr. Muasher noted that 
there is a law granting non- 
Jordanians, whether male 
or female, a passport after 
being a resident of the 
Kingdom for five years if 
the person is not Arab, or 
15 years if he/she is Arab. 
He explained the discrepan- 
cy citing an Arab League 
resolution which states that 


no Arab national can hold 
two Arab passports simulta- 
neously. 

Critics of the citizenship 
law contend that it is dis- 
criminatory and is in con- 
tradiction to tbe Constitu- 
tion which states all Jorda- 
nians are equal before tbe 
law. 

Asma Kharier, a promi- 
nent lawyer, human rights 
activist and president of the 
Jordanian Women’s Union 
(JWU), told the Jordan 
Times that the JWU pre- 
sented 1 2 recommendations 
to parliament at tbe end of 
1993 on the status of 
women. One of those rec- 
ommendations, she said, 
was an amendment to the 
Citizenship Law. Although 
Parliament action was 
promised on the 12 points, 
there was no delivery, said 
Ms. Kbader, adding that 
numerous complaints and 
petitions were also sent to 
the prime minister and min- 
ister of interior concerning 
the issue of citizenship over 
the years, but little has been 
achieved. 

Ms. Khader charged that 
there has been no change in 
the status of the Citizen- 
ship Law because of what 
she sees as the perception 
of women as being inferior 
to men. 

Yet it appears that in rare 
instances, loopholes in the 
system allow for some 
cases to be passed through 
where non-Jordanian hus- 


bands are not only facilitat- 
ed with their work permits 
and residencies, but are 
actually given passports. 

For example, a well-off 
Jordanian woman married 
to a Lebanese man told tbe 
Jordan limes that sbe was 
finally able to obtain pass- 
pons for her husband and 
children by way of personal 
connections. 

Consequences of discrim- 
inatory policies can take 
their toll on a family, partic- 
ularly the children. 

Social constraints are 
faced by children of non- 
Jordanian fathers as they 
live in a society that stress- 
es lineage from the father. 

One Jordanian woman 
married to a French man 
said that even though her 
children have been resi- 
dents of Jordan for more 
than 15 years, they have 
never been accepted as 
truly Jordanian. 

Ms. Abu Halawa said that 
while children of Jordanian 
mothers married to foreign 
men are automatically 
given residency upon birth, * 
this provision only applies 
till the age of 16. After that, 
the children must either 
obtain a student visa or a 
work permit to continue to 
live in the country. 

Foreign husbands must 
also have a valid work per- 
mit to renew their residency 
every year. 

Ms. Abu Halawa added 
that while the children of 


non-Jordanian fathers could 
enroll in private schools, in 
most cases they are not 
admitted into public 
schools, unless they have 
special permission from the 
Ministry of Interior. 

Some “Foreign" hus- 
bands and children ofien 
also face financial obsta- 
cles. Um Ahmad, for 
example, told the Jordan 
Times that her husband has 
to settle for menial jobs 
with a lower working wage, 
because, she said, Jordan- 
ian employers are aware 
that Iraqis desperately need 
jobs. 

Upon his appointment as 
Prime Minister last month, 
Abdul Karim Kabariti 
directed Minister of Interior 
Awad Khliefat to “facili- 
tate” residencies and work 
permits for foreign hus- 
bands of Jordanian women. 

Although this move has 
been welcomed by many, 
the general perception is 
that more than cosmetic 
changes are required. t 
* Commenting on * the 
Prime Minister's initiative, 
Amman Deputy, Toujan 
Faisal said “it is an 
improvement, and definite- 
ly a step forward, but it is 
not a final solution,” adding 
that the request is only an 
administrative step, and is 
not a change in the law.' 
Non- Jordanian husbands 
and their children must 
eventually get the citizen** 
ship, she said. 
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Northern Ireland row flares 
after Major wins key vote 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, February 28, 1996 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister John Major sought 
Tuesday to-put a row over British arms sales to Iraq behind 
him after winning a tight victory in parliament- 

But a new row flared over whether Northern Ireland par- 
ties tried to do a deal in return for support in the crucial 
vote. 

The knife-edge victory, by just 320 votes to 319 in the 
651 -seat House of Commons, after Monday's debate on 
British arms sales to Iraq before the 1991 Gulf War means 
Mr. Major does not have to call a vote of confidence in his 
government 

Newspapers said it increased the chances of Mr. Major's 
ruling Conservatives, who trail badly in opinion polls, sol- 
diering on until close to the May 1997 deadline for a gen- 
eral election. 

In financial markets Tuesday, the pound held on to its one 
pfennig overnight gain chalked up after the vote. 

Questions were immediately raised over whether Mr. 
Major was held to ransom by Northern Ireland parties 
ahead of the vote. 

Northern Ireland ministers accused the Ulster Unionist 
Party, which supports continued British rule in Northern 
Ireland and holds a crucial nine seats in the House of 
Commons, of seeking to extract concessions from Mr. 
Major before the vote. 

The parliamentary arithmetic for Mr. Major was especial- 
ly tight because last week’s resignation by Conservative 
Peter Thumb am — the third MP to leave the party in four 
months — cut his majority to two. 

Two Conservative MPs voted with the opposition and all 
nine Ulster Unionists voted against the government. 

Mr. Major won thanks to the abstention of three MPs from 
another Northern Ireland grouping, the Democratic 
Unionist Party (DUP). 

The row complicates Mr. Major's efforts to revive the 
peace process after three Irish Republican Army bombs in 
London. 

Minority Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown said: 
“These are murky waters and we will want to see exactly 
what has happened and drat may not emerge until later on 



Actor Haing S. Ngor, shown at the 1993 premiere of his 
film Heaven And Earth, was found shot to death next to 
his automobile near downtown Los Angeles. No motive 
has been established for the murder according to the 
Los Angeles Police department Ngor won a best sup- 
porting actor Academy Award for his role in The 
Killing Fields (Renter photo) 

U.S. police seeking clues in 
Killing Fields actor's death 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Mystery surrounds the mur- 
der of Academy Award- 
winning actor Haing Ngor, 
a Cambodian refugee who 
survived the ‘Tailing fields” 
of the Khmer Rouge only to 
be gunned down outside his 
home in Los Angeles. 

Investigators said they 
had no suspects, no wit- 
nesses, no motive and little 
evidence so far to help them 
solve the murder, which 
took place Sunday night at 
Ngor’s apartment building 
in the city's Chinatown sec- 
tion. 

Ngor, a refugee doctor 
who won an Oscar for his 
portrayal of a Cambodian 
journalist in the 1984 film 
The Killing Fields, was shot 
to death while returning 
home from a gathering of 
family and friends. He was 
45 years old. 

“We’re, not discounting 
any possibility. It may be a 
robbery. It may be some- 
thing else ,” said police Ll 
AI Moea But be admitted 
that detectives had few 
leads. 

There was speculation in 
die city's Cambodian com- 
munity that Ngor may have 
been the target of a political 
assassination for his out- 
spoken criticism of the 
Khmer Rouge reign of ter- 
ror and his tireless support 
for refugees. 

But one law-enforcement 
source said the shooting 
had all the markings of a 
“follow-borne" robbery that 
turned violent. 

Peter Quach, a 
Cambodian who met Ngor 
1979 while both were 
saving in a Thai refugee 


camp, said his friend and 
neighbour had only recently 
returned from a trip to 
Cambodia. 

Trained as a doctor, Ngor 
was captured and tortured 
following the 1975 
takeover by the Khmer 
Rouge rebels, who over- 
threw the U.S. -backed 
Cambodian government 
and ushered in one of the 
most murderous regimes in 
history. 

When a Vietnamese inva- 
sion ousted the Khmer 
Rouge four years later, 
Ngor escaped to Thailand, 
and in 1980 be settled in the 
United States. He resumed 
his medical career ami in 
1984 was cast in the The 
Killing Fields, based on the 
memoirs of New York 
Times correspondent 
Sidney Schanberg. 

In his acting debut, Ngor 
played a role that mirrored 
his own survival story. He 
portrayed journalist Dith 
Pran. Mr. Schanberg’s 
. assistant who stayed behind 
' to help the American 
reporter after the U.S. evac- 
uation in 1975. 

While Mr. Schanberg 
soon managed to leave the 
country safely, Pran was 
captured and imprisoned 
before making his own 
escape years later. The 
Killing -Fields is a graphi- 
cally realistic chronicle of 
his odyssey through a 
nation tom by war. 

Ngor’s performance 
earned him an Oscar for 
best supporting actor, mak- 
ing him the first non-pro- 
fessional to receive an 
Academy Award since 
1946. 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Burun- 
di’s prime minis ter pleaded 
Tuesday against any “mili- 
tary solutions” to end ethnic 
strife in his country in a let- 
ter to the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) meet- 
ing which set Burundi as a 
priority, a copy here 
showed. 

Antoine Nduwayo told 
OAU ministers, who 
opened talks Monday in 
Addis Ababa, chat military 
action .in Burundi could 
thwart ■ the tenuous peace 
process in the volatile east- 
ern African nation border- 
ing Rwanda. 

The Burundi government 
is resolutely opposed to any 
form of military interven- 
tion in the country, which 
has seen ethnic massacres 
between its Hutu majority 
and Tutsi elite, but so far 
not on the scale of the car- 
nage that left at least dead 
500,000 dead in Rwanda’s 
1994 civil wan 

The U.N. Security 
Council Monday discussed 
a proposal by U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali for a 25.000-member 
multinational standby force 
to intervene in case of eth- 
nic catastrophe but failed to 
reach a consensus on the 
plan. Council President 
Madeline Albright said 
afterwards creation of a 
force was deemed “prema- 
ture” while diplomats said 
there were fears it could 
spark fresh massacres in 
Burundi. 

Mr. Nduwayo’s letter, a 
copy of which was received 
here, to OAU President 


Salim Ahmed S alim 
recalled an earlier letter 
sent on Feb. 13 to the U.N. 
secretary general in which 
the government “clearly 
expressed” its opposition to 
any international force. 

The letter expressed “our 
surprise to see the U.N. sec- 
retary general was persist- 
ing in proposing a military 
intervention to the Security 
Council.” 

• “My country. . hopes the . 
,OAU and its secretary gen- 
eral will give concrete and 
urgent support for internal 
solutions and to set aside 
any military solutions that 
would . . . constitute a step 
backward for the peace 
process,” the letter said. 

Since the Feb. 13 letter 
was sent, “the situation in 
Burundi confirms that the 
situation is not getting 
worse but moving towards 
relaxation and understand- 
ing," Mr. Nduwayo’s letter 
said 

It urged that priority 
should now be given to 
“creating conditions that 
would favour a national 
debate and lead to a nation- 
al pact on cohabitation and 
a constitution more adapted 
to the reality of the nation’s 
situation.” • 

Burundi has been prey to 
political-ethnic trouble 

since an attempted coup 
d’etat in October 1993, dur- 
ing which then President 
Melchior Ndadaye, the 
country's first Hutu presi- 
dent, was assassinated The 
incident touched off ethnic 
bloodshed that left at least 
50,000 people dead. 


Chirac to sell French 
industry in Asia 

PARIS (R) - President Jacques Chirac embarked Tuesday 
on his first visit to Asia since taking office, casting himself 
as travelling salesman for French industry and a self-pro- 
claimed-champion of nuclear disarmament. 

Mr. Chirac arrives in Singapore for a two-day visit 
Wednesday before flying on to a 25-nation European 
Union-Asia summit in Bangkok, Thailand, described by 
aides as “head of ‘enterprise France’”. 

The president is keen to encourage French firms to invest 
more in the world’s fastest-growing markets in East Asia, 
and encourage Asian companies to invest in Fiance. 

He alienated many Asians by ordering a resumption of 
nuclear tests in French Polynesia after taking office last 
year, but halted the tests early following the sixth last 
month and has said Paris will sign this month a treaty mak- 
ing the South Pacific nuclear-free. 

Sir. Chirac is taking along five chairmen of small and 
medium-sized businesses and will rite Singapore as a 
showcase for the French economic presence in Asia. 

In a speech to business leaders at the South East Asian 
Studies Institute Thursday, be will set out “his ambition for 
France and Europe in Asia, his vision of the world and of 
future relations between the continents”, his spokeswoman 
Catherine Colorma told reporters. 

The French leader is keen to see the Asian “dragons” 
invest in France and form industrial and financial alliances 
with Europe, aides said. 

Some 400 French companies are working in Singapore 
and have invested about six billion francs (SI. 2 billion), 
mainly in the financial sector (64 per cent) and in industry 
(25 per cent). 


today. 

“It is a tragedy, a tragedy that the whole of Irish politics 
is now being played into every decision that is made in the 
House of Commons... I personally think the government’s 
bottom line credibility has now been completely broken.” 
Ulster Unionist leader David Trimble told reporters he 
bad sought no deal and no deal was made. 

“It's not true,” Mr. Trimble told a radio reporter. Mr. 
Trimble said he sought assurances from Mr. Major that he 
had not cut a deal with other Northern Irish parties about 
the form of an election to pave the way for all-party peace 
talks . 

Mr. Trimble said he had been worried that a deal had been 
done on election rules which would have been less 
favourable to his party and would have benefited the DUP, 
led by Protestant firebrand preacher Ian Paisley, as well as 
the main nationalist party, the Social Democratic and 
Labour Party, which wants a united Ireland. 

Deputy Prime Minister Michael Heseltine said there were 
no agreements with any Northern Ireland parties before the 
vote. 

Mr. Heseltine added that Mr. Major told Mr. Trimble 
Monday night: “The peace process is too important for me 
(the prime minister) to be in any way associated with deal- 
ing behind closed doors ” 

Monday's debate was on a report by seoior Judge Sir 
Richard Scott on whether ministers misled parliament over 
the government’s role in the sale of arms-making equip- 
ment to Iraq. 

. Judge Scott’s report was critical of two ministers. But the 
government, which Monday announced a review of licens- 
ing procedures for aims sales to defuse criticism, said the 
report had shown no cover-np or conspiracy and it bad been 
vindicated 

The opposition Labour Party said the report would haunt 
Mr. Major and the government's support was now shaky. 

Labour’s foreign affairs spokesman Robin Cook said: 
“We now have a government which is down to a majority 
of one. That majority is dependent on Mr. Paisley and his 
supporters.” 

Burundi tells OAU ‘no* 
to international force 
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U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher (left) holds a press conference with 
Central American leaders after a group meeting in San Salvador Monday. The lead- 
ers unanimously backed the U.S. in its stand-off with Cuba, as Mr. Christopher 
offered to fight in Congress for new trade privileges for the region. With Mr. 
Christopher are Presidents' Armando Calderon Sol of El Salvador (2nd left), Carlos 
Reina of Honduras (3rd left) and Jose Maria Figneres of Costa Rica (Reuter photo) 

C. Americans back U.S. in Cuba crisis 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Central American 
leaders Monday unanimously backed the 
United States in its stand-off with Cuba as 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
offered to fight in Congress for new trade 
privileges for the region. 

At a luncheon with Mr. Christopher, the 
five leaders supported the U.S. view that 
Cuba’s shooting down of two U.S. civilian 
planes Satunday violated international law, 
even though Havana said the planes were 
within Cuban airspace. 

“Central America as a whole at this meet- 
ing has condemned the violence that was 
used in the shooting down of the two civil- 
ian aircraft by the Cuban military,” 
Salvadoran President Armando Calderon 
Sol told a news conference. 

“We have been unanimous in supporting 
President Bill Clinton’s decisive action in 
going to the United Nations to seek redress 
for these actions.” be added, calling the 
U.S. move “an example to the entire 
world”. 

Mr. Calderon Sol did not specifically 
mention a string of unilateral sanctions 
announced in Washington by Mr. Clinton to 
punish Cuba, but U.S. officials said the 
Central Americans supported those too. 

The officials said Mr. Christopher was 
“very gratified” to receive the support from 
the leaders, who also included the presi- 
dents of Honduras and Costa Rica, the vice- 
president of Nicaragua, the prime minister 
of Belize and a minister from Guatemala. 

Mr. Christopher's visit to El Salvador was 
the first stop of a five-nation tour of Latin 
America and the Caribbean that has been 
dominated so far by the downing of the two 
private planes flown by Cuban exiles. 

Earlier Monday, Mr. Christopher 
denounced Cuba’s “blatant violation of 
international law,” in a speech to 


Salvadoran legislators, some of them from 
leftist parties formerly backed by Cuba dur- 
ing El Salvador’s civil war. 

At the same time, Mr. Christopher 
announced that the Clinton administration 
was ready to lower trade barriers for a 
group of 26 countries in Central America 
and the Caribbean. 

The move would give them similar tariff 
treatment in key export areas as that grant- 
ed Mexico and Canada under the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). 

Mr. Christopher said that in his March 
budget proposal, Mr. Clinton would include 
an “interim trade programme” for the coun- 
tries of the Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI) 
to give them parity with NAFTA on exports 
of textiles, clothing, footwear and petrole- 
um. 

Hie initiative, which U.S. officials said 
was of prime importance for the struggling 
economies in the region, hinges on congres- 
sional approval that is in no way assured. 

Mr. Calderon Sol said the Central 
Americans were not optimistic that the pro- 
posal would get through this year, but were 
confident in Mr. Clinton’s will to puisne it 

He hailed Mr. Clinton's decision to press 
the trade privileges “at a very difficult polit- 
ical time” as the U.S. presidential campaign 
gets under way. Republican contender Pat 
Buchanan has pledged to abolish NAFTA. 

By coming first to El Salvador, a country 
tom by a 12-year civil war until a peace 
accord was signed in 1992, Mr. Christopher 
sought to emphasise the shift to democracy 
that the United States believes is sweeping 
• Latin America. 

“It is here that this story of this hemi- 
sphere's extraordinary transformation is 
keing most dramatically symbolised,” said 
Mr. Christopher, who will also visit Chile, 
Argentina, Brazil and Trinidad and Tobago. 


Belarus president arrives in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AH*) — Belarus President 
Alexander Lukashenko arrived in Moscow 
Tuesday for a four-day visit aimed at tight- 
ening economic and other links with 
Russia, the ITAR-TASS news agency 
reported. 

Mr. Lukashenko went straight to the 
Kremlin for a meeting with his Russian 
counterpart Boris Yeltsin. 

Speaking in Minsk before his departure, 
Mr. Lukashenko had said: “I hope to raise 
with the Russian president the question for 
future integration (between the two coun- 
tries) and the fate of our peoples,” the 
agency reported. 

Since his election in July 1994 Mr. 
Lukashenko, a president very much in the 
Soviet mould, has urged closer links with 
Moscow. 

The two leaders are expected to sign a 
political declaration on closer integration of 
the two countries, which already maintain a 
customs union and several economic coop- 
eration agreements. 

Mr. Lukashenko was to meet later 


Tuesday with Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and Russian MPs before an 
official dinner at the Kremlin. 

On Wednesday he is to meet Moscow 
Mayor Yuri Lujkov and hold a press confer- 
ence before flying to the Tyumen region of 
Siberia to visit a joint Russia-Belarus refin- 
ery project 

The visit will also be aimed at settling 
financial disputes. 

Minsk claims Moscow owes it some $800 
million in financial and ecological compen- 
sation for having 81 SS-25 strategic mis- 
siles formerly based on its soil, and another 
5 114 million for having Russian troops sta- 
tioned on its territory. 

In addition, Belarussian companies have 
allegedly lost $250 million following the 
freezing of the assets of the former Soviet 
Foreign Trade Bank. 

Russia meanwhile is demanding $775 
million from Belarus in overdue payment of 
energy bills, and another $470 mill i nn for 
repayment of a loan. 


2 ex-policemen held after Albania blast 


TIRANA (R) - Albanian 
police arrested two former 
Communist secret police 
officials in connection with 
a car bomb blast which 
killed five people and 
injured 30 Monday. 

Two former officials of 
the now-disbanded secret 
police, the Sigurimi, were 
detained hours after a car 
packed with 50 kilogramme 
of TNT ripped through a 
central Tirana street next to 
a supermarket. 

“Two former state securi- 
ty senior officials have been 
arrested in connection with 
the attack this morning on 
the Veto Supermarket in 
central Tirana,” police said. 

The Albanian News 
Agency (ATA) quoted 
police as saying one of the 
officials had connections 
with the former Soviet 
secret police, the KGB. 

President Sali Berisha 
condemned the explosion as 
a 'terrorist attack, the first 
serious act of political vio- 
lence in Albania since the 
country toppled commu- 
nism in 1990. 

“This is the most terrible 
terrorist act...This is a fas- 
cist act organised by the 
forces of the former secret 


police,” Mr. Berisha told 
Albanian Radio. “There is 
no doubt that this was a 
political act” 

Four people were killed 
immediately in the blast 
Monday morning near the 
newly-opened supermarket 
and a fifth, a pensioner, died 
of his injuries later in hospi- 
tal. 

Three other people were 
in serious condition in hos- 
pital, doctors said. 

Police were also believed 
to be hunting for a man with 
long hair who was seen 
leaving the car which later 
exploded. 

The blast, which gouged a 
small crater in the road, 
threw the car 10 metres and 
set the store, owned by one 
of Albania’s biggest con- 
cerns, Vefa Holdings, on 
fire. Flying shards of glass 
injured passers-by. 

An emergency cabinet 
meeting chaired by Mr. 
Berisha offered the equiva- 
lent of 550,000 for informa- 
tion leading to the arrest of 
the bombers. 

The president said “the 
murderers had intended to 
kill as many people as pos- 
sible” and wanted the 
explosion to create maxi- 


mum destruction. 

Mr. Berisha’s ruling 
Democratic Party has often 
pointed the finger at former 
agents of the communist 
sigurimi secret police, 
accusing them of attempt- 
ing to raise tension in the 
impoverished Balkan 
nation. 

Albania is scheduled to 
hold its third free general 
election by the end of May. 

The Sigurimi was dis- 
banded in 1990 after a pop- 
ular uprising ousted 40 
years of hardline Stalinist 
rule, but the government 
feared that some agents 
were still active, operating 
under cover to try to under- 
mine democracy. 

Albania's main opposition 
Socialist Party, heirs to the 
former Communists, react- 
ed with horror at the bomb 
blast 

“The Albanian Socialist 
Party utterly condemns this 
unprecedented terrorist act 
in our country and we sup- 
port the government’s mea- 
sure to hunt down and pun- 
ish those responsible,” the 
party said in a statement. 


Fruit shaped like 
Hindu deity draws 
devotees 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— A papaya fruit naturally 
shaped like the Hindu deity 
Lord Ganesha has been 
drawing thousands of wor- 
shippers here, with devo- 
tees saying the fruit has an 
aura capable of energising 
people. “You stand near it 
and observe and the energy 
will get into you,” said 
owner M. Kaothavelu, 41, 
whose house has been 
thronged in recent days 
after the discovery of the 
deity-shaped papaya in his 
garden.The foot-long (30- 
centimetre long) oblong 
fruit, usually smooth- 
skinned, has grooves along 
its sides resembling the 
trunk of the elephant-head- 
ed Ganesha. the. Hindu 
symbol of wisdom and 
wealth. Mr. Kantbavelo 
said he had jokingly 
promised his statue of Lord 
Ganesha the first fruit from 
his papaya tree but was 
shocked to find the fruit 
taking on Ganesha’s fea- 
tures when placed on the 
altar table. “I rang up a 
priest and be came over 
and said Lord Ganesha had 
come in the form of a 
papaya,” the insurance 
marketing manager said. 
He said he would hold a 
special prayer for the two- 
kilogramme (4.4-pound) 
fruit, adorned with gar- 
lands and studded with 
eyes of silver foil, before it 
rots. 

Thelma and 
Louise’ victim tells 
of nightmare date 

HOUSTON (R) — A vic- 
tim of the duo known as 
“Tbelxna and Louise” testi- 
fied they handcuffed him 
and stole $18,000 from his 
home during a date that 
turned into a robbery. The 
testimony came on the first 
day of the trial of Rose 
Marie Turford on charges 
she and Joyce Stevens used 
a, bogus dating .service to 
lure robbery victims. 
Stevens pleaded guilty to- 
three counts of aggravated 
robbery in exchange for a 
10-year prison sentence. 
The women, dubbed 
“Thelma and Louise” after 
the movie starring Geena 
Davis and Susan Sarandon 
in which two women go on 
a crime spree, were cap- 
tured in Toronto after : 
jumping bail. 

Russian language ■./ 
checkmates court n 
in lipstick theft 

HONG KONG (R) — A 
Russian sailor posed a 
problem for a Hong Kong 
court after his arrest for 
stealing a stick of lipstick 
— he said he could speak 
do English and the charge 
was dropped because no 
Russian-speaker could be 
found. Anatoly Pod v alid n , 
47, was charged with steal- 
ing lipstick from a Hong 
Kong shop. But when he 
appeared in court, the pros- 
ecutor said no interpreter 
was available, the South 
China Morning Post news- ' 
paper reported. As the 
sailor’s ship was due to 
leave port Tuesday, the 
court let him go rather than 
have him stranded in Hong 
Kong. 

Cricketer’s 
apology not good 
enough for some 

RAWALPINDI (R) — ? 
some Pakistani sports 
reporters say they are still - 
not satisfied with England •- 
captain Michael Atherton’s 
apology for calling a local 
journalist' a “buffoon”. 
Abdul Mohi Shah, secre- 
tary of the Rawalpindi- 
Islamabad Sports 

Journalists Association, 
said an apology should be 
given to his association and 
should come from Aherton 
personally rather than the 
England team manage* 
ment. Atherton mad e the 
remark at post-match news 
conference Sunday. His 
apology was issued in die 
form of a statement read 
out by England assistant 
manager John Barclay. 
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Buchanan 
sees Arizona 
win, Dole 
counts on 
Dakotas 

PHOENIX (R) — Senate 
majority leader Bob Dole 
Tuesday anticipated his 
first 1996 presidential pri- 
mary victories in North and 
South Dakota, but right- 
wing columnist Pat 
Buchanan hoped to strike a 
powerful blow by winning 
in Arizona. 

Seventy-five delegates to 
the Republican National 
Convention are at stake in 
foeihree states, 39 of them 
in Arizona. The convention 
will select the Republican 
ucaninee to challenge 
President Bill Clinton in 
the Nov. 5 election, with 
996 of the 1 ,990 delegates 
oeeded to ensure nomina- 
tion. 

Sen. Dole's campaign 
was rocked by surprise 
defeats to Mr. Buchanan in 
New Hampshire last week 
and to publisher Steve 
Forbes in Delaware over 
the weekend. He shook up 
his campaign staff Monday, 
firing his deputy manager 
and chief pollster in a bid 
to refocus bis message. 

Mr. Buchanan has been 
charging around Arizona in 
search of another win that 
would impart tremendous 
momentum to his populist, 
anti-free trade, anti-big 
business campaign. 

Arizona has never held a 
primary before and the 
Republicans have organ- 
ised only 111 polling 
places across the state, 
compared to the more than 
800 usually available for 
state-wide elections. Low 
turnout js thought to help 
Mr. Buchanan, whose sup- 
porters are more dedicated 
to their candidate. 

I’m beginning to think 
I'm going all the way. I 
believe if we win Arizona, 
we’D win the nomination. 
South Carolina comes four 
days- latex. -That place will* 
be Hazing if -we win 
Arizona,’* Mr. Buchanan 
told reporters Monday. ^ 
Arizona Sen. John 
McCain, who is backing 
Sen. Dole, acknowledged 
Monday that Mr. Buchanan 
could well win the south- 
western border state, where 
Mr. Buchanan’s harsh 
rhetoric against illegal 
immigration from Mexico 
has found a ready audience. 

“Pat Buchanan can win 
this race. It depends on the 
Dole campaign's ability to 
motivate our voters and get 
them out to voter be said. 

In theory. Sen. Dole 
should be safe in the 
Dakotas, which are pre- 
dominantly farming states 
similar to his native 
Kansas. The 72-year-old 
veteran swept both states in 
1988 when be last ran for 
president and he refers to 
himself as their honorary 
senator 

However, Mr. Buchanan 
was making a late surge in 
South Dakota and local 
activists said be could well 
take some delegates away 
from Sen. Dole by winning 
more than 20 per cent of 
the vote. 

Mr. Buchanan himself 
planned to leave Arizona 
early Tuesday and head to 
the next major contest in 
Georgia and South Caro- 
lina, where his religious 
message will have strong 
appeal to the powerful 
Christian Coalition. 

South Carolina votes on 
next Saturday, and Georgia 
is one of eight states hold- 
ing primaries on March 5, 
five of them in politically- 
moderate New England. 
That could be Sen. Dole’s 
best chance of halting the 
Buchanan charge. 

One prime goal for Sen. 
Dole is knocking Mr. 
Forbes and former Tennes- 
see Governor Lamar Alex- 
ander out of the race. Both 
are taking votes away from 
him and dividing the anti- 
Buchanan forces in the 
Republican Party. 

‘‘You have three men 
splitting the moderate vote 
— Dole, Forbes and Alex- 
ander,” said Patrick Kin- 
ney. a political scientist at 
Arizona State University. 

“That allows Buchanan 
to win with only JOjxr 
cent of the vote or less," he 
said. 



Fire fighters attempt to rescue a victim from the stairs of an eight-storey building 
during a fire Ibesdav in the central city of Taichung. The fire, which broke out before 
dawn and took about an hour to extinguish, killed 13 people and injured 17 (Reuter 
photo) 

Taiwan fire kills 13; arson suspected 

TAIPEI (R) — Thirteen peo- 
ple were killed and 17 injured 
when fire engulfed an eight- 
storey building in the central 
Taiwan city of Taichung 
Tuesday, the second fata} 
blaze to hit the city in 10 
days. 

“Thirteen are confirmed 
dead and 17 are injured and 
have been sent to hospitals, 
with four severely hurt," a 
police officer said by tele- 
phone from taichung. 

He added that the blaze, the 
latest in a series of building 
fires in Taiwan in recent 
years, may have been an act 
of arson. 

“Eyewitnesses have told us 
that they saw a fight just out- 
side the building prior to the 
fire and some 30 motorcycles 
parked outside building were 
all burnt, so we suspect 
arson,” he said. . . 

Taichung District Prosecu- 
tor Liu Chia-Fang said he 
also suspects arson after fire 
fighters found a corpse on the 
fourth floor of the eight-story 
building. 

“At the staircase on the 
fourth floor there was a 
corpse which had suffered 
more severe degree of bums 
than the others. We are 
whether the person was injured (during a 
fight) prior to the fire," Mr. Liu said on state 
television. 

The fire, which erupted before dawn on 
the ground floor, swept only up to the third 
floor but caused most of its casualties on 
the upper floors as the building’s closed-off 
design led to heavy smoke rising up the 
stairs. 

The blaze, which lasted for about an hour, 
dealt another blow to Taichung’s public 
safety record after 17 people were killed in 
a sauna parlour fire in the city on Feb. 17. 

Public buildings have been the sites of 
several lethal fires in Taiwan in recent 
years. Many of them are unlicensed enter- 
tainment centres or buildings with inade- 
quate fire escape routes. 



investigating 


A firefighter carries a baby girl after rescuing her when 
a fire engulfed an eight-storey building Tuesday in 
Taiwan’s central city of Taichung. The fire, which 
broke out before dawn and took about an hour to extin- 
guish, killed 13 people and injured 17 (Reuter photo) 

The building lit by Tuesday’s flame was 
part commercial and part residential. A 
karaoke parlour located on the first and sec- 
ond floors was twice ordered to halt opera- 
tions last year after failing fire safety 
inspections, the official Central News 
Agency reported. 

The parlour was closed when fire broke 
out, it added. 

In February lasr year, 64 people died in a 
karaoke parlour and restaurant complex fire 
in Taichung after they were trapped behind 
sealed windows in a building which had 
only one exit and no fire escapfes. 

Two months later II more were killed 
when a fire broke out in an unlicensed 
karaoke parlour in the capital Taipei. 

Eleven people were killed in October 
when a blaze erupted in an entertainment 
centre in the southern city of Chiayi. 


Chun, Roh to face trial together 


SEOUL (R) — Two former South Korean 
presidents will stand trial together next 
month on charges of mutiny and sedition 
stemming from a 1979 military putsch and 
a later army massacre of civilians, an offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the Seoul District 
Criminal Court said Chun Doo Hwan and 
Roh Tae-Woo, who are both in detention, 
would answer charges before a three-judge 
panel on March 1 1 . About a dozen former 
associates of the two ex-presidents will also 
be on trial. 

“Mr. Chun, Mr. Roh and other related 
defendants will be tried together by the 
same court from March 11," the spokesman 

said. , . 

Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh — already on trial 
on separate charges of corruption from their 
respective presidencies — have been 
indicted for masterminding the 1979 coup, 
which propelled Mr. Chun to power in 
1980. Mr. Chun picked Mr. Roh as his suc- 
cessor in 1 988. 

The two men. both retired four-star gener- 
als, have also been charged with playing 
leading roles in a military crackdown on 
pro-democracy demonstrators in the city of 
Kwangju in May I9S0. 

The brutal quelling of the pouiar uprising 
aoainst military rule in Kwangju and the 
secrecy over the event for many years is 
one of the most traumatic chapters in South 
Korean history. 

About 200 pro-democracy campaigners 
were killed in the assault by official count. 
Kwangju residents say the death toll was 
much higher. 

The two former presidents face execution 
if convicted, although it widely believed 


they will escape with jail terms. 

Late last year parliament passed a law 
ordered by President Kim Young-Sam — 
inaugurated in February 1993 as South 
Korea’s first civilian head of state in more 
than three decades — to punish his two pre- 
decessors for their roles in the crackdown. 

The law made possible the prosecution of 
Mr. Chun and Mr. Roh. which President 
Kim described as “unfortunate but neces- 
sary steps to put history to rights". An ear- 
lier probe was called off after Mr. Kim said 
judgment would be left to history. 

Those who will stand trial along with Mr. 
Chun and Mr. Roh include six incumbent or 
former members of parliament and two for- 
mer defence ministers. 

Among them is Chung Ho-Yong, a law- 
maker who quit the ruling New Korea Party 
in December. Mr. Chung was arrested earli- 
er this month for commanding special war- 
fare troops when they were ordered to 
Kwangju to suppress the revolt against mar- 
tial law. 

Mr. Chung is also alleged to have ordered 
members of his forces, trained for combat 
with Communist North Korea, to open fire 
at pro-democracy campaigners in the south- 
western city. 

Prosecutors have said the Kwangju mas- 
sacre took place as the new military leader- 
ship under the then army Major-General 
Chun tried to follow a series of programmes 
aimed at seizing political power. 

At the start of his corruption trial Monday, 
Mr. Chun admitted accepting 225.9 billion 
won ($289,6 million) from more than 40 
businessmen while in office but denied the 
money was bribes. He said he only accept- 
ed “political donations". 
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Sri Lankan troops kill 15 
Tigers in failed village attack 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Security forces repulsed a 
major attack by Tamil Tiger guerrillas on a Sinhalese vil- 
lage in northeastern Sri Lanka Tuesday, killing at least 15 
rebels, the military said. 

Troops fired back using automatic weapons and also 
called in air force planes to attack the guerrillas, a military 
spokesman said. 

The pre-dawn attack was targeted on the village of 
Ethawetunuwewa, the spokesman said. 

“We have killed at least 15 Tigers and recovered three 
automatic rifles and communication equipment from 
them.” the spokesman said, adding that the rebels managed 
to kill one civilian before being beaten off. At least five 
security personnel were wounded. 

Last week, the Liberation Tigere of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
launched a similar attack against another Sinhalese village 
and killed !1 people, including four security personnel, in 
the nei ghbou ring district of Anuradhapura. 

The LTTE is leading a protracted campaign for an inde- 
pendent homeland in the island's northern and eastern 
regions and bas been accused of killing hundreds of 
Sinhalese. 

Tigers have been trying to dislodge members of the 
majority community who are in the, northeast where the 
Tamils, the country’s main minority, are concentrated. 

Tamil rebels Tuesday accused the Colombo-based press 
of waging a propaganda war against them and denied a 
newspaper report which claimed the rebels threatened 
Japane se and Malaysian missions here. 

The LTTE said in a statement from its London office that 
newspapers published here were collaborating with the 
govern ment to undermine political aspirations of Tamils. 

The LTTE statement denied a report in the privately- 
owned Sunday Times newspaper saying the Malaysian 
High Commission here was threatened by the guerrillas 
because of its support of the Sri Lankan government. The 
rebels said they would never target an embassy and looked 
forward to good relations with foreign nations. 

Malaysia's High Commissioner Kadir Din had Monday 
denied the report that the country's embassy had been tar- 
geted. “It is unfortunate that they (the Sunday Times) car- 
ried this incorrect report,” he said. 


Last week, the Malaysian government had announced it 
will crack down against open support for the LTTE in 
Malaysia and revoke resident visas of foreigners taking part 
in pro-LTTE demonstrations. 

Japanese diplomats have also denied they had been tar- 
geted by the rebels. 

“The Colombo newspapers are guilty of carrying on a sin- 
ister disinforma tion campaign consistently against the 
Tamils and the LTTE in order to undermine their political 
aspirations,” the Tigers said. 

They also accused Sinhalese reporters working for inter- 
national news agencies of “deliberately" picking up anti- 
LTTE stories from the local press and filing reports based 
on “war propaganda” of the military. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka’s Defence Ministry has ordered the 
army to send four brigadiers and some 200 other personnel 
on compulsory leave for alleged human rights abuses, the 
independent Island newspaper said Tuesday. 

It said that the officers and men have been accused of 
extra-judicial killings and other human rights violations 
during a brutal government crackdown on a leftwing youth 
uprising in the late 1980s. 

A Defence Ministry spokesman said he had no informa- 
tion on the story. 

Human rights groups have said up to 60,000 people died 
or disappeared in a crackdown by pro-government death 
squads on the left-leaning Janatha Vimukthi Pemmuna 
(People’s Liberation Front) uprising during 19SS-90. 

Among those sent on leave were two brigadiers who led 
two army divisions in a major army offensive to capture the 
northern Tamil Tiger guerrilla stronghold of Jaffna town 
last December. the newspaper said 

It said most of the other officers were majors, captains 
and lieutenants serving in the north and east where rebels 
are fighting for an independent homeland for minority 
Tamils. 

Sri Lankan forces have also been accused of human rights 
abuses in their campaign against the Tamil separatists. Or. 
Monday, a military court of inquiry had found 14 soldier* 
guilty of massacring 24 Tamil civilians on Feb. 11 in the 
village of Kumarapuram in eastern Trincomalee district 


Keating 
reels in 
opposition 
before poll 

SYDNEY (R) — One of 
Australia's most influential 
opinion polls Tuesday 
showed Prime Minister 
Paul Keating has dramati- 
cally clawed back his con- 
servative opponent’s lead 
four days befofe a national 
election. . 

The m organ poll in the 
bulletin magazine puts the 
ruling Australian Labour 
Party (ALP) within two 
percentage points of the 
opposition Liberal-Natio- 
nal Party Coalition, after 
trailing on average by 
between six to nine points 
over the last 12 months. 

“If the swing continues, 
the ALP will retain govern- 
ment," the Roy Morgan 
Research Centre said in a 
statement. 

The opposition, accused 
of harbouring racists, con- 
ceded Tuesday a growing 
race controversy could cost 
it votes among the coun- 
try's big ethnic Asian com- 
munities in Saturday's bal- 
lot. 

As a conservative candi- 
date again made beadlines 
with a comment con- 
demned as racist, the oppo- 
sition said the race contro- 
versy put at risk a year or 
more of intensive lobbying 
to mend relations with 
Australia’s ethnic Asian 
voters. 

“I think I would have to 
answer your question in the 
affirmative,” opposition 
immigration spokesman 
Jim Short told Reuters 
when asked if ibe racism 
row threatened to unravel 
efforts to repair a once-tat- 
tered image among Asian 
communities. 

“I would have to say it 
has been singularly unhelp- 
ful and it’s made my task 
and the coalition's task dur- 
ing the election campaign 
more difficult...,” Mr. Short 
said. 

The opposition is seeking 
to oust Labour, which has 
traditionally strong ties 
with ethnic voters, after 13 
years in power. But the 
Morgan poll taken on the 
weekend found its lead has 
been cut to two points from 
4.5 points in the past week. 

It found primary support 
for the opposition fell three 
points to 42 per cent from 
the previous week and sup- 
port for Labour fell half a 
point to 40 per cent. 

The poll follows a series 
of remarks by rural-based 
opposition candidates dur- 
ing the five-week election 
campaign, including a ref- 
erence to citizenship cere- 
monies as “de-wogging 
ceremonies." 



Thousands of opposition activists, many waving black flags, demonstrate at Tongi 
rail junctions on Ttiesday where police shot and killed one of their comrades Monday. 
They vowed to turn his “blood into a new spirit” in their campaign to drive Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia from power (Reuter photo) 

Bangladeshi opposition leaders 
picked up in police dragnet 


DHAKA (R) — Police arrested two key 
Bangladeshi opposition figures Tuesday in 
what appeared to be a mounting crackdown 
against opponents of re-elected Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia, relatives and 
political sources said. 

The two arrested senior leaders were 
Tofayel Ahmad of the main opposition 
party the Aw ami League and Abdul Kader 
Mo Hah of the Jamaat-E-Islami group. 

The arrests came during a crippling “non- 
cooperation” strike campaign called by 
opposition groups following elections on 
Feb. 15. The poll, boycotted by the opposi- 
tion, was easily won by Mrs. Khaleda's 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). 

“Tofayel was picked up at a hideout this 
afternoon. He was shown an arrest war- 
rant," his wife told Reuters. 

Plainclothes police grabbed Mr. Moilah at 
his home early Tuesch" morning, Jamaat 
sources said. 

Police confirmed the two arrests but 
declined to comment. 

The arrest of Mr. Moilah and Mr. Ahmad 
follows the arrest Saturday of four other 
senior opposition figures — two from the 
Aw ami League and two from the Jatiya 
Party. 

All six have been arrested under the spe- 
cial powers act which allows any person to 
be kept in jail for 30 days without trial. 
They have not been formally charged but 
police earlier said opposition leaders had 
been picked up for their role in the anti- 
Khaleda campaign. 


The Aw ami League, the Jatiya and Jamaat 
parties are the country's three main opposi- 
tion groups. 

Separately, the two women a: the heart of 
Bangladesh’s political crisis bave told U.S. 
Congressman Bill Richardson they want a 
settlement, but only on their own terms. 

Officials said Mr. Richardson, a veteran 
mediator in world trouble spots, met Mrs. 
Khaleda and main opposition leader Sheikh 
Hasina Monday. 

Both Mrs. Khaleda and Mrs. Hasina told 
Mr. Richardson they were desperate for a 
quick end to the crisis that has badly hurt 
the poverty-stricken South Asian country’s 
economy. 

But both leaders stipulated that a settle- 
ment would be “according to their own 
choice”, one official said. 

Mr. Richardson, who arrived Sunday, told 
reporters before leaving Dhaka Monday 
night: “The only way to resolve the crisis 
was a dialogue between die rival parties 
without preconditions. 

“A democratic country cannot survive 
amidst violence,” he said referring to fight- 
ing between opposition and government 
supporters that has killed seven people and 
injured over 300 since Saturday when the 
“non-cooperation” campaign began. 

The latest victim was a policeman, who 
died in hospital in Chittagong port city 
Tuesday after being wounded by gunshots 
during clashes with opposition activists 
Monday. 


Bhutto proposes changes in electoral system 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — The government ties, 
of Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has 
approved reforms lening Pakistan's minori- 
ties have two votes and setting a ceiling on 
electoral expenses, it was announced here 
Tuesday. 

At a six-hour session of her cabinet 
overnight, Ms. Bhutio endorsed the recom- 
mendations of an electoral reforms commit- 
tee, which suggested substantial changes in 
voting procedures. 

The committee, comprising the attorney- 
general, several ministers and secretary of 
the National Election Commission, recom- 
mended granting non-Muslim minorities 
“dual right” of voting. 

Pakistan's Christian, Hindu, Buddhist and 
Parsi communities have so far been able to 
cast their vote for reserved seats for minori- 


Under the changes, they will also have the 
right to cast their vines for general seats, it 
said. 

The minorities are said to be three per 
cent of Muslim Pakistan’s estimated popu- 
lation of 130-million. There has been "no 
census since 1981. 

Information Minister Khalid Ahmed 
Kharal told reporters that the proposed 
reforms, which require a constitutional 
amendment, would soon be presented 
before the National Assembly in the fonn 
of a bill. 

The changes were agreed despite angry 
criticism from several leaders of the oppo- 
sition Pakistan Muslim League (PML), led 
by former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. 







CJpinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES., WEDNESDAY^FEBRUAR^^ 



Jordan Times 

An nHJcprmJrnl Arih pulinul iLiri, putilnAnJ m i-n|rMi P* ihr Jnrdin Pm* Huimljliiin 
turtlnK-J 

«■** ■ -il* j. i-j-l—Vl- *lfc— . w>. - «-,• •— r 


■Chairman of (he Board of Directors: 

|mahmoud AL KAYED 
Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

Edhor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE 5. HAWATMEH 


j Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation. 

{University Road, P.O. Box 6710. Amman. Jordan. 
Telephones: 6X43 1 1 . IiV‘Wi34 
Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


Guide to peace ship 

AS EXPECTED and feared, the Hamas suicide 
attacks in Jerusalem and AshkeJon on Sunday nearly 
erased much of the lead that Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres had enjoyed over his rival, Likud leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Peres himself has predicted 
that such attacks would deal a death blow to his 
election chances as prime minister. “We have ail the 
cards to win these elections, unless there is a terrorist 
attack,” the prime minister was quoted as telling 
journalists only last week. A snap poll conducted for 
the Yediot Aharonot newspaper Monday confirmed 
the obvious when it found that Peres' lead did in fact 
shrink from 15 per cent to three points in a matter of 
hours. 

The Likud leader has, thus far at least, played his 
cards well. In the aftermath of the attacks he called 
for national unity and refrained from fanning anti- 
government sentiments. Obviously Netanyahu did not 
wish to appear so cold-blooded as to start capitalising 
on the backlash against peace even before the blood erf 
the victims dried up. Yet we might as well assume that 
Peres and his moderate policies, especially with the 
Palestinians, will come under a new barrage of attacks 
soon enough. 

If former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
recent reaction is a sample of what the Labour Party 
may expect between now and election day in late May, 
then the campaign trail of the Likud will be anything 
but benevolent S hamir already established a direct 
link, a cause and effect relationship between the peace 
deals and acts of terrorism when he said that the 
Hamas operations “prove once again that the agree- 
ments with the PLO are a catastrophe for Israel.” 
This is not only nonsense but a deliberate attempt to 
twist facts and draw the wrong conclusions. 

No sensible person whether foaeli or Arab would 
see the kind of link that Shamir struck between the 
peace accords and Sunday’s killings. As Peres rightly 
commented, the attacks by extremists would not 
disappear if there was no peace with the Palestinians. 
The exact opposite would be closer to reality. For 
starters, suicide bombings by Pales tinian militants 
agafnst Israeli civilian targets were a common occur- 
ence before the Oslo accords. Since the time^vheh the 
PLO assumed control of parts of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, many attempts to carry out attacks inside 
Israel were in fact foiled. Moreover, the rate of 
Palestinian armed operations in Israel has actually 
fallen since Arafat took control. The suicide bombings 
were the first of their kind in more than seven months. 
Of coarse neither side would be satisfied till violence is 
eradicated. But to dream of establishing a selective 
relationship between peace and terrorism is absurd 
and unfair to say the least. 

If the Likud and its leadership aim to capture 
power in May, it is their right. Bat they must do this 
fairly and squarely. Distorting facts, reaching illogical 
conclusions and playing on false sentiments are not 
exactly the right way to reach that goal. We hope and 
trust that the statesmanship displayed by Netanyahu 
immediately after the attacks would continue to be tbe 
guiding light of his electoral campaign. People like 
Shamir should not be allowed to spread their venom 
against accommodation because the kind of settlement 
the Likud sought under his leadership was, is and 
never will be unattainable. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


There is a big difference between the climate prevailing 
at the Israeli election campaigns and that which preced- 
ed the Palestinian legislative council’s elections, 
according to Sal ah Jarrar, a writer for A1 Ra’i daily. In 
the Palestinian elections campaign, the Palestine 
authority as well as candidates, political parties and 
even the opposition groups were totally committed to 
their drive to achieve peace and declared that they seek 
a comprehensive settlement that would guarantee the 
rights of the Palestinians, said the writer. The current 
Israeli elections campaign is being conducted in an 
atmosphere marked by hostile acts towards tbe Arabs, 
by further confiscations of Arab lands, by continued 
detention of Palestinians and continued closure of Arab 
territories, said the writer. He said that while the Pales- 
tinian leaders struggle to regain their rights and contin- 
ue to declare that they are committed to peace, leaders 
of both Labour and tbe Likud parties in Israel continue 
to raise the same slogans which are not only hostile to 
the .Arabs but defy the very essence of peace. 

Jn the view of Mohammad Kawash, a writer for AI 
Dustour, the peace process has not started yet because 
Israel has not given up the occupied Arab lands, did not 
release the Palestinian detainees and is populating the 
Jewish settlements on the occupied Arab territories. In 
short, Israel is admamly refusing to trade total peace for 
all the Arab lands it has been occupying since 1967, said 
tbe writer. Furthermore, the Israeli government, with all 
its military might and advanced technology, is not able 
to stop or discover suicidal bombings and is blaming 
Yasser Arafat instead for the attacks which occur with- 
in the occupied Palestinian territory; furthermore, it is 
threatening the Palestinians with further acts of terror- 
ism and destruction, continued the writer. He said that 
by murdering Ayash. Israel has opened the door wide 
for reprisals, ended the tnjee which had prevailed for 
seven months and invited counteracts of violence which 
are harming the peace process. While expressing regret 
for the victims, said the writer, one can only expect 
more attacks and counter attacks as long as Israel con- 
tinues to adhere to its aggressive policies, perpetuate its 
occupation of Arab territories and assassinate the Pales- 
tinians. 
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Republican foreign policy debate 
— pandering for votes? 


INDIANA SENATOR 
Richard Lugar’s campaign 
for the Republican presi- 
dential nomination faced 
difficulties from tbe outset. 
The announcement of his 
candidacy received virtu- 
ally no press coverage 
because it was held on 
April 19, 1995: the day of 
the terrorist bombing of 
tbe federal building in 
Oklahoma City. 

His efforts to gain 
national attention - since 
then have fared no better 
because an issue on which 
Mr. Lugar pegged his can- 
didacy — the need for 
Republicans to present a 
strong and coherent U.S. 
foreign policy — has been 
virtually ignored as a seri- 
ous issue in this presiden- 
tial race. Yet the measure 
of tbe candidacy is far 
from tbe measure of the 
man. 

Mr. Lugar’s record of 
public service is impres- 
sive. Before winning elec- 
tion to the U.S. Senate in 
1976, he served for eight 
years as mayor of Indi- 
anapolis. Now in his fourth 
term in the Senate, Mr. 
Lugar serves as Chairman 
of the Agriculture Com- 
mittee and as a member of 
the Foreign Relations 
Committee (which he 
chaired for two years in 
the mid-1980s). "Despite 
voting this year in support 
of Senator Dole’s contro- 
versial bill mandating a 
move of the U.S. embassy 
in Israel from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem, Mr. Lugar has 
one of the more balanced 
Middle East records in the 
Senate. 

While Ml Lugar has 
been modestly successful 
in raising funds and secur- 
ing endorsements, his 
message that America 
needs to, beengaged in the 
wofliftiecause “there is" no 
domestic policy without a 
national security policy... 
and there is no economic 
growth without an 
international trade policy 
that promotes exports"; 
and that the post-cold war 
world “still has dangers 
that require U.S. leader- 
ship and diplomacy" — 
have nor caught bold in 
this year's political cli- 
mate. In many ways, Mr. 
Lugar’s inability to attract 
the spotlight in sympto- 
matic of the strange nature 
of the 1996 Republican 
campaign. 

Things were not always 
this way. Since the end of 
World War II, Republican 
presidential campaigns tra- 


ditionally focused heavily 
on foreign policy. 
Throughout the cold war. 
Republicans consistently 
sought a leader who would 
defend U.S. security inter- 
ests and project American 
values. Republicans fre- 
quently fought their battles 
with Democrats over these 
issues. 

The end of the cold war 
seems to have left some 
Republicans in a tail-spin. 
No longer facing an exter- 
nal threat, this year the 
candidates have focused 
their attention on conserv- 
ative social issues, tax pol- 
icy and the inane debate 
over who is the biggest 
“outsider” — that is, wbo 
is the least tied to the polit- 
ical culture of Washington 
and who, therefore, is the 
most in contact with the 
everyday needs of average 
Americans. 

With few exceptions, the 
Republican candidates 
have said little that is seri- 
ous or substantial about 
foreign policy. Senator 
Dole, the only Republican 
with a longer record of 
public service than Senator 
Lugar’s, has waded into 
the foreign policy debate 
on only a few occasions. 
His record in those forays 
is a mixture of principle 
and its absence. 

Early in 1995 Mr. Dole 
published a manifesto on 
American foreign policy in 
the prestigious journal 
Foreign Policy. In this arti- 
cle Mr. Dole attempted to 
develop a post-cold war 
internationalist approach 
to foreign policy that 
would address the same 
principles that proved vic- 
torious for the U.S. in the 
cold war. 

A severe critic of the 
Clinton administration’s 
Bosnia policy, Mr. 'Dole 
led the' Seriate Effort to end - 
the arms embargo on 
Bosnia. But he is also a 
pragmatist; and after the 
signing of the Dayton 
accords, despite strong 
Republican opposition 
(including some of his 
rivals for the Republican 
presidential nomination), 
Mr. Dole fought hard to 
win Senate support for 
Clinton’s plan to send U.S. 
soldiers as pan of a NATO 
peacekeeping force in 
Bosnia. 

While Mr. Dole showed 
his commitment to princi- 
ple in the case of Bosnia, 
his handling of the Middle 
East peace process can 
only be characterised as 
pandering. His infamous 


Jerusalem bill, harsh and 
unbalanced criticism of 
U.S. assistance to Pales- 
tinians and bis selection of 
former UN. Ambassador 
Jeanne Kirkpatrick as a 
key foreign policy advisor 
have ail been designed to 
win support from tbe 
American Jewish commu- 
nity. 

The only other Republi- 
can candidates to speak 
about foreign affairs with 
any regularity has been 
former CNN commentator 
Pat Buchanan. And it is 
Mr. Buchanan’s strong 
articulation of an isolation- 
ist and protectionalist trade 
policy that is now forcing 
the other- candidates to 
respond. 

While Mr. Lugar was 
ignored and the other can- 
didates (including Dole) 
remained largely silent on 
foreign policy issues, Mr. 
Buchanan charged into 
New Hampshire with his 
anti-immigration, anti-free 
trade, anti-intervention 
and anti-foreign aid mes- 
sage. Playing to a con- 
stituency that is suffering 
from economic anxiety, 
Mr. Buchanan called for a 
five year ban on all immi- 
gration, an end to the 
North American Free 
Trade Agreement 

(NAFTA) and U.S. partici- 
pation in the World Trade 
Organisation, and an end 
to U.S. involvement in 
multi-national peacekeep- 
ing efforts. To those fear- 
ing a loss of jobs or stag- 
nant wages, Mr. Buchanan 
had a simple message; the 
reason “we” are suffering 
is that we have surren- 
dered American sovereign- 
ty to “them” (meaning 
immigrants, other nations, 
and the UN.). 

It was only when Mr. 
Btichanrin’s: poll numbers 
began -to rise. that. some of 
his Republican challengers 
began to respond in oppo- 
sition to his calls for pro- 
tectionism and isolation. 
On one day in New Hamp- 
shire, for example, while 
Mr. Buchanan appeared at 
a lumber mill that has been 
losing jobs due to the 
lower costs of imported 
lumber allowed in under 
the NAFTA legislation. 
Senator Dole countered by 
appearing at a New Hamp- 
shire-based high technolo- 
gy company that has creat- 
ed jobs based on rising 
expons. Mr. Dole's mes- 
sage' was .that “We can’t 
build a wall around Amer- 
ica and succeed" — a clear 
reference to Ml 


Buchanan's protectionist 
rhetoric. Candidates Ralph 
Alexander and Forbes and 
former candidate Gramm 
also joined in this criticism 
of Mr. Buchanan’s trade 
policy. 

But even with this nar- 
row economic debate, 
there is still no substantive 
discussion of broader for- 
eign policy issues. A 
review of the candidates’ 
positions papers reveals 
very little about their 
intentions. Once again, 
with the exceptions of Ml 
D ole and Mr. Lugar, the 
presentations of the other 
Republicans are limited 
and at times confusing. 

Mr. Alexander, for exam- 
ple, limits his entire for- 
eign policy presentation to 
250 words, in which he 
says the following: “World 
stability depends upon an 
active and vigorous U.S. 
presence." But be then 
turns immediately to a 
denunciation of foe U.S. 
presence in Bosnia on tbe 
grounds that “we are not 
the world’s policemen.” 

Mr. Forbes, too, argues 
that after the cold war foe 
U.S. “must have a pres- 
ence in Europe and Asia” 
and that “we can’t go back 
to foe isolationism of the 
1920s and 1 930s." But he, 
too. argues against foe 
presence of U.S. troops in 
Bosnia. Texas Senator Phil 
Gramm also shared this 
inherently contradictory 
position. before he 
dropped out of foe race. 
Mr. Buchanan and Ml 
D oraan vigorously oppose 
U.S. participation in Bosn- 
ian peacekeeping because 
U.S. troops were to be 
under NATO or UN. com- 
mand 

Only Mr. Lugar and Mr. 
Dole have attempted to 
support President- CHn- 
tonVbacking of foe 'Day- 
ton accords, and. only Mr. 
Lugar has been supportive 
of the Middle East peace 
process. 

In a speech before foe 
National Jewish Coalition, 
a Jewish Republican 
organisation, some of 
whose leaders have pro- 
Likud leanings, Ml Lugar 
gave credit to foe Clinton 
administration’s efforts to 
provide continuity to foe 
Middle East peace efforts 
of the Bush administration 
began in Madrid by foen- 
Secretary of State James 
Baker. The other Republi- 
can candidates (all except 
Buchanan, wbo did not 
attend) who appeared at 
foe same forum made wild 


and, to some extent, irre- 
sponsibly pandering com- 
ments. 

Ml Alexander, for exam- 
ple, praised what be called 
“foe importance that Israel 
plays for tbe security of 
foe United States” and 
then went on to berate 
Syria for not making peace 
with Israel- The U.S. mes- 
sage to foe Syrians, Mr. 
Alexander said, ought to 
“end the anti-Israel 
rhetoric, end the game- 
plaving and end drug traf- 
ficking.” 

Mr. Dole, who still feels 
that he needs to prove his 
credentials to tbe pro- 
Israel community, went 
even farther than Mr. 
Alexander. After praising 
foe U.S.-Israel relation- 
ship, be made foe strange 
observation that “the entire 
world has benefited from 
our relationship.” Speak- 
ing of foe post-cold war 
challenges of “terrorism, 
proliferation and radical 
fundamentalism, Mr. Dole 
stated “foe U.S. should 
face those challenges with 
an even closer relationship 
with Israel." Mr. Dole far- 
ther proposed a “full- 
fledged alliance — that 
would consist of a compre- 
hensive and concrete 
strategic partnership" and 
a “greater integration of 
U.S.-Israel Middle East 
defence planning." 

It is not uncommon for 
candidates to pander 
before a Jewish audience 
— in fact, the only time 
that Middle East issues are 
ever discussed is before 
Jewish audiences. What is 
exceptional, however, is 
that in an election year in 
which foreign policy is 
only rarely discussed, tbe 
candidates would go . to. 
such lengths in their pan- 
dering. [ 

This situation is also sur- 
prising because in 1992, in 
foe midst of the Madrid 
peace talks, most candi- . 
dates — including foe 
Democrats — displayed 
temperance in their discus- 
sion of Middle East issues. 
In 1996, with only Ml 
L ugar responsibly address- 
ing foreign policy issues, it 
appears that foe situation 
has changed in a negative 
way. Foreign policy, to 
these candidates, is not 
. about America responsibly 
projecting its values and 
leadership to the world; it 
is rather a campaign tactic, 
employed sparingly to 
inflame sentiments and 
pander for votes. 


By G wynne Dyer 

IN THE year 607, foe 
Roman Catholic Church 
foibade all those who had a 
vote in the choice of foe 
next pope from discussing 
the matter during foe life- 
time of foe. existing pope, 
and fr- three days after his 
death. On pain of excom- 
munication. 

It has been a while, and 
foe threat of. hellfire no 
longer figures prominently 
in foe private cosmology of 
some of the cardinals who 
will choose John Paul II’s 
successor. But they keep 
foeir -doubts to themselves, 
given the present atmos- 
phere within foe church — 
and none will discuss the 
succession. The ban still 
holds. 

Nevertheless, foe ques- 
tion is getting urgent, for 
John Paul II is not the man 
he was. He was blessed 
with a strong body, but it 
has had a tough time: a 
would be assassin’s bullet 
in 1981, a cancer foe size 
of an orange removed from 
his colon in 1992, a stain- 
less steel hip-joint after a 
fall in the shower in 1994. 

The Pope is 75, and he 
now looks every year of his 
age. On his recent trip to 
Central America and 
Venezuela (his 69fo major 
trip abroad since he 
become Pope in 1978), he 
was visibly exhausted most 
of foe time, and frequently 
winced in pain at the slight- 


est exer- 
tion. 

It will 
come to us 
all, should 
we live so long, but most of 
us are not part of an apos- 
tolic succession. The 265th 
Pope is, and it is inevitable 
that as his health fades the 
speculation mounts: who 
will be the next pope? 

The Catholic Church is 
even more divided now 
than when Karol Wojtyla 
was plucked from Krakow 
to became pope, for his mil- 
itant conservatism has 
rolled back much of foe 
new thinking of Vatican. 
Many of foe estimated bil- 
lion Catholics in the world 
are deeply distressed by 
this, but in Rome foe tradi- 
tionalists are still firmly in 
control 

This is particularly true of 
the College of Cardinals, 
whose votes will choose foe 
next pope. John Pauli II has 
been in office so long foot 
almost three-quarters of its 
members were appointed 
by him — and he has usual- 
ly chosen men in his own 
intellectual image. They are 
not going to elect a new 
John XXIII by accident. 

There will be no retreat, 
in foe next papacy, from the 
trenches that have been dug 
by John Paul 11 on issues 
like foe bans on euthanasia, 
abortion and contraception, 
or foe celibacy of the 
(exclusively male) priest- 
hood. But there remains a 


The next Pope 


choice: between someone 
who holds foe reins of 
dogma and obedience as 
rightly as foe present Pope, 
and one who would cut 
Catholics wbo dissent from 
the Vatican policy a little 
slack. 

John Paul II, for all his 
obvious popularity with tbe 
crowds, has reduced the 
church to a barracks-like 
discipline during bis 17 
years in office. The closer 
you get to the Vatican, foe 
more carefully people 
(including cardinals) 
choose foeir words even in 
private. 

“Know the man and his 
background, and (this) is 
perfectly in line," explained 
a senior monk with long 
Vatican experience. “In 
Poland you were for Com- 
munism or against it. In 
Poland, to turn out a crowd 
was to show that you had 
power. So there you are*, his 
theology — black and 
white — and his fascination 
with crowds.” 

But the crowds and foe 
charisma that enabled him 
to triumph against those 
who wanted to preserve a 
more open and tolerant 
church will not outlast the 
man himself. Doctrinally, 
John Paul II’s appointments 
to foe College of Cardinals 
virtually ensure that the 


dogmas be 
favours will 
survive him. 
The harshly 

unbending style 

in which he enforced them 
may not 

The softest of foe “papa- 
biti” (potential papal candi- 
dates) is Godfried Cardinal 
Danneels of Brussels, inter- 
viewed in Rome last year, 
he spoke about bow foe 
church might change: “Too 
much we are stressing foe 
truth, absolute truth. In 
future, I would say we 
should not be so much in 
foe truth as in the mercy. 
There are exceptions for 
everything; every human 
being knows that" 

The flexible approach may 
doom Cardinal Danneels’s 
chances of sitting on St 
Peter’s throne, for most of the 
men in the electoral college 
adhere to the conservative side 
in what used to be the Chtholic 
debate before John Paul il sti- 
fled it. 

But a general feeling that it 
is time to do some healing in 
the church probably bars insid- 
ers in the present Vatican hier- 
archy from succeeding the 
man they have served so zeal- 
ously. Thai would blight the 
candidacy of the Pope’s clos- 
est henchmen, men like Pio 
Cardinal Laghi, prefect of the 
Congregation for ’ Catholic 
Education, and Jozef Cardinal 
Tomko. the Slovak who heads 
the Congregation for the Evan- 
gelisation of Peoples. 

Which leaves whom? One 


tine of plausible speculation 
begins with the fact that John 
Paul n has transformed the 
membership of the College of 
Cardinals to reflea the shift in 
the centre of gravity of 
Catholics in the world. That 
means fewer Europeans in 
general, and fewer Italians in 
particular but many more 
Africans, Asians and Latin 
Americans. 

The centuries-old tradition 
of choosing only Italian popes 
was broken by Karol Wojry- 
las’s election, and is unlikely 
to be restored. On the contrary, 
die shift in the balance of 
membership within the Col- 
lege of Cardinals may tempt 
the Third Worlders to go even 
farther afield than Poland, and 
choose one of their own. 

The winning compromise 
candidate, in the end. may be a 
doctorinaliy orthodox Third 
Worider called Francis Cardi- 
nal Annze. The 63-year-old 
Nigerian currently holds the 

ultrasensitive job of keeping in 

touch with his Muslim coun- 
terparts “so that we are not 
stepping on each others' toes” 
as the two great faiths compete 
to convert fo e last great 
remaining reservoir of ani- 
mists in the world. 

The election in question may 
not happen for many years, for 
John Paul II is not yet history. 
But it is now undeniably on 
everybody's private agenda. 
And it would be entirely 
appropriate that foe Catholic 
Church, with a mostly Third 
World membership, should at 
last get a Third World pope 
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Potentially 

fatal 

attractions 

By AH Kassay 

One interesting phenome- 
non in Amman in the 
nineties is tbe return of foe 
street beggar and peddler. 
Whether you are htivibg a 
walk, slaving away at your 
place of work, or resting 
the weary bones at home, 
the odds are that your con- 
centration on the task at 
hand will be interrupted 
every five minutes by 
someone wbo tries to per- 
suade you to bear the bur- 
den of his maintenance, or 
wbo seeks to sell you a 
gadget which you neither 
need nor want, but he 
afgues that you should 
invest in it anyway because 
it is cheap. 

Recently, however, l had 
a caller of a different sort. 
He neither sought anything 
for himself, nor did he offer 
me the opportunity of a 
lifetime. This gentleman 
proffered a sizeable file fall 
of authentic-looking med- 
ical reports to support his 
case, and asked for a dona- 
tion for a third party who 
needed a medical opera- 
tion. As I read the reports, 
I noticed the affliction of 
foe stricken party. He 
needed treatment for a gun- 
shot wound. 

“How on earth, in our 
enlightened and civilised 
times, did your friend con- 
trive to position himself in 
tbe way of an onrushing 
bullet T I asked. The 
answer was simplicity 
itself. The man just hap- 
pened to go to a wedding, 
and the rest took care of 
itself. 

To the uninitiated, the 
: logic of this argument may 
; seem hard to grasp. Learn, 
then, that Jordanians con- 
tinue to celebrate weddings 
by discharging firearms 
into tbe air, and, occasion- 
ally, onto other wedding 
guests, despite the best 
efforts of foe Public Securi- 
ty Department to ban the 
practice. Every year, from 
Rumtha in the north to 
Aqaba in the south, gun- 
shots are fired in such 
quantities that, were they 
discharged on a baffle 
front, the situation would 
be classified as a major 
military engagement. 

The result, looking at 
things from foe civic point 
of view, - is invariably a 
modest, though brutal con- 
tribution to tbe national 
campaign to control popu- 
lation growth, and grant 
considerable experience to 
Jordanian surgeons. How- 
ever, there is another angle 
to the matter. 

In Jordan, foe advent of 
spring heralds more than 
clement weather and water 
shortages. It brings wifo it 
foal certain magic in the air 
which permeates all corners of 
the realm, causing young men 
■and nubile women to mm their 
heads towards each other wifo 
added interest. Romance rears 
its head, and weddings take 
place at a rate of four or five a 
day from March till October, 
making a rough total of more 
than seven hundred weddings 
in Amman alone each season. 
This means over seven hun- 
dred wedding gowns and tuxe- 
dos, to say nothing of befitting 
accoutrements for parents and 
assorted relations, bought and 
sold at a heady moment in 
people’s lives when they tend 
to be most open-handed. 
There is serious money to be 
made out of this. 

An entrepreneur who starts 
early in the season to sell 

designer-bullet-proof wedding 

outfits may capture up to fif- 
teen or twenty per cent of foe 
market before competition 
keys on to foe game and chips 
in wifo alternative products. 

Jf the enterprise nets only a 
hundred dinars per garment, 
simple arithmetic informs us 
that one would make a neat lit- 
de P**«. in addition, of 
course, to having performed 
an important civic duty. Any 
interested investors, please 
contact me on this matter care 
the Jordan Times 
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Port project angers Lebanese archaeologists 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Largely made of President 
Saddam's extended family, 
either through blood or mar- 
riage. the ruling elite in 
Baghdad has long been pla- 
gued by internal rifts. These 
have intensified since Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait in 19yo 
and with the crippling U.N. 
trade sanctions that followed. 

The leader of the main 
Iraqi Shiite opposition move- 
ment said a series of armed 
clashes broke out late Mon- 
day in Baghdad, including 
one near the presidential 
palace. Other groups denied 
(hat. 

Ayatollah Mohammad 
Bakr Al Hakim described the 
situation in his homeland as 
‘•turbulent.” 

The official Islamic Repub- 
lic News Agency quoted him 
os claiming that there were a 
targe number of casualties on 
both sides in the Tikrit fight- 
ing. But he gave no figures. 

Officials of the Iraqi 
National Accord, an opposi- 
tion group with an office in 
Amman, said four rocket- 
propelled grenades were 
fired at President Saddam's 
i palace in Tikrit's Al Awja 
district Sunday, apparently 
by supporters of Hussein 
Kamel. 

Bayan Jabr, a senior offi- 
cial of Al Hakim's faction, 
said in Damascus, Syria, that 
he was hearing reports of 
fighting between members of 
the Al Majid clan — to which 
the Kamels belonged — and 
followers of Uday Hussein, 
who wields considerable 
power in Iraq. 

A feud between Uday and 
the AJ Majids was cited as 
one of the main factors that 
prompted the Kamel 
brothers to defect Aug. 8. 

Mr. Jabr said Wathban 
Hussein, President Saddam's 
half-brother and former head 
of intelligence, was under 
house arrest in Baghdad after 
Qusai Hussein stormed his 
home to foil a planned defec- 
tion to the Kurdish self-rule 
enclave in northern Iraq. 

Wathban, long one of 
Uday’s chief protagonists, 
was shot and seriously 
wounded by Uday in a fire- 
fight outside Baghdad last 
August, according to Arab 
intelligence sources. 

Bar the defection of the 
Kamels, and the need for the 
regime to close ranks, 
brought a temporary halt to 
that feud. 

Apart from the reports of 
executions and fighting, 
rumours are circulating 
among Iraqis living abroad, 
with the opposition denying 
them. 

One said Saddam Hussein 
was killed by a bodyguard 
dose to the defectors or in 
fighting at his presidential 
palace. Another said Uday 
and President Saddam's third 
son-in-law, Jamal Mustapha 
Al Takriti, were wounded in 
Friday’s attack on the Kamel 
brothers. 

There were also rumours 
that Hussein Kamel’s uncle 
and former defence minister. 
General Ali Hassan Al Ma- 
jid, cut off the head of his 
dead nephew to prove his 
loyalty to President Saddam. 

“These are just rumours, 
but these events have become 
possible. Saddam's death 
could occur at any moment,” 
said Iraqi businessman 
Heshaam Juburi said, adding 
that the president’s entour- 
age included many relatives 
of the murdered defector. 


Oil talks 
resume 
March 11 

(Continued from page 1) 

arrangements with the Un- 
ited States during his meeting 
at the White House on the 
fifth anniversary of the cease- 
fire that ended the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

But the fate of the 550 
Kuwaitis missing since Iraqi 
troops invaded the emirate 
“is the top of our priority.” 
Kuwait Information Minister 
Sheikh Saud Nasir Al Sabah 
told a Washington news con- 
ference Tuesday. 

“There is no doubt that his 
highness the emir will discuss 
this with the president,” 
Sheikh Saud said. 

An Iraqi official said mean- 
while more than half a mil- 
lion Iraqis who are chronical- 
ly ill cannot obtain enough 
medicine because of the sanc- 
tions. 

“The distribution of medi- 
cine to 600,000 Iraqis who 
have medical cards depends 
on imports and the quantities 
of products delivered, which 
prevents patients sometime 
from obtaining them.” the 
official told state television 
on Monday. 


By Zeina Soufan 

Reuter 

ENFE. Lebanon — Archae- 
ologists are up in arms over 
a construction project they 
say threatens a unique site 
in Lebanon dating back 
thousands of years to 
Phoenician times. 

They say a modem fish- 
ing port being built at Enfe, 
70 km north of Beirut, is 
endangering the remains of 
a crusader castle, a Phoeni- 
cian defensive moat and 
Roman wine and olive oil 
vats that stand on a finger 
of land jutting into the 
Mediterranean. 

The project involves 
building a quay next to the 
site and a concrete bank 
along the opposite shore. 

“A concrete bank facing 
an historic citadel? It’s 
awful can you imagine con- 
crete under the columns of 
the temple of jupiter in 
Baalbek?” said archaeolo- 
gist Ibrahim Quoatly, 
UNESCO delegate at 
Lebanon” s Directorate 
General of Antiquities 
(DGA). 

“Enfe is a unique natural 
archaeological hill on 
which civilisations follow 
in succession. We have 
Phoenician, Roman and 
crusader remains in the 
same area,” Mr. Quoatly 
said. 

A 1977 presidential 
decree classified Enfe as a 
site of archaeological value, 
making the formal approval 
of the DGA necessary 
before any alteration of the 
site is permitted. 

Construction of the port 
began in September 1995 
al ter the transportation min- 
istry awarded a Lebanese 
company a 350 million 
Lebanese pounds 
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A truck loaded with rocks moves across ancient ruins to reach the shore where a new modern fishing port is under 
construction and Enfe (Reuter photo) 

($220,000) contract, Direc- cutor of north Lebanon for transportation and the min- defaced and its natural churches, including the 

tor-General of the Ministry “the immediate freeze of istcr of culture that works beauty distorted. chapel of Sayidei El Rih 

of Transportation I mad work at Enfe” but it was shall not endanger the Tt’’s a fait accompli. We which has fragments of 

Nawwum said. never answered. archaeological remains,” a are trying to minimise the Byzantine murals. 

On September 28. the "Instead, a gentlemen”* DGA official said. damage now,” the DGA The church was built by 

DGA made an official agreement was struck But archaeologists say the official said. the lords of Nephin (Enfe) 

request to the chief prose- between the minister of site has already been Enfe has four ancient when it was a fief of the 


crusader county of Tripoli 
in the 12th century. 

The town apparently 
served thousands of years 
earlier as a Phoenician port, 
as evidenced by a number 
of Phoenician slipways still 
remaining. 

A few metres from the 
shore. Roman vats for olive 
oil and wine production are 
carved in the rock, linked 
by underground channels. 

A 98 metre-long moat 
separates the peninsula and 
the remains of the 800- 
years -old. three- storey cas- 
tle from the shore and the 
presem-day village of Enfe. 

Memoirs of 12th century 
travellers recorded that the 
castle had 1 1 towers. Today, 
only one ’ lower can be 
identified. 

Some 20 construction 
trucks thunder through the 
moat about 100 times a day 
beside the castle walls to 
dump loads of rock into the 
sea to build the quay. 

Quoatly said vibrations 
from the trucks could affect 
some large rocks beside the 
moat believed to have been 
pan of a Roman castle or 
watchtower. 

On Feb. 7, the Lebanese 
government approved the 
establishment of an indus- 
trial zone in Lhe village of 
Enfe which stands hun- 
dreds of metres from the 
site. 

“This is a positive step 
which will keep ail facto- 
ries away from the archaeo- 
logical site. Now we know 
for sure we won”! end up 
with a canned sea-food fac- 
tory' next to the fishing port 
on the site,” the DGA offi- 
cial said. 


Policy Danes in post-cold war ancient Greek Black Sea dig 

inued from Daze 1) X ^ 


(Continued from page 1) 

Some prisoners, he said, 
were released earlier on indi- 
vidual basis as some informa- 
tion shows. They were not 
handed officially to the 
Jordanian government and 
thus “we have requested 
them (the Israelis) to makea 
final count of the number of 
prisoners and we expea to 
receive final information in 
the coming few days.” 

According to Dr. Muasher, 
most of the prisoners are 
charged with infiltrating into 
Israel or participating in 
armed acts against civilians or 
military targets. A few of 
them are charged with crimes 
as forgery or theft, he said. 

In response to a question 
on the number of Jordanians 
held in Iraq, Kuwait and 
other jails, the minister said 
Jordan was continuing its 
efforts to ensure the release 
of all Jordanian prisoners in 
all countries of the world. 

In reply to another ques- 
tion about the situation in 
Iraq, he said reports showed 
that “accounts are still settled 
in bloody methods, but I do 
not want to go into details 
before verifying informa- 
tion.” 

Dr. Muasher said there 
was still no immediate, orga- 
nised effort to stop what was 
happening in Iraq , stressing 
that Jordan cannot rely on 
information by the media, 
“not even those saying that 
Iraq might carry out some 
actions that might undermine 
security in Jordan.” 

He denied that a tripartite 
summit ro be attended by His 
Majesty King Hussein, Egyp- 
tian President Husni Mubar- 
ak and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat had been post- 
poned and said no date has 
been set for it yet. 

He told reporters the sum- 
mit will be preceded by 
Jordanian-Palestinian meet- 
ings to discuss regional pro- 
jects related to Jordan and 
the Palestinian self-rule 
areas. 

The minister said Jordan 
agreed to host Iraqi opposi- 
tion groups because “their 
goals are political and not 
military,” stressing that Jor- 
dan had nothing to do with 
the role of these offices or 
their plans to topple Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 
“This is a purely internal 
Iraqi affair,” he emphasised. 

He said he cannot deny nor 
confirm news saying Iraqi 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz was arrested be- 
cause the government was 
not sure of their credibility. 

In reply to a question on 
whether the jordanian 
ambassador in Baghdad was 
harassed by the authorities, 
he said Jordan will not allow 
harassment of any member of 
the staff at the embassy in the 
Iraqi capital. 


By Christopher Follett 
Reuter 

COPENHAGEN — Danish 
archaeologists have 

launched their first big pro- 
ject in former Soviet territo- 
ry, excavating an ancient 
Greek outpost in Crimea as 
a new era of post-cold war 
cooperation gets under way, 
“The collapse of the Sovi- 
et Union and Russia’s sub- 
sequent opening to the West 
has brought with it exciting 
new possibilities for coop- 
eration between archaeolo- 
gists,'’ Lise Hannested of 
Denmark’s Aarhus Univer- 
sity told Reuters. 

Archaeologist Hannestad 
is leader of a four-member 
Danish team digging on the 
2,400-year-old ancient 
Greek colonial site of Pan- 
skoye in Ukraine’s Crimea 
Peninsula, in cooperation 
with Russian archaeologists 
from Sl Petersburg’s Acad- 
emy of Sciences. 

TTie joint Russian-Danish 
dig. initiated in 1994, is 


expected to run over four 
summer digging seasons. 

“For generations we have 
only been able to conduct a 
very limited exchange of 
data (with the Russians) 
and actual cooperation in 
archaeological and research 
projects has been minimal," 
Ms. Hannestad said. 

‘To work in the current 
political situation in 
Crimea, where most inhabi- 
tants are Russians living in 
what is now Ukraine, (rails 
for a diplomatic approach," 
she added. 

Panskoye, on a cove on 
the northwestern coast of 
Crimea, was one of a string 
of Greek coastal colonies 
encircling the Black Sea in 
ancient times. 

It was set up around 400 
B.C. as a sub-colony of 
nearby Olbia, one of the 
biggest ancient Greek cities 
in the northern Black Sea, 
originally settled by Ionians 
from the Asia Minor city of 
Miletus. 

Later the settlement was 


PNA rounds up activists 


(Continued from page 1) 


vered he might have had links 
to the militant Islamic Jihad 
group. 

Israeli commentators had 
pointed to the quick gunning 
down of Hamideh as an ex- 
ample of public jitrers follow- 
ing Sunday’s bombings. 

Internal Security Minister 
Moshe Shahal said it now 
looked os if the driver had 
intentionally slammed his 
rented car into the crowd. 

“It’s not final but I have, 
the latest assessment from 
the checks done by police. 
The tendency is to see yester- 
day's incident as an attack,” 
Mr. Shahal told Israel Radio. 

“And that is based on in- 
formation in the hands of the 
police concerning the man 
himself, things he said, his 
background and technical 
checks of the route the car 
took,” he said. 

An Israeli army document 
has recommended slapping 
tough sanctions on the 
Palestinians, including cut- 
ting off water, electricity and 
medical ".-rvices, if Yasser 
Arafat fa is to crack down on 
anti-Isiael ex ■ mists, offi- 
cials said. 

A senior army officer who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity said the recommenda- 
tions were included in a six- 
page report drawn up two 
'months ago ar the request of 
General Ilan Biran. comman- 
der of the central region 
which includes the West 
Bank. 


The report, titled “Viola- 
tions of agreements with the 
Palestinians and possible 
sanctions” and written by an 
officer identified only as Col- 
onel S said that the sanctions 
'could range from tightening 
the closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip up to “if 
necessary, cutting off water, 
electricity and telephone ser- 
vices" to Palestinian areas. 

"If the Palestinian Author- 
ity doesn’t handover terror- 
ists to Israel and fight effec- 
tively against terrorism," the 
report said, Israel should also 
bar access for Palestinians to 
Israeli health care facilities 
and halt supplies of medicine 
to Palestinian hospitals. 

Israel radio said Gen. 
Biran repeatedly pressed his 
superiors to implement the 
report's recommendations 
but was firmly rebuffed by 
the foreign ministry and Gen. 
Oren Shahor, coordinator of 
Israeli activities in the terri- 
tories. 

The senior officer played 
down the importance of the 
report, saying: "There are 
dozens of documents express- 
ing the views of different 
army officers and they in no 
way represent official poli- 
cy.” 

But Ahmad Tibi, an Israeli 
and dose advisor to Mr. Ara- 
fat, was quoted on the radio 
Tuesday as calling for the 
immediate dismissal of the 
report's author. 


conquered by the nearby 
Dorian city of Chersonesos 
— today’s Sevastopol — 
before it finally succumbed 
to attacks by nomadic 
Scythians from the steppes 
in the middle of the third 
century B.C. 

"We chose the site 
because of its interesting 
building archaeology. 
There are traces of fortifica- 
tion but no walls. Panskoye 
was really a large ancient 
Greek village and there are 
not many of them extant in 
the area,” Ms. Hannestad 
said. 

"Russian archaeologists 
had previously excavated 
two large building com- 
plexes and a number of bur- 
ial grounds on the site but 
they had to give up their 
digs in the late 1980s due to 
lack of funds," she added. 

Apart from traces of a fort 
with four round towers at 
Panskoye. the Russian- 
Danish team has unearthed 
a fortified two-storey build- 
ing complex, with apart- 

Revelarion of the report 
coincided with a top level 
Israeli effort ro force Mr. 
Arafat to take firmer action 
against extremists following 
the twin suicide bombing on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Arafat was due to hold 
an unprecedented meeting 
Tuesday evening with Israeli 
army chief Amnon Shahak, 
who is to present a detailed 
list of actions the Jewish state 
is demanding ro halt anti- 
Israeli attacks, Israeli offi- 
cials said. 

Following Sunday's bomb- 
ings, Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres demanded that 
Mr. Arafat dismantle the 
guerrilla networks or risk 
undermining the future of the 
peace process. 

Palestinian police began 
rounding up Hamas militants 
and members of Islamic Jihad 
almost immediately on Sun- 
day and by Tuesday evening 
had detained more than 120, 
sources in the two move- 
ments said. 

The sweep began in Gaza 
City but spread late Monday 
and Tuesday to the West 
Bank where nearly 70 Hamas 
members were arrested, 
Hamas sources said. 

But the arrests did not in- 
clude senior Hamas leaders 
and an Israeli military official 
told AFP that the list of 
demands to be presented by 
Gen. Shahak Tuesday night 
would include 12 top mili- 
tants that Israel wants turned 
over. 

The 12 include Mohammad 
Deif, the commander of 
Hamas’ armed wing Izzeddin 


meat rooms, dining hail, 
workshops, stores and a 
shrine to Greek warrior 
hero heracles. 

A wealth of artefacts have 
been found, including terra- 
cotta figurines and reliefs, 
oil and wine jars, red fig- 
ured pottery and polished 
and black-glaze glassware 
from Athens. 

Of special note are a pot 
and a drinking bowl bearing 
Greek inscriptions naming 
both Olbia and the mysteri- 
ous ancient Greek agricul- 
tural fertility God Sabazios. 

The Greek Black Sea 
colonies were heavily 
dependent on farming. Set- 
tlements like Ptinskoye 
were the breadbasket of 
Olbia and Chersonesos, 
with extensive fishing and a 
rich agriculture based on 
the production of wheat, 
beans, lentils and wine. 

They were often centres 
of trade with non-Greek 
peoples, notably the Scythi- 
ans, who supplied grain 
from Ukraine to local 

Al Qassam. and his number 
two Abdul Fartah Surri, the 
official said. 

Gen. Shahak was also to 
insist that Mr. Arafat strike 
at the Hamas and Islamic- 
Jihad infrastructure, provid- 
ing a stria timetable for the 
disarming and arrest of hun- 
dreds of Al Qassam members 
and the destruction of 
weapons and explosives 
stocks, officials said. 

"We’re very serious, and 
the faa that we’re sending 
General Shahak in person 
with the list of Israeli de- 


Greek merchants for 
domestic use and export to 
the Greek homeland, 
including the Aegean 
islands. 

Greek merchants in the 
colonies exchanged luxury 
goods for grain to ship back 
to cities in Greece and Pan- 
skoye’s burial ground 
revealed rich finds such as 
jewellery, weapons, glass 
and perfume containers, 
reflecting this lucrative 
trade. 

Coin finds and signs of 
conflict and fire confirm 
that Olbia lost Panskoye to 
Chersonesos during the lat- 
ter’s expansion up the west 
coast of Crimea in the mid- 
fourth century B.C. 

Panskoye was partially 
rebuilt, complete with sev- 
eral Dew fortified buildings 
but the village was finally 
destroyed by the Scythians 
around 260 B.C. as indicat- 
ed by extensive finds of war 
materials, including arrow- 
heads and catapult stones. 

The Scythians set fire to 

mands proves it,” a senior 
Israeli official told AFP on 
condition of anonymity. 

“This rime we are more 
determined than ever to con- 
vince Yasser Arafat to act 
against Hamas," he said. 

But Mr. Arafat was also 
under pressure from Hamas, 
the main Palestinian opposi- 
tion movement, not to suc- 
cumb to the Israeli pressure. 

Mr. Arafat has been seek- 
ing a reconciliation with the 
movement which still enjoys 
wide support among Palesti- 


U.N. deplores Cuba downing 


(Continued from page 1) 


by U.S. authorities. 

“It is the peace, the 
sovereignty, the territorial in- 
tegrity and the security of 
Cuba (that) has been en- 
dangered for more than 35 
years,” he said. 

The United States sought 
to lay a legal foundation for 
any future sanctions it might 
want the United Nations to 
impose against Cuba, accord- 
ing ro one U.S. official. Bur 
its chances are slim, with few 
countries witling to encour- 
age Washington to slap any 
more sanctions on Cuba. 

U.S. President Bill .Clinton 
announced a series of actions 
Moqday designed to retaliate 
for the incident Saturday. 

Mr. Clinton halted all char- 
ter flights between the Un- 
ited States and Cuba and 
added new restrictions to 
Cuban diplomat^' tt c 


travel. He pledged support 
for legislation toughening the 
embargo against Cuba and 
said he would ask Congress 
to compensate the victims’* 
families our of $100 million in 
frozen Cuban assets. 

Mr. Clinton called the 
attack “an appalling remin- 
der of the nature of the 
Cuban regime: repressive, 
violent, scornful of interna- 
tional law.” and said he was 
“not ruling out any further 
steps in the future should 
they be required.” 

Several members of Con- 
gress and Cuban American 
activists demanded more 
punitive measures, starting 
with final action of a tough 
bill — bottled up in a House- 
Senate conference committee 
— that would dramatically 
expand sanctions on Havana. 


the fortified building and 
many of the inhabitants 
failed to escape, .ncluding a 
woman and child whose 
skeletons were found in .a . 
deep well on the site. 

“Coexistence with the 
nomadic Scythians must 
have been extremely diffi- 
cult throughout Panskoye’s 
history with major conflicts 
of interest, hence the need 
to fortify the village,” Ms. 
Hannestad said. 

She said Panskoye was a 
classic example of the con- 
flict between a nomadic 
people and a resident 
fanner population. 

“The two cultures did 
intermingle, the fwo peo- 
ples worked with each 
other, there was intermar- 
riage and Greek products 
were popular with the 
Scythians," she said. 

“But wherf there was no 
longer any need for peace- 
ful coexistence, the Scythi- 
ans destroyed the place, 
leaving it in ruins," Ms. 
Hannestad said. 

mans, in large part due to a 
broad network of social aid 
activities. 

Several Hamas figures 
were elected as independents 
in January to the new Palesti- 
nian legislative council. 

The movement issued a 
leaflet Tuesday branding the 
Israeli demands for a crack- 
down “a cheap and blatant 
attempt at blackmail.” 

“We implore the Palesti- 
nian Authority and members 
of the elected parliament to 
stand against the Zionist 
blackmail," it said'. 


Egyptians’ 
rights are 
violated’ 

(Continued from page 12) 

A statistical study included 
in the report prepared by 
Egyptian professor Nader 
Fargani said 27 per cent of 
immigrant workers believe 
they are discriminated 
against compared to nation- 
als “who work less and earn 
more." 

It said 58 per cent of the 
immigrants "have no work 
contract and only 15 per cent 
were unable' to bring their 
families with them due to 
stria regulations imposed by 
the host countries.” 

There are 900,000 Egyp- 
tians working under the spon- 
sor system used in Saadi Ara- 
bia, Bahrain, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates. 
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Arab Gulf states and EU resume 
dialogue tomorrow amid improving ties 


Israeli economy seen weathering 


West Bank, Gaza ban 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab Guif states and their 
main economic partner the 
European Union (EU) will 
reopen their long-standing di* 
alogue this week amid" re- 
ports of improvement in their 
relations that were Strained 
by EU plans to impose addi- 
tional oil taxes, the official 
media reported Tuesday. 

Senior officials from the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council iGCC) and the EU 
will meet in Brussels Thurs- 
day to pave the way for talks 
by their foreign ministers on 
April 22. the official Emi- 
rates news agency WAM 
said. 

As Gulf deiegastes began 
flying to Brussels, the United 
Arab Emirates (YAE) semi- 
official daily A1 Irtihad said 
the EU was about to 
announce it was officially 
abandoning plans ro intro- 
duce carbon taxes. 

The paper said it had 
obtained an official EU docu- 
ment staring that the group's 
15 members would shelve the 
project and give each of them 
the freedom to individually 
lake the appropriate mea- 
sures to protect the environ- 
ment. 


"The document includes 
an official EU position which 
buries the carbon tax pro- 
ject... This will bolster rela- 
tions between the two sides 
and help push forward the 
economic negotiations be- 
tween them." it said. 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 
bia. Bahrairt. Oman, Qatar. 
Kuwait and the U AE — were 
angered by EU plans to im- 
pose a tax of up to $10 on 
every imported barrel of oil 
as a measure to curb the 
emission of carbon dioxide, 
which is widely blamed for 
global warming. 

The six members have re- 
buffed argument that such a 
tax. which was supposed to 
be enforced in 1993, was de- 
signed to protect the environ- 
ment. saying it is designed to 
seek additional revenues to 
tackle budget deficits. 

Guif states and other oil 
producers were worried be- 
cause the tax would hamper 
growth in demand for crude, 
which they say is already 
heavily taxed in the EU and 
other major industrial coun- 
tries. 

GCC representative at the 
Brussels-based EU. Mushtaq 
Saleh, said last week the 15- 


year-old Gulf alliance and the 
EU were on the verge of 
reaching agreement on the oil 
tax, adding this would help 
their trade talks. 

WAM said Thursday’s 
meeting would cover political 
issues and economic and 
trade cooperation and would 
bring together senior foreign 
ministry officials. 

"The meeting is pan of a 
dialogue, which is aimed at 
strengthening relations be- 
tween the two sides.” it said. 

GCC countries, which con- 
trol around 45 per cent of the 
world's proven crude re- 
serves, have been locked in 
negotiations with the EU 
over the past eight years for a 
free trade agreement that 
could help them obtain tech- 
nology and give them free 
access to their lucrative Euro- 
pean petrochemical market. 

Heavy EU taxes on im- 
ports of Gulf petrochemicals 
and other products have com- 
bined with a decline in oil 
prices to upset their trade 
balance. 

From a surplus of nearly 
$30 billion, the GCC is now 
suffering a deficit of more 
than $10. billion in its trade 


with the EU. 

“The trade balance could 
improve if the EU removes 
barriers for our exports on a 
reciprocal basis,” a Guif eco- 
nomy official told AFP. 

Economists said the prop- 
osed free trade pact could 
become within reach if GCC 
countries unified their 
widely-varied customs tariffs 
and the remaining members 

— Saudi Arabia and Oman 

— joined the World Trade 
Organisation. 

Unification of customs, 
part of GCC plans to create a 
common market, has been 
demanded by the EU as a 
pre-requisite for any trade 
agreement, which will also 
facilitate the transfer of in- 
dustrial capital to Gulf states 
and support attempts to di- 
versify their oil-reliant econo- 
mies. 

Trade between the GCC 
and the EU stood at around 
$35 billion in 1994. including 
nearly $23 billion worth of 
EU exports. Around one 
third of the GCC's oil pro- 
duction is supplied to the 
EU, making it the biggest 
importer of Gulf crude in the 
world. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s 
finance minister said Tuesday 
the closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza after two suicide 
bombings would have little 
•impact on the Israeli eco- 


nomy despite the absence of 
almost 60,000 Palestinian 


almost 60,000 Palestinian 
workers. 

Abraham Shohat based his 
assessment on the presence in 
the Jewish state of tens of 
thousands of foreign workers 
from countries like Romania, 
Thailand and China, who can 
pick up the slack. 

"There will be some harm 
but it will be much less 
dramatic than when we didn't 
have all these foreign work- 
ers in Israel,” Mr. Shohat 
told Israeli Army Radio. 

He said earlier closures, in 
the wake of a wave of suicide 
bombings following the 1993 
Israel-PLO peace deal, had 
“a great impact,” on the 
country's economy. 


“Today the Israeli ^ eco- 
nomy is more flexible,” Mr. 
Shohat said. 

Israel Sunday sealed off 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip indefinitely following 
two bombings that killed 24 
people on a Jerusalem bus 
and one woman at an army 
hitchhiking post in Ashkelon. 

Closures are normal Israeli 
practice following such 
attacks and have proved de- 
vastating for Palestinians who 
depend on jobs in Israel to 
feed their families. 

But in the past two years 
Israel’s construction and agri- 
cultural sectors, the main em- 
ployers of Palestinians from 
the West Bank and Gaza, 
have increasingly looked to- 
wards foreign countries for 
cheap labour. 

“The impact of the closure 
will be minimal because of a 
decreasing dependence on 
workers from the territories 


as more foreign workers have 
entered the market," said 
Jonathan Katz, senior eco- 
nomist at Capital Holdings 
Consultants. 

Acording to the labour 
ministry, 59,000 Palestinians 
from the West Bank and 
Gaza work in Israel including 

12.000 in agriculture and 

36.000 in construction. 

This is about half the 

115.000 Palestinians who 
worked in Israel in 1992. 

Foreign workers in Israel 
number 73,000 out of a total 
labour force of two million. 
In addition, the interior 
ministry estimates that about 
100,006 foreigners work in 
Israel illegally. 

The agriculture ministry 
said it wold request licences 
for 4,000 more foreigners if 
the closure continues for a 
long time. 

But David Brodett, direc- 
tor general of the finance 


ministry, said he did not 
think Israel would prolong 
the closure because of its 
impact on the Palestinian 
economy. 

He said however that in the 
long term, Israel's industry 
must seek alternatives to 
bringing in more foreigners. 

"The matter bas to be dealt 
with. This includes making 
technological changes to re- 
place workers,” Mr. Brocket 
cold Israel Radio. 

Besides labour, Israel also . 
imports fruit and vegetables 
from the Palestinian -self 
ruled areas. This competition; 
for local produce helped re- 
duce inflation in 1995. 

A spokesman for the agri-. 
culture ministry said imports! - 
of vegetables from Gaza have 
been halted for a few days 
because of the possibility that 
explosives could be hidden in 
the cargo. But he said activity 
would resume in a few days. ’ 


EU, Morocco sign landmark trade deal$ 


A d ecade after Marcos, Philippine 
economy is still on reform path 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
overthrow of dictaror Ferdi- 
nand Marcos 10 years ago did 
not jus: restore Philippine 
democracy, it signalled the 
start of a radical economic 
transformation here. 

Corazon Aquino who was 
elected president after Mar- 
cos left the Philippines, and 
*tsr successs^r. Fidel Ramos, 
laboured to rreatt an export- 
oriented. !ib=-ali.«ed. foreign 
■nvesro r.e;- : 'kr.dly economy- 
rat o. c one that had been 
protectionist, highly control- 
led and inward looking. 

But their efforts to help a 
country left destitute by Mar- 
cos catch up with Asia’s eco- 
nomic Tigers have run into 
numerous obstacles, many of 
which were created by the 
same forces that unleashed 
the popular 1986 revolt that 
toppled Marcos. 

\ Communist guerrillas, 
rightist^ military coup plot- 
ters. affected '^smessmen, 
nationalist congressmen, lef- 
tist pressure groups, inter- 
ventionist courts and even 
the influential Roman Catho- 
lic church hierarchy have 
slowed moves to open up the 
economy and shrink deficits. 

Whiie Ms. Aquino and Mr. 
Ramos insisted that develop- 
ment and democracy go hand 
in hand, both administrations 


engaged in a protracted 
struggle with congress, the 
courts and street protesters, 
to get their measures im- 
plemented. 

"The process of getting re- 
forms is more difficult be- 
cause the public's under- 
standing of economics is 
poor,” says economist Mahar 
Mangahas, head of Social 
Weather Stations (SWS), an 
independent research group. 

Mr. Ramos has seen his 
popularity ratings fall to new 
lows in recent months as 
opposition groups of all 
stripes assail him for the im- 
position of an unpopular 10 
per cent value-added' tax and 
a hike in state-controlled oil 
prices. 

Arguments from most eco- 
nomists and business leaders 
that these measures are 
necessary for growth have 
gone unheeded by placard- 
waring rallyists and. grand- 
standing politicians, 

Mr. Ramos has also com- 
mitted to tax reforms affect- 
ing the powerful tobacco and 
liquor industries, the dereg- 
ulatioan of the oil industry, 
the opening of the retail trade 
to foreigners and lowering of 
tariffs — all issues which are 
increasingly controversial. 

Local experts fear Mr. 
Ramos may back down be- 


fore the clamour. 

“Ramos has to do the right 
thing, not the popular thing,” 
former budget secretary Ben- 
jamin Diokno warns. 

Political scientist Felipe 
Miranda, another SWS offi- 
cial. says their surveys found 
that Filipinos are "quite hung 
up on government protecting 
them, securing them against 
what would be the tendencies 
of business” — not a good 
omen fora government open- 
ing up to market forces. 

The post-Marcos years 
have seen numerous victories 
— the sugar, coconut, ship- 
ping, insurance, telecom- 
munications, mining and 
banking industries have been 
liberalised, and . restrictions 
on foreign-exchange trading, 
imports and most foreign in- 
vestments have been 
loosened if not totally abo- 
lished. .... 

A continuing privatisation 
programme begun in 1986 
ha's raised $6.5 billion 
through the sale of various 
state firms and assets - 

The economy responded 
by surging from 1987 to 1989, 
only to contract from 1990 to 
1992 due to rightist coup 
attempts, a series of natural 
disasters and a power shor- 
tage. 

Since Mr. Ramos was 


elected in 1992, growth has 
resumed with the gross 
national product rising by 5.3 
and 5.7 per cent in 1994 and 
1995 respectively. 


Foreign investments, ex- 
ports and tourist arrivals have 
been rising though stiil not on 
the level of nearby Malaysia 
or Thailand. 


BRUSSLES (R) —'Morocco 
and tfae European Union 
(EU), marking what they 
called a milestone on the 
road to regional stability, for- 
mally signed two key accords 
covering trade and coopera- 
tion and fishing Monday. 

The accords, initialled in 
November after months of 
wrangling over issues such as 
fpnngri sardines, cat flowers, 
tomatoes and EU access to 
Moroccan fishing grounds, 
were signed by Italian Fore- 
ign Minis ter Susanna Agnelli 
for the EU and Moroccan 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Latif Fflali. 


“This is a milestone in the 
creation of an economic area 
covering the whole of the 
Euro-Mediterranean region 
and making it a zone of peace 
and stability,'' Mr. Agnelli 
told reporters at the signing 
ceremony. 

The trade and cooperation 
accord is one of a series of 
similar deals the EU is piec- 
ing together with non-EU 
Mediterranean nations as 
part of its Euro-Med policy to 
create a free trade zone over 
the next 15 years. 

“We are turning a page in 
our relations with the Euro- 
pean Union,” Mr. Fflali said. 


“We are now setting our rela- 
tions with Europe in a 
framework of solidarity, re- 
ciprocity and co- 
development.” 

“This is the most important 
agreement ever signed by the 
Kingdom of Morocco... it ex- 
presses our dear wish to be 
closely attached to Europe,” 
he added. 

Mr. FilaK called on the EU 
to open permanent channels 
of communication between 
Brussels and Rabat to push 
forward the political, social 
and economic aspects of tbei 
accords. 

“A vast amount is at stake 


in this world of cutthroat 
competition,” he saidi 

The EU already has anflar 
deals with T unisi a and Israel ; 
is actively negotiating with 
Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt, 
is about to open talks with 
the Palestinian Authority, 
and has received a request 
from Syria for negotiations to 
begin as soon as possible. 

The aim, as declared at last 
November's 17-nation Euro- 
Med meeting in tfae Spanish 
city of Barcelona, is to use 
tiie multiple levers of di- 
plomacy, politics and. econo- 
mic to snore up the ELTs 
southern flank. 


Ukrainians tired of economic chaos, need IMF loans 


Peter Wallace, head of the * 
local office of the Economist 
Intelligence Unit, says that 
foreing investors' main con- 
cerns during the Aquino reg- 
ime — political stability and a 
reliable power supply — 
appear to have been solved. 

The major constraints re- 
maining are the lack of infras- 
tructure. he says, but notes 
that for once, government is 
committed to providing this. 


KIEV (R) — Ukrainians are 
running out of energy to deal 
with post-Soviet poverty and 
the government badly needs 
international credits to re- 
form the economy. President 
Leonid Kuchma said. 

Mr. Kuchma, fresh from a 
two-day visit to the United 
States, told a news confer- 
ence the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) had 
promised to expand and issue 
stalled credits as soon as 


Ukraine fulfilled reform con- 
ditions. 

“IMF head Michel Cam- 
dessus assured me the IMF 
will give Ukraine its full sup- 
port, under the condition 


Ukraine does not waste the 
money or print more of its 
own money,” he said. “On 
the other hand, (the IMF) 
should not just look at the 
numbers.” 


The IMF last month post- 
poned the latest S350 million 
instalment of a SI. 5 billion 
standby loan after Ukraine 
fell behind on reform re- 
quirements. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mke Argirion 


HOROSCOPE 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four o rtfinary words. 


What happened to the light*? , 


YUCIJ 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Glasbergen. 




FORECAST FOR WEDNES- 
DAY, FEBRUARY 28, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 


HE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 



ASM M« UMt Smen. tat. 
MWgaireMwiat . 


desires ami help them to gain 
their goals. Later, do whatev- 
er will improve jam awn 
talents. 


EVERF 


GLEIMN 




WHAT THE ELEC- 
TR1C.IAN FACEP WHm 
THE LIGHTING FAILED! 


TULIED 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : A 


ACROSS [i [2 [1 

1 Older but — 

6 Buddies 14 

10 Toodle-oo — 

14 Talus 17 

1 5 “ — ben Adhem’ jo 

1 6 Time periods 

17 Hustles 

20 Snore 

21 L 2 le comic. 25 26 27 s 

Jimmy 

22 Knowledge 32 

handed down — 

24 Musical group 38 . 

25 Solitary 5 ^ 1 

29 Not a soul j 

32 Actress 
Anderson 

33 Clothing 46 47 4 a 

35 Condiment 

38 Controls 52 

41 rilthy abode 

42 Expiates 

43 Senator Bob 62 

44 Commence 

45 Shaded leafy 65 r 

recess 1111 

46 Precipitous 0 1996 Tribune Media Services. Inc 

43 Robert— All nghs reserved 

52 Goddess of love 
55 Kind of team 
GO On the — 

(having poor 1 8 Japanese 

choices) vegetable 

62 “When I was — " 19 Mangle 

63 Raison d’ — 23 Agreemen 

64 Mountain nymph 25 Swiss 

65 Bribes mountains 

66 Fast planes 26 Blockhead 

67 Things lacking 27 Mere 


“The woman who sits next to me at 
work has really awful B.O. so I have to 
wear enough deodorant for both of us.” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FABLE WEIGH STANZA SUBDUE 
Answer What they considered the merger of the 
candy companies — A SWEET DEAL 


Peanuts 


THIS IS MY REPORT 
OH 11 HOW TO MAKE 
« DOG HAPPY" 


OBVIOUSLY, A WARM 
BED AND REGULAR 
MEALS ARE VERY 
IMPORTANT.. 


BUT A COLORING BOOK 
AND A NEW BOX OF 
CRAYONS MAKE MY DOG 
_ VERY HAPPY.. _ 


YES, MA AM .. MY 
? DOG IS A LITTLE 
* DIFFERENT.. 



Andy Capp 


C 1M4MGN 
Mr WSvmCAHONlMn 
AMjfKA swocatk me. 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


18 Japanese 
vegetable 

19 Mangle 
23 Agreement 


DOWN 

1 Rolls of bills 

2 Concerning 

3 Jaeger's cousin 

4 Graceful trees 

5 Spring back 

6 Rag 

7 Low grade 
wool 

8 Showy 

6 West African 
10 Bridge 
combination 
1 \ we all? 1 * 

12 Sample 

13 Property 


26 Blockhead 

27 Mere 

28 Nothing 

30 Seine feeder 

31 Food scraps 

33 — boy! 

34 Explorer 
Heyerdahl 

35 Singer Hank 

36 Leer ' 

37 River in 
Belgium 

39 Brown butterflies 47 Italian 
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SORRY ABOUT 
THAT — ^ 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Get into career activities 
early toddy and make real 
progress (fauing die daytime 
horns. Be happy at home this 

evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June. 

21) Study new outlets which 
can be more lucrative, and 
then go to the right sources 
fbr tfae information you need 
on fa new project. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to. July 21) Get up early 
and improve your appear- 
ance fbr you to be prosperous 
in your career. Study your 
practical goals and how to 
achieve them. 

L£o*. (July 22 to August 21) 
Study into that new plan 
which help yon to gain your 
aims more quickly mid easily 
and then discuss it with . 
higher-ups. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be more in- 
ventive in going after your 
aims and they are more earily 
attained. Take it easy tonight 
with your mate arid loved 
o nes. 

LIBRA: (September 23 ' to 
October 22) Contact some- 
one who can give you their 
support, and later tonight 
join them in some social out- 
let. State your ambitions 
dearly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You can 
understand at this time how 
to get ahead foster through 
new activities and outlets. 
You will gain prestige tins 

ev ening 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Try to 
appreciate your mate’s best 

r ities today and then later ■ 
evening you can handtg 
your best interest more effi- 
ciently. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Get ideas 
operating which will improve 
your public image towards 


Mutfn’Jeff 


Mwwasam. me evening 
later today can be fun with 
your loved one. 


AND NOW, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
WE COME TOTHS FINALS/ ' 

THE JUDGES WILLDECIDE 
-.THE BEST IN 
^ SHOW/ a 


40 Wedding vow 

44 Positions 

45 Literature 
Nobelfsl 

46 Sounds of 
laughter 


commune 
48 Belt 

50 Burdens 

51 Actor Wallach 
53 — - the line 

(obeys) 


54 Salamanders 

56 Plant fluids 

57 Govt. agts. 

58 Amo. a mas, — 

59 Units of energy 
61 Linkletteror 

Gartunkel 
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AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
'- r l ay 1 9) Study informs- 
tion which can help you to 
improve routines in the 
morning today, and later this 
ffemng get your outside con- 
tacts improved. 

PISCES: (February 20' to 
Mardi M) Plan time today to 
^ daring spare mo- 
"“S' T S e y** mate out to 

anfew, charming place and 
add some spark to your ro- 
mance. 
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Jordan trade delegation 
begins U.S. visit 


By George S. Hishmeh 
USIA Staff Writer 


mor e n C;;u; WASHINGTON — A Jorda- 




nian trade delegation Mon- 
m .. day began a week-long visit 
- n ges , ^ 10 l * ie United States in the 
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h hope, according to a spokes- 
^ man, of finding *'a marriage 
between U.S. technical 
know-how and managerial 
skills and the low-cost manu- 
facturing base in Jordan." 

The spokesman. Fawaz 
Shaalan, said his Jordan 
Trade Association group 
would spend two days in 
Washington and then fly to 
Chicago for one-on-one 
meetings with representatives 
of American businesses to 
discuss potential joint ven- 
tures and licensing, purchas- 
ing and distribution agree- 
ments. 

Speaking at a luncheon 
hosted by Jordan's ambassa- 
dor in Washington, Fayez 
farawneh, the leader of the 
.delegation of 11 Jordanian 
businesses, emphasised that 
his country nowadays serves 
Ss the “gateway" to the 


o ‘w ^ Ee*. Emerging Middle East which 
-ini- kM&iit he underlined has a market of 
“ n *'■*- 120 . million persons. 

"Trucking distance from 




* n fSotiaiin fc 1 Amman to Tel Aviv,” he 
■ n posabfc continued “is onlv five 



* .'‘ nar »n Elrr. : — 

‘^l i -na. u 

. Severs oft 
M ^ tlcs ^d eco®. 

I? 1 * U P the B*- 
^-ank. 


hours." It takes the same 
time to travel from Amman 
to Damascus or Beirut, he 
added, and one can reach 
Cairo in less than 24 hours. In 
other words, he repeated, "in. 
one day's driving you can 
reach a market of 120 million 
people.” 

Mr. ShaaJan added: "We 
know the U.S. possesses 
great technical know-how 
and great expertise in the 
areas of management and 
marketing. We fee! that in 
Jordan, we have a pretty 
good manufacturing base. I 
believe that a marriage of 
those two comparative 
advantages can be very be- 
neficial and would create a 
success that would allow us to 
service the new emerging 
Middle East.” 

The Jordanian business de- 
legation. which includes two 
women, represents among 
others para-pharmaceutical 
firms, agrochemical produc- 
ers, and retailers of bedouin 
handicrafts, and is seeking 
developers for a new plant 
for detergents and household 
products, V-S. distributors of 
natural Dead Sea products, 
manufacturers of entertain- 
ment machinepr, light bulbs, 
alkaline batteries, dried baby 
foods, cereals and organic 


fertilizer. 

This is the first Jordanian 
business delegation to visit 
the United States in the wake 
of the Amman Economic 
Summit conference last Octo- 
ber, which emphasised the 
partnership between the pub- 
lic and private sectors in the 
•Middle East. Although none 
of the American companies 
that the delegation is sche- 
duled to meet here and in 
Chicago were in Amman last 
year, Mr. Shaalan empha- 
sised that their trip here was 
pan of the “general effort" to 
project Jordan's economic 
liberalisation programme 
which has strengthened the 
private sector. 

In the past year. Jordan 
has enacted several new laws 
to emphasise the business- 
friendly environment in the 
country, particularly after the 
Jordan-israel peace treaty 
signed last October. 

This sentiment was echoed 
by Ambassador Tarawneh 
who expressed hope that 
ihrough the ongoing peace 
process the Jordan Rift Val- 
ley, which, he pointed out, 
had in the past served as a 
dividing line between adver- 
saries, would in the future be 
the "valley of peace bearing 
the fruits of peace." 
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Cray Research Chairman Phillip Samper (left) puter giants agreed to merge in a $752 million 
shakes hands with Silicon Graphics chief deal. The workstation maker agreed to acquire 
executive officer Edward McCracken after a the struggling supercomputer manufacturer 
Monday press conference where the two com- for cash and stock (Reuters photo) 


U.N.: Money laundering is 
stalling world’s war on drugs 


VIENNA (AFP) — The 
world-wide war against drug 
trafficking and abuse is being 
stymied by a lack of powerful 
legal weapons to combat 
money laundering, the Inter- 
national Narcotics Control 
Board (INCB) says. 

in its annua! report 
Wednesday, the Vienna- 
based U.N. agency called for 
a "general mobilisation" to 
combar a problem so great 
that it puis financial markets 
at risk and poses a "real 
threat" to democracy. 

"No country, rich or poor, 
large or small, equipped with 
sophisticated machinery to 
fight money-laundering or 
not, can consider itself safe 
from money-laundering acti- 
vities." it said. 

No one knows exactly how 
much dirtry money is being 
“cleaned" through interna- 
tional currency transfers, 
multiple financial transac- 
tions, seemingly legitimate 
investments and other 
means. 

But estimates suggest the 
figure runs to "several hun- 
dred billion dollars a year." 
exceeding the gross national 
product -of -most countries. 

The stirris are so great that 
“they are capable of tainting 


and destabilising financial 
markets, endangering the 
economic, political and social 
foundations of economically 
weak states — especially 
states that have just de- 
veloped market economies — 
and ultimately posing a real 
threat to democracy." 

Seizing drugs, "even in 
large quantities." has little 
impact on drug traffickers be- 
cause they can make up their 
losses with bigger shipments, 
the agency said. 

The better way is to confis- 
cate the assets and property 
of criminals, thus undermin- 
ing their ability to organise 
and maintain their operations 
"as well as their ability to 
corrupt.” 

“It is often the only way to 
destroy criminal organisa- 
tions and the kinds of traf- 
ficking operations they de- 
velop." it said. 

Many nations have taken 
steps against money launder- 
ing. but notably absent 
among them are Russia and 
other former Soviet repub- 
lics, where no laws as yet 
exist to fight the problem." it 
said. 

. Casting its eye. over the 
globe in its 70-page report, 
the INCB reported a rise in 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Tuesday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3738/48 
1.4530/40 
1,6268/78 
1.1822/32 
29.88/92 
4.9888/38 
1552.3/3.8 
104:61/71 
6.6770/70 
6.3400/50 
5.6124/24 
1.4080/90 
0.7587/92 
7.7307/j7 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


One sterling 
Gold (ounce) 


$1.5380/90 

$399.40/399.90 


drug problems almost every- 
where. 

— - Europe: The greatest 
concern is in the eastern half, 
especially in the former 
Soviet Union, where the drug 
problem is entwined with an 
overall rise in crime — and 
no ex-communist state has 
enacted a comprehensive 
drug law. 

In the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, it said, 
local-level crackdowns have 
had a limited effect, the jus- 
tice system is slow and cor- 
ruption among officials is 
rife. 

Drug trafficking has thus 
grown into a network that 
takes in ex-Soviet nationals 
who are now living in Au- 
stria. the Czech Republic, 
Germany. Hungary and Po- 
land. 

There has meanwhile been 
a considerable rise in cocaine 
seizures in Europe, where the 
east is being used as a conduit 
for South American cartels 
supplying the Western Euro- 
pean market. 

— .Asia: Money laundering 
is a growing problem, the 
board said. Many financial 
transactions are being done 
in China — a major conduit 
for South East Asian heroin 
— through informal chan- 
nels. making enforcement 
that much harder. 

South East Asia remains 
one of the world’s biggest 
heroin producing areas, with 
large quantities' being con- 
sumed in the region as well as 
being exported abroad. 

India. Nepal and Sri Lanka 
are increasingly being used as 
transit points for Europe- 
bound heroin from both 
Southeast and Southwest 
Asia. 

— The Americas: Peru and 
Bolivia remain the leading 
sources of coca which, in 
Colombia, is refined into 
cocaine. 

In the United States, a new 
aspect of the drug problem is 
the illegal manufacture, traf- 
ficking and abuse of meiham- 
pheiamine. as well as the 
abuse of hallucinogens such 
as LSD and consumed at 
all-night “rave" parties. 
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Furnished /Unfurnished 
Semi Villa For Rent 

In Sweifieh , 4 bedrooms. 

4 bathrooms. 

Other furnished / unfurnished 
villas, flats for sale or rent are 
available. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 
810520 
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Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 1 

Sweifiyeh 
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Deluxe Villas 
\8LAppartments\ 
in Amman 


Tel. £64230 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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European Steaks & CNcKen 
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Saket sees Palestinian 
market most important 
for Jordan in the future 


•tret THE PALESTINIAN market is Jordan's most impor- 
tant market in the future due to its proximity and the 
unique ties between the two people, Bassam A! Saket, 
president of the Jordan Trade Association, said in an 
interview. Noting that both the Jordanian and Palestinian 
markets are geographically and historically an extension to 
each other. Dr. Saket said it would be better to reconsider 
the economic agreements between the two sides in order to 
lift commercial and customs restrictions and maximise 
cooperation and trade. 

Dr. Saket said trade protocols have faciliated the opening 
of new markets for Jordanian products in the past but, in 
tbe long run, these protocols have been among thd 
hindrances to exports by not encouraging exporters to 
focus on quality and international standards and to 
diversify their output. He indicated that the Kingdom's 
financial and exporting institutions lack the initiative and 
the means to use new alternatives in the banking and 
commercial operations and stressed the need to introduce 
and encourage future trading and financing techniques. 

Asked about the barriers that impede our national 
industries from competing internationally. Dr. Saket men- 
tioned the following points: 

— Weak adherence to international standards in produc- 
tion and packaging 

— Lack of raw materials at competitive prices due to the 
limited internal market 

— Limited knowledge of the size of outside markets 

— Lack of regular and direct shipping lines to numerous 
destinations around the world 

— Lack of specialised export departments at Jordanian 
companies 

— Weak research and development departments at institu- 
tions 

— Limited information about international markets 

— Reluctance of exporters to invest in foreign markets 
through participation in fairs, printing catalogues, joining 
trade delegations ... etc. 

— Low productivity due to weak qualifications and 
development. 

Dr. Saket proposed four points to encourage exports. 
First, to set up coordination committees between the public 
and private sectors to lay down export policies and 
supervise their implementation. (May be a higher council 
for exports?). Second, to set up export houses (similar to 
those in Turkey and Japan) with joint government and 
private capital to be managed by the concerned sector. The 
remaining two proposals were to give a prize to the "best 
exporter" and to grant priviliges and facilities or specific 
exemptions to companies with regard to the volume of 
exports. 

Dr. Saket, a former minister of industry and trade, 
pointed out that a foreign investor weighs many factors 
before deciding to select a particular investment project. 
He mentioned intellectual property rights, market free- 
dom, good public administration and degree of government 
role in the economy as main areas of concern to a potential 
foreign investor (Al Aswaq). 
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Meta! 

USD/Oz 


Metal 

LSttOr 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

592.95 

7.90 

SOW 

5.50 

0.100 


27 / 2/1996 


Cnracjf 

BU 

Offer 

UJSL' Oottar 

0. 1010 

0.7700 

Stcefian PwbmI 

1.090 

1.0964 

Pratsche Mark 


0.4299 

Swte Franc 

0^1994 . 


French Franc 


HIB 

Japanese Yea* 

0.6779 

0.6213 1 

Dutch GaBder 

0.4353 


SnaSsh Krona 



Italian Lira* 

0.0455 

0.0457 

Btlpn Franc 



‘nnn 

Other Cnrranrtne 

Bee 

« J.7/2/1996 

Oarencjr 

BU 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

l-*620 

1.2780 

Lefantse Lira" 



Saadi Kijral 


mmm 

KmndU Dinar 

2.3070 

■my 

Qatari Rtyal 

... 0.7932 


EcrpUan Pound 

0.2000 

0.27OO 

Omxal ftal 

1-MM 

L*470 

UAE DHn 

0.7922 


Greek Drachma” 

0^2845 

HH9I 































































































Martina Navratilova 


Navratilova may play 24th Wimbledon 


NEW YORK (R) — Retired tennis star Martina Navratilova 
may yet appear in her 24th consecutive Wimbledon this year 
with a chance to equal the all-time record of 20 titles at the 
championships. 

“It is completely 50-S0 at this point, I really don't know,” 
Navratilova] said at a news conference to announce her 
participation in HBO's Wimbledon coverage, along with Billie 
Jean King and Mary Carillo. 

“We will see how the body responds when I start putting it 
through the paces again,” said the 39-year-old Navratilova, 
who retired from pla ying full time in 1994. 

In her 23rd consecutive Wimbledon last year, Navratilova 
won the mixed doubles title with American Jonathan Starks, 
her 19th career Wimbledon crown. 

She bolds the Wimbledon record of nine singles titles and 


also has claimed seven women’s doubles titles and three mixed 
doubles crowns at the All-England Cub. 

King currently holds the ail-time mark with 20 career 
Wimbledon titles — six singles, 10 doubles and four mixed 
doubles. King teamed with Navratilova in 1979 to win her 
record 20th tide. 

Starks has committed to playing with Navratilova again this 
year and she said she hoped to make up her mind by April. 

She also said she still might play women’s doubles at 
Wimbledon if she can find a suitable partner, though 
Navratilova entertains no such thoughts about any of the other 
Grand Slam tournaments. 

“The place is magical and I love playing on grass,'* she said. 

“Chances are if Wimbledon was played on any other 
surface, I probably wouldn’t be as tempted.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


PSG coach will not quit 


PARIS ( AFP) — Luis Fernandez, the embat- 
tled coach of French league leaders Paris 
Saint Germain, dismissed talk of resignation 
on Monday in the wake of another dismal 
performance at the weekend. PSG topped 
three consecutive league defeats by being 
dumped out of the French Cup third round on 
Saturday by Auxerre. The club reacted by 
setting up a crisis committee on Sunday to try 
and stem the disastrous run. But Fernandez, 
criticised recently for his team selection, said 
that ‘'not for one moment” had he thought of 
quitting. "It's not in my nature to get discour- 
aged and that possibility has not been on the 
agenda,” he said, addiong: “I have complete 
freedom in team selection.” Though PSG are 
still top of the French First Division, second- 
placed Auxerre trail by three points with a 
game in hand. And third place-Metz, four 
points behind PSG. have two games in hand. 
The present crisis could not have come at a 
worse time for PSG, who face Parma in the 
European Cup quarter-finals next month. 


Green of Phoenix Suns during a game on 
Sunday. The fine is the stiff est penalty in 
NBA history for an elbowiong incident, NBA 
senior vice president Rod Thom said. Reid 
struck Green in the mouth with his elbow 
early in the fourth quarter of the Suns' 
113-105 victory. Green lost two teeth and was 
hospitalised overnight. X-rays showed no 
fracture of the jawbone and Green was 
expected to play Monday night against Utah. 
Green has the longest current ponsecutive 
games played streak with 783, 122 short of the 
all-time record held by former Buffalo Braves 
guard Randy Smith. In his 1 1 NBA seasons he 
has missed only three games. Reid denied 
reports that he had said he was out to get 
Green. He said he had words with Suns centre 
John “Hot Rod" Williams. “Hopefully he’ll 
be OK," Reid said. “I told Hot Rod because 
he was hanging on to my jersey just to get off 
me. Out to get A.C.? No." 


St. Etienne get new coach 


Stoichkov in boycott threat 


SOFIA (AFP) — Bulgaria will boycott their 
friendly against England next unless they are 
paid bonuses for having reached the Euro- 
pean Championship finals, goal ace Hristo 
Stoichkov warned here. The Parma striker 
issued the warning on his arrival on Monday 
night from Italy. According to Sport newspap- 
er, each member of the natinal squad should 
get a share of a million dollar bonus for having 
qualified for the Euro 96 finals, which Eng- 
land awre hosting in June. Bulgaria, who are 
due to walk out at Wembley Stadium on 
March 27, have a warm-up match against a 
Russian second division side. Shinnik Yarol- 
savi, here on Wednesday. 


SAINT-ETIENNE (AFP) — Former French 
international defender Dominique Bathenay 
was named Saint Etinne’s coach till the end of 
the season here on Monday, succeeding Elie 
Baup who was sacked at the weekend. Bath- 
enay, a former Saint Etienne player, coached 
Sete and Reims prior to taking charge. For- 
mer French captain Maxime Bossis had taken 
temporary control after Baup's dismissal. The 
dub, who play Lyon at home on Tuesday, lie 
third from bottom of the French First Divi- 
sion. 


IOC in talks with Bosnians 


Reid fined and suspended 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The National Basket- 
ball Association suspended New York Knicks 
forward J.R. Reid on Monday for two games 
and fined him $10,000 for elbowing" A. C. 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AFP) — An IOC 
delegation met with the Bosnian Prime Minis- 
ter Hasan Muratovic on Monday to discuss 
rebuilding destroyed Olympic arenas in 
Sarajevo. IOC President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch had previously pledged $10 mil- 
lion to the project to rebuild the arenas, used 
for the 1994 Winter Olympics, that have been 
destroyed in more than three years of civil 
war. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


might well tail, but Tour spades 
required no more than normal 
breaks in spades and diamonds. 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 

A TANNAH H1RSCH 

OI“» Tnnim UM] Sums Inc 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT STRAIN 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
* JG 
?A872 
0 A72 
+ A754 

WEST 
*Q743 
7Q6 
O 10 9 
*KQJ63 

SOUTH 


Opening lead: King of 4 
When both partners have bal- 
anced hands, no trump is a logical 


contract to play. If one hand is 
ributioi 


EAST 

*82 

? J 1054 3 
'■ K 8 S 
*1092 


highly distributional, a suit con- 
tract is often a better spot even if 
an eight-card major-suit fit does not 
exist. 


West led the king of clubs, taken 
in dummy with the ace, and the 
jack of spades was played in an 
efTart to tempt East to cover. When 
East followed low, however, declar- 
er spumed the finesse in favor of 
cashing the ace and king, in an 
effort to drop her majesty. When 
the queen did not appear, declarer 
abandoned trumps in favor of set- 
ting up the diamond suit 


Note North's preference to three 
spades with a doub 


SOUTH 

l* 

30 


* AK 1095 
<?K9 


0QJ643 

*8 


ling 

WEST NORTH 

EAST 

Ptm 2RT 

Pass 

Pom 3a 

POH 

Pass Pass 

Pass 


oubleton. Having 
already shown a balanced hand, 
that probably lacked three-card 
support for South's major, there 
was no reason la re bid no trump, 
especially since aces are normally of 
more use at a suit contract. So 
North made the waiting bid of three 


A diamond to the ace and a dia- 
mond back fetched 'the king from 
East, and declarer was in control. 
The diamond suit was established 
and, even if East gave West a ruff, 
■the best the defenders could do was 
to take two trumps and a diamond. 
East tried valiantly by forcing 
declarer to ruff a club. Another 


spades, to see what would ensue. 
South's raise to game ended the 
auction. After a club lead, possible 
from East's holding, three no trump 


trump lead now by South would 
have been fatal, but South simply 


started running red-suit winners, 
allowing West to score bath trumps 
at leisure, but no more. < 


Jazz 
rout 
Suns 


SALT LAKE CITY (R) — 
A.C. Green made a Cameo 
appearance to keep his con- 
secutive games streak alive, 
but his presence did little to 
inspire his Phoenix Suns 
teammates on Monday. 

Karl Malone scored 27 
points and John Stockton 
added 16 points and 1 1 assists 
to lead the Utah Jazz to a 
110-87 thumping of the Suns. 

Charles Barkley had 17 
poims and Danny Manning 
added 16 for Phoenix, which 
had its season-high four- 
game winning streak snap- 
ped. Barkely had just six 
rebounds, snapping his 18- 
game streak of double- 
doubles. 

Green, won had two teeth 
knocked out by a .vicious 
elbow from J. R. Reid of the 
New York Knicks on Sunday, 
played 68 seconds and left the 
game to extend his streak to 
785 consecutive games play- 
ed. the longest current streak 
in the league and 121 shy of 
the all-time NBA record. 

The Jazz won for the fifth 
time in six games to regain 
sole possession of first place 
in the Midwest Division, hajf 
a game ahead of San Anto- 
nio. 

Utah used a first-quarter 
11-2 run and a second- 
quarter 17-8 spurt to put the 
game out of reach. 

“They played real well, 
they shot the ball well... and 
we didn't do a good job," 
said Phoenix coach Cotton 
Fitzsimmons. 

“I thought we were making 
some progress, but we took a 
couple of steps backward 
tonight." 

In Boston. Reggie Miller 
scored 39 points, including a 
three-pointer with six 
seconds left in overtime, to 
lift the Indiana Pacers a 122- 
119 win over the Celtics. 

Miller was held scoreless in 
overtime until hitting the trey 
from the left wing to give the 
Pacers at 120-119 edge. 

The Celtics had a chance 
for a final shot but Dee 
Brown stepped out of bounds 
for the second time in the 
extra session after receiving 
the inbounds pass with 2.2 
seconds left. 

Dino Radja scored a 
season-high 33 points and 


Japan 
count on 
S. America 
for 2002 
cup bid 


TOKYO (AFP) — The pre- 
sence of dozens of Latin 
American footballers in the 
J-League is helping Japan in 
its battle with South Korea to 
host the 2002 World Cup 
finals. 

Brazilian President Fer- 
nando Henrique Cardoso 
told Japanese journalists in 
Brasilia overnight that he 
would back the Japanese bid, 
the Kyodo news agency re- 
ported Tuesday. 

“I would choose Japan be- 
cause it is better prepared to 
be the host country for the 
finals,” said Carsodo, who 
was due to visit this major 
aid-providing nation in 
March. 

He added that the presence 
of dozens of Brazilians, some 
of whom guided their country 
to World Cup glory in the 
1994, had decisively contri- 
buted to improving soccer in 
Japan, Kyodo said. 

Brazilians account for half 
the 64 foreigners on the 
Japanese J-League payroll 
for the new season which 
starts on Marcfa'16. There are 
also eight Argentines and a 
Paraguyan international. 

Last week, visiting Argen- 
tine Foreign Minister Guido 
Di Telia told his Japanese 
counterpart, Yukihiko Ikeda, 
that he was backing Japan. 

“Other South American 
countries will also back 
Japan’s bid,” Di Telia was 
quoted by Japanese officials 
as saying. 


Olympic stadium repaired t 
— how badly needed? 


ATLANTA ( AP) — The reason the Olympic 
stadium needed $3 million in repairs and 
reinforcements before it even opened may 
remain a mystery until after the games, when 
organisers try to get that money back. 

Though the need to reinforce parts of the 
steel structure was discovered in an engineer- 
ing review that was prompted by a fatal 
construction accident, no evidence has sur- 
faced to suggest that the additional problems 
— now being corrected — posed a safety 
threat. 

The repairs, including reinforcing steel sup- 
ports in the press box and other areas, have 
been described instead as needed to forestall 
costly repairs after the building becomes the 
home of the Atlanta Braves Major League 
Baseball team. 

However, there has been no public docu- 
mentation of exactly why the reinforcements 
were needed, leaving some to wonder 
whether the crown jewel of the 1996 games in 
beset with uncorrectable problems. 

“The information has not come forth. It's a 
bad situation to be in,” said Reggie Williams, 
executive director of the Atlanta-Fulton coun- 
ty recreation authority, which gets the $230 
million, 83.500-seat stadium for free after the 
Olympics but will be responsible for its 
upkeep. 

“When you start talking about reinforce- 
ments. that's not aesthetics. That's integrity 
and safety.” Williams said. “There are things 
every body's concerned about. Maybe there 
aren’t things to be concerned about... but 
they require an explanation.” 

The engineer's report, obtained by the 
Associated Press, detailed where the work 
was being done but did not address why. 

Officials at the Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games (A COG) are convinced the 
finished stadium will be safe and sound. 

“Other than the complicating factors of cost 
and complexity that it adds to the completion 
of the work, there is no risk, there is no 
concern over the ultimate safety of the facil- 
ity." said BUI Moss, the ACOG construction 
manager. 


Moss refused to discuss specifics of the 
repairs, in part because the issue of who was 
at fault for necessitating the added work 
probably is headed for court. 

Though $3 million is a fraction compared 
with the total cost of the stadium, ACOG is 
paying S207 million, to build the Olympic 
stadium and convert it- to a baseball park, 
while the braves are chipping in $23 million. 

The story of the stadium repairs began with 
a plan, since scrapped, by ACOG to string a 
tightrope from a light tower for a high-wire 
act during the opening ceremony. 

While evaluating that plan, a structural 
engineer from Rosser International, one of 
the four firms that together designed the 
stadium, discovered that he had miscalculated 
how much weight the tower could hold, 
according to an investigation last year by the 
occupational health and safety administra- 
tion, a federal government bureaucracy. 

The design team, however, did not im- 
mediately take corrective action. Os ha said. 
Ten days later, a truss on the tower collapsed, 
sending construction worker Jack Falls 46 
metres to his death and injuring a co-worker. 

After the accident, the design consortium 
hired Weidlinger Associates Inc., a New 
York-based structural engineering firm, to 
recommend how to rebuild the light tower 
and also to conduct a “peer review" of the 
entire stadium. 

In a report dated Oct. 27 but not publicly, 
acknowledged until last month, Wiedlinger 
said the stadium needs more braces and beam 
in the press area, exterior pedestrian ramps, 
and roof trusses and corbels, the concrete 
supports that project from a wall. 

“If Jack hadn’t died, these things would 
have been overlooked also," said Lynne Falls, 
the construction worker’s sister. 

Noah Long, Rosser's senior vice president 
who has acted as a spokesman for the design 
team, was out of town and could not be 
reached for comment. He has previously 
described the work as enhancements to make 
an already solid stadium stronger. 
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The New York Knicks Matt Fish (left) one-hands a jump shot as the Los Angeles Lakers Vlade Divac defends, in the first period 
of their game at the Forum in Inglewood (Reuters photo) 


David Wesley added 23 for 
the Celtics, who have drop- 
ped five in a row. 

Rik Smits had 19 points 
and 13 rebounds for the Pac- 
ers, who had seven players in 
double figures. 

At Los Angeles, Cedric 
Ceballos scored 27 points and 
Elden Campbell added 17 


points and 10 rebounds as the 
streaking Lakers beat the 
undermanned New York 
knicks 114-96. 

Eddie Jones scored 16 
points and Sedale Threat 
added 15 for the Lakers, who 
won for the ninth time in 10 
games and snapped a seven- 
game losing streak to New 


York, dating to March 10. 
1992. 

Anthony Mason had 23 
points and nine rebounds and 
Derek Harper added 16 
points for the Knicks. who- 
dressed just nine players with 
starters Patrick Ewing and 
Charles Oakley injured and 
J. R. Reid sitting out the first 


of his two-game suspension 
for elbowing Phoenix for- 
ward A. C. Green Sunday- 


RESULTS 


Indiana 122, Boston -119- (OT) 
Utah 110, Phoenix 87 
LA Lakers 114, New York 96 
Detroit 93, Sacr amento 78 


STANDINGS 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Midwest Div. 

W 

L 

PCt 

GB 

Atlantic Div. 

W 

L 

PCt 

GB 

Utah 

37 

17 

.685 

- 

Oriaado 

40 

15 

.727 


San Antonio 

36 

17 

.679 

»/i 

New York 

32 

22 

.593 

Vh 

Houston 

36 

20 

.415 

14‘A 

Miami 

26 

29 

.473 

14 

Denver 

22 

31 

.340 

ISVz 

New Jersey 

24 

30 

.444 

ISVi 

Dallas 

18 

35 

.302 

20 ‘A 

Washington 

24 

30 

.444 

15 Vi 

Minnesota 

16 

37 

.212 

25 

Bosun 

19 

36 

.345 

21 

VAncouver 

11 

41 



PhftaddpMa 

10 

43 

.189 

29 

Pacific Div. 

W 

L 

PCt 

GB 

Central Div. 

W 

L 

PCt 

GB 
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height'; 
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Seattle 
LA Lakers 
Phoenix 
Golden State 
Sacramento 
Portland 
LA Clippers 


42 

12 

.778 

. 

Chicago 

49 

6 

-891 

. 

34 

20 

.630 

8 

ImKflna 

35 

20 

.636 

14 

27 

27 

.500 

15 

Cleveland 

3! 

22 

.585 

17 

26 

28 

.481 

16 

Atlanta 

30 

24 

556 

1814 - 

24 

28 

.462 

17 

Detroit 

28 

25 

.528 

20 

25 

30 

.455 

17’/i 

Charlotte 

27 

26 

.509 

21 

17 

37 

J15 

25 

MBwanhee 

20 

33 

377 

28 - 





Toronto 

14 

39 

264 

34 . 
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CINEMA TEL' 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

| 

Jean C-Iaude Van Damm 
in 

SUDDEN 

DEATH 

Shews: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:31? p.m. 

Adel Emam/Dalal Abdel 
Azeez/ Shereen Saaf AlNaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30 .6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORP 


CONCORD "1” 

Adel Emam/ Dalai Abdel Azeez/ 
Shereen Saaf AlNaser 

Sleeping on Honey 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Van Dam /Roger Moore 

THE QUEST 

- Shows: 12, 1:45. 3:30. 5:15, 6:45 “ 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 

CINEMA/ TEL: 618274 - 6X8275 


Ahmad Zaki / Ragdah 
In 


ESTAKOZA 


(Arabic) 

•Shows: 12:30, 3, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Performances of the play 

“Ahlan HukouqAI 
Insan Al Arabi” 

Welcome 


Arab Human Right* 

Will cease 

from Feb. 26 till March 18 ^ - I 
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ii Billie Jean King: U.S. team 
<pvould balk at playing in Germany 


ause .j Cup captain Billie lean 

Saline liSu e .rf' ‘ n £ said Monday the United 
^ fo r r I,l e jdt a [es would balk at playing 
>n i s ° u n. Germany with Monica 
of the . ^liou J ' es on l ^ e learn ^ ^e two 
>n r,-, i ,a dnim Marions advanced to a show- 
n , r 


»EW YORK (R) — U.S. 


K ~ U| ^m ,'anuns 

au 'l<j Kj'^'own in the semifinals, this 

e chin,? * h aw^ mer ' 

■tadiuir? 111 - lr * %'* "1 don ' 1 th ’ nk we should go 
>ed h- r -Pairs h 3 1 0 Germany because of 
ahr rr? /Monica." King told. Reuters, 
nino * er for "I f wc have to play 
r ? Cere rnf, ni a '".(against) Germany, we 
4 - ar Plun s bould havc 3 nc utral place,” 
, In >ernai " ’Ji said King. '•Definitely. There 
,rj 8whe r '^1. *•*»* even a question.” 

*hat ht t Seles, sidelined for more 


the 


- if. u ~ (ten two years before coming 
2M| *au<m h. r '°u!d'baicfc last summer after being 
1 and saf y J'eir- tabbed in the back during a 
s rnmt ni l Iv saw* in Hamburg in April 
■ ho«.. ei u,c iife . 1993. has vowed not to play 
eciu- -r - M | ip Germany. Her attacker. 

>. 0^ (janther Parchc. was not 
«rtoa sentenced to jail time for the 

.ri . 


Muster loses at Italian indoors 


l s,: ' n ^ tOU 

n "°rker r , - . 

=nd inn. J J cl F- enw 
, .. J nn ?at^‘ Seles began her comeback 
, lfle deoinj, u by whining Canadian Open 
-ai ia,tfs 'inr i 3 St summer. Since then she 
en ?m etTl ' has reached the 1995 U.S. 
rebuild the i Open final and won this 
2 Peer re\| C ^ year's Australian Open. 

Ocj •>- K 

,? 

'h«. : 

h . cr - sister 

\ sen, "° r 'ict p. 

T 

*• l Hc has 

^•‘hancemm,.;,: 

Jlum Krorgn. 


The U.S. Fed Cup team 
musat win in Austria, and 
Germany prevail against 
Japan in opening-round 
matches April 27-28 to set up 
a semifinal clash July 13-14. 

"Wc arc on a collision 
course." King said of the two 
teams, who are both heavy 
favourites in the opening 
round. 

With that in mind, talks 
with Fed Cup officials have 
already been initiated by 
U.S. officials, according to 
King, who appeared at a 
news conference to promote 
HBO's Wimbledon coverage 
team of King, Martina Nav- 
ratilova and Mary Ciriilo. 

"We have already put in a 
request a long time ago that 
we want to work through 
rhis.” said King. “I really do 
not want to go to Germany. I 
would hope we could resolve 
this.” 

King is counting on having 
Seles as the United States 
-seeks its first Cup title since 
1990 and 15th overall. Last 
year the U.S. team, without 
Seles, lost in the final in 


Spain. 

"We need her if we are 
going to win the whole 
thing." King said. “From ev- 
erything that Monica tells 
me. and she has told the 
world, she wants to play." 

Seles has stated her in- 
terest in playing Fed Cup so. 
she could be eligible to play 
in the Olympics this summer. 
She had been on the team for 
last year's final, but withdrew 
with a knee injury just days 
before the first match. 

King said she is also eyeing 
Jennifer Capriati, who has 
not played regularly since 
1993 as she battled personal 
problems and undergone 
drug rehabilitation, as a pos- 
sibility for the U.S. team's 
first-round tie in Salzburg. 

"1 think she will want to 
play," King said of Capriati, 
who reached the quarter- 
finals last week at Essen. 
Germany, in her first tourna- 
ment in more than a year. 

"I hope both (Seles and 
Capriati) are available be- 
cause we have to have our 
best team," said King. 
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MILAN (AP) — Top-seeded 
Thomas Muster was upset by 
Italy's Andrea Gaudenzi 6-3, 
64 in the first round Italian 
indoors ATP tournament 
Monday night. 

Italian fans went wild at 
Milan's Palatrussardi Arena 
as t/re 22-year-old local p lay- 
er. ranked 35th in the ATP 
computer and unseeded in 
the tournament, upset the 
No. 2 player in the world in 1 
hour, IS minutes. 

It was the second consecu- 
tive first-round elimination 
Muster, who lost to San- 
Stolle in Dubai earlier 
month. 

i, who trains with 
because both players 
iwvre the same manager, 
tirtfee the Austrian in the 
s&th game of the first set and 
m:V^e : ijfih game of the 
second fora dear-cut victory. 

Tte^ ilralian player was 
omreVjidw^&U. and precise 
from.tfc fesclne and served 
well iWfaB rSfi g te r alternated 
good;' shots with 

seyejal^i^raprf backhand 

^ ^Setter and re- 
nt I did not tajee 
in the first seE" 
ter, who recently 
1 spot in the ATP 
Sampras. 

said his brief reign 
in the world dis- 

Im from tennis. 

Hf£s overly busy with 
», with my sponsors, 
rihgjad I can fully devoie to 
tennis .again," Muster said. 

Gaudenzi earned a second- 
round berth against his Ita- 
lian Davis Cup teammate, 
Renzo Furlan, who defeated 
Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland 
in three sets in an earlier 
match. Furian, who won the 
deqtive match in Italy’s 3-2 
upset of Russia in the Davis 
cspf4pfeated Hlasek 6-4. 3- 
6,-5-i. 

In other first-round match- 
es of the $814,250 tourna- 
ment, Guy Forget made short' 
work of fellow Frenchman 


Jerome Hanquez 6-3, 6-4; 
France’s Amaud Boetsch de- 
feated Belgian qualifier Dick 
Norman 7-6 (7-3). 6-4; and 
Adrian Voinea of Romania 
downed Spaniard Javier San- 
chez 6-2. 5-7. 6.3. 

Voinea. who lost the 
second set after building a 5-2 
lead, rallied from 0-2 to win 
the decisive third set. 

"I played aggressively and 
l took risks to beat Muster." 
Gaudezni said. "Tliomas was 
not 100 per cent tonight, and 
when he‘s not in his top 
physical form he can be 
beaten. It's a pity that there is 
an all-Italian second round 
and that either me or Renzo 
must be eliminated." 

Furlan. who reached his 
highest ATP ranking ever — 


No. 24 — this month, said he 
was looking forward to 
breaking into the top 2(1. 

A day specialist who's 
doing increasingly well on 
hard courts, Furlan was a 
losing quarterfinulist against 
Croat big server Goran Iva- 
nisevic in Antwerp last week. 

Ivanisevic, who lost the 
Antwerp final to Michael 
Srich Sunday, is the No. 4 
seed in Milan. 

Stich, who is playing his 
third ATP tournament since 
he suffered a bad ankle injury 
last October, is the No. 7 in 
the Italian indoors with Boris 
Becker No. 2 and Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov No. 3. 

The Italian indoors awards 
a top prize of $128,000. 



Men's tennis rankings 


1. Pete Sampras (USA) 4,805 

2. Thomas Muster (Aut) 4,474 

3. Andre Agassi (USA) 4,432 

4. Boris Becker GEr) 3,881 

. 5.. . Mfchatf Chang (USA) .......... 2UTC0 

6. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 2,587 

7. Jim Courier (USA » :..2 t 369 1 

8. Yevgeni Kafelnikov (Rus) 2,368 

9. Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 2,233 

10. Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 1,965 

11 . Sopgi Bruguera (Spa) 1,685 

12. Michael Stich (Gert 1,579 

13. Andrei Medvedev (Ukr) 1,451 

14. Marc Rosset (Swi) 1,421 

15. Todd Martin (USA) 1398 

16. Amaud Boetsch (Fra) 1385 

17. Alberto Costa (Spa) 1364 

18. MaliVai Washington (USA) 1317 

19. Gilbert Schaller (Aut) 1,291 

20. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 1,252 

21. Mark Philfppoussis (Aus) 1,178 

22. Marcelo Rios (Chi) 1,171 

23. Jan Siemerink (Ned) 1,137 

24. Renzo Furlan (Ita) 1,109 

25. Mark Woodforde (Aus) 1,098 

26. Magnus Larsson (Swe) 1,092 

27. Jonas Bjorkman (Swe) 1,026 

28. Bohdan Ulhirach (Cze) 1,001 

29. Tood Woodbridge (Aus) 987 

30. Byron Black (Zim) 986 
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_ t German 
r RE t L ^ boxers to 
Kg challenge 
IBF 

BONN ( R) — A ruling by the 
International Boxing Federa- 
tion (IBF) denying Germany 
heavyweight Axef Schulz an 
early rematch against Frans 
Botha was a “low blow" and 
would be challenged. Ger- 
many's Association of Profes- 
sional Boxers said on Tues- 
day. 

The association's vice pres- 
ident Mario Hille said his 
group would fight Monday's 
IBF ruling that South African 
Botha, the reigning cham- 
pion, must fight American 
Michael Moorer first. 

"This is a low blow for 
fairness in boxing," Hille told 
RTL television. "We ... will 
meet by Wednesday at the 
latest and make clear we will 
ot allow this. It's incredible 
how quickly the IBF changed 
its mind." 


rn » 1 


M=*=» 



On Saturday, the IBF 
oiled that Botha could keep 
his crown despite taking ana- 
bolic steroids before his fight 
with Schulz Iasi December. 

The IBF fined Botha 
$50,000. saying it felt the 
South African did not know 
the medicine a doctor had 
prescribed him was a steroid. 
It ordered him to give Schulz 
a rematch w'ithin ISO days 
with the winner going on to 
fieht Moorer. 


f LUXURIOUS APARTMENT FOR RENT — , 

A 170 square metre first floor apartment (furnished 
or unfurnished), consisting of two bedrooms, salon 
and dining area, sitting room, two bathrooms, 
glassed-in verandas, central heating, and 
telephone. Location: Jabal Amman, between the 
4th and 5th Circles 

Please call Tel. 819704, 827690. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI 

Situated in a quiet area. First floor. Consists of 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms, reception and 
dining room, sitting room with veranda, kitchen 
with balcony, garage and a separate domestic 
bedroom and bathroom on the ground floor. 
Separate water, electricity and heating. 

Tel: 623585 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Spacious, semi-furnished, centrally-located villa in 
die Shmeisani area is available for rent. 9 1 consists 
of three bedrooms and separate quarters for a 
maid, two phone lines plus air- conditioning. 

9 f interested, please call 695346 
between S a.m. and 2 p.m. or 079- 
2S2S5 afterwards . 


VILLA TO LET 

A 2 level villa that has been rented to foreigners 
and journalists is now available for rent. Location: 
Ancient part of Jabal Amman, First Circle, near Bani 
Hamida. 

Three bedrooms, 2 baths, guest room, spacious 
dining room, large kitchen with balcony, servant's 
room, garden, complete central heating and solar 
system water, telephone line. 

For more information, please call 615934 
and telefax 690846, Azzam Hijazi 


Weah 

escapes 

death 

IMPER1A. Italy (AP) — 
Golden Ball winner George 
Weah and AC Milan team- 
male Patrick Vieira escaped 
a one-car accident Monday 
without serious injury, re- 
ports said. 

The car skidded and 
crashed against a guard-rail 
just outside Imperia, 40 
kilometres from the French 
border. A police official 
said Weah was driving. 

Police initially said Weah 
was accompanied by French 
teammate Marcel Desaiily, 
but later the team said the 
passenger was Vieira, the 
ANSA news agency re- 
ported. 

We ah’s car was travelling 
on the Savona-Ventimiglia 
highway, according to a 
police ■ inspector who re- 
fused to give his full name. 

Weah, 30, scored for the 
fourth straight match in Ita- 
lian first division leader 
Milan's 1-1 draw_i»unday 
with Juventus. 


Spurs, 

Forest 
in FA 
clash today 

LONDON (AFP) — Ruel 
Fox could plunge Gerry 
Francis into a tactical crisis if 
he fails to recover from injury 
in time for Wednesday 
night's FA Cup fifth round tie 
at Nottingham Forest. 

The £4 million winger has 
missed training since damag- 
ing a leg muscle near the end 
of Tottenham's 1-0 Pre- 
miership victory over Shef- 
field Wednesday on Satur- 
day. 

If he is ruled out it would 
mean Francis going into one 
of Spurs' most important 
matches of the season with- 
out his first-choice flank men. 

Former Wednesday winger 
Andy Sinton is cup-tied so 
Ronny Rosenthal, substitute 
on Saturday, stands by for a 
recall. 

“Foxy has a bit of a dead 
leg ana/ we probably' won't 
know tmtfl the last moment 
whether he can make it," said 
Francis. "It’s a bit worrying 
because we are getting short 
of players at the moment." 


Ferdinand hits back at Newcastle 
critics following Asprilla ruling 


LONDON (AFP) — Newcastle could be without their 
controversial £7 million Colombian World Cup star Faustino 
Asprilla for the most vital phase of the title run-in. 

Bur Les Ferdinand has hit back at the sceptics who are 
predicting that Newcastle's rirtc challenge will run our of 
steam. 

The Premiership leaders have had their advantage at the top 
of the table cut to four points after losing 2-0 at West Ham and 
scraping a 3-3 draw at Manchester City, while rivals Manches- 
ter United have won their last eight games. 

But Ferdinand, who has netted 25 times season, dismissed 
suggestions that nerves could lead to rhe Magpies losing their 
grip on the title. 

"There’s no doom and gloom among the Newcastle pla\- 
ers," said the £o million striker. “There isn't a side in the 
Premiership who would swap places with us. 

"We are disappointed at only picking up one point from our 
matches at West Ham and Manchester City but we didn’t play 
badly in either game. 

"I suppose Manchester United and the rest are hoping we 
will lose our nerve. Well I've a message for them — we 
won't." 

Asprilla could be on the sidelines for up to six matches after 
being charged with misconduct by the Football Association 
following incidents in the 3-3 draw at Maine Road on 
Saturday. 

The South American striker and Manchester City skipper 


Keith Curie have both been charged after clashing twice. 

Asprilla. making only his second full appearance for 
Newcastle after his move from Parma, has been charged with 
two counts of misconduct and Curie with one. 

Meanwhile, former St James's Park skipper Glenn Roeder 
urged Newcastle that trying to change the ways of Asprilla 
could work against them. 

Ex-Watford manager Roeder knows all about the South 
American temperament as he was given the task of looking 
after Mirandinha when the Brazilian arrived in the North East 
in the I9S0&. 

Roeder said: "You’ll never change Asprilla. You'll just 
have to accept him and try to understand him. 

"South Americans are a different breed. Newcastle can talk 
until they are blue in the face but they won’t change him. 

“And Asprilla will now find, like Mirandinha, that, because 
of his background, defenders in the Premiership will try and 
wind him up." 

Asprilla has stringently denied there had been any intend to 
injure Curie in the first dash, although he did not discuss the 
butting incident. 

He explained: "I was trying to push him away and trying to 
escape. He had his arms around me and I wanted to get free. 

"AH I was trying to do was avoid him. I was pushing and 
pushing but I didn’t know 1 had hit him in the face. 

"It certainly wasn't my intention to elbow him — and what I 
did wasn't that strong." 



Venezuelan Felix Hernandez screams In celebration on 
Monday, after his team classified to the final round o f the 
South American Olympics qualifying championship. Vene- 


zuela's match against Chile ended in a 0-0 draw. Two teams 
will qualify for the Atlanta 1996 Olympics. (Reuters photo) 


HONDA FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID 

Honda Civic Hatchback 1993, silver metalic, 
92 HP, central lock, elect, sunroof, elect, 
mirrors and windows, air condition, 33,000 
km, JD 6,900 or nearest offer. 

Tel: 819452, after 12 noon 


TO LET 

Two-bedroom furnished apartment with 
telephone and separate central heating. 
Location:' Jabal Amman between 4th and 
5th Circles. 

For more information please call Tel: 825924 


Hangar For Lease 


Site: include hangar ( 1 000 sq.m ). yard ( 1 200 sq.m), 
offices ( 160 sq.m). 

Suitabe for: factory/intemal and external storage 
Location: next to Mercedes company ( al Rageeb). 

Contact 861841 or visit location 







db9>Mnljri2jl uLq_ r.tSaiB 
Amman International Hotel 
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'Discover... 

Zhe West 

Disco Uar in c 'own 


Tel: 841712 




Jordan Phosphate Mines 

Co., Ltd. 

announces the invitation to Tender 
No: 9F/96 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
9F/96, for the supply of: 

(One mobile air compressor) 
The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply 
Department, until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Thursday 14th March 1996. Application 
for documents should be accompanied 
by a non-refundable fee of JD (15) for 
each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time Thursday 21 
March 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Female Cabin Crew 
Dubai 

Emirate., dw award- winning and npilllv expanding 
iittiriuiional airline of die Unite. I Arab Emirate*, 
seeks to recruit female cabin m-w. 

Since it> launch in T Q $5, Emirates has developed from a 
regional carrier serving jun three destinations to become 
one of die world's lasti-sr growing international airlines 
with a route network spanning uver 35 destination*. 
Candidates should meet the following criteria: 

• Educated to Diploma or Unuersin level. • Minimum 
age 21 tears, maximum 30 tears. • Single. 

• Height: Between 5’ V t !b0 cmsi and a' 10" <178 cms>. 

• Proportionate height ' weight ratio and good 
Complexion • Good ewsi^hi without glasses (lanraa 
kn.a jk jaeprMet. • Fluency in written and spoken 
English ar.d Arabic is essential. • Minimum one year 
customer sen ice is essential. 

These positions are based in Dubai, the most 
cosmopolitan of Arabian Gulf cities, well-known for its 
high standard of lit ing. Benefit:, include a Competitive 
tax-free salary, furnished a,... uni modal inn. 30 days’ annual 
l.-j-.e, medical care, duty transport, industry personal 
naif! lacilities and end soritce grantin'. 

AppU in English to the address given below, giving full 
details of your previous experience and qualification* Tor 
the position and enclosing recent full -length and 
passport -si/e photographs i in co/eurl and a contact 
telephone number. Applications must be received within 
1 5 diy:, quoting the reference code ‘FCC/JT’. 

The Recfuimem Superintendent ilFSl, EmirJio. P. O. Btn tii'O. 

Duhji. United Iwb EmirjiiX 
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Tlas accuses Israel of 
obstinacy ahead of talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria has accused Israel of 
obstinacy and expects no ma- 
jor results from -the new 
round of peace talks with the 
Jewish state opening in the 
United States on Wednesday. 

Defence Minister Lieute- 
nant General Mustafa Tias 
said Syria will never cede any 
of its demands during the 
peace talks, including its call 
for full Israeli withdrawal 
from the Gofen Heights. 

“Syria will never abandon 
any of its rights and will 
confront with big confidence 
any developments or changes 
and will never allow any force 
whatever it is to harm its 
sovereignty or dignity." he' 
said in remarks published by 
official newspapers on Tues- 
day. 

The reports said Gen. Tlas 
was speaking to Syrian sol- 
diers stationed in Lebanon 
during a visit on Monday. 

Syria has 35.000 troops in 
Lebanon which is also in- 
volved in slow-moving peace 
talks with Israel. 

Gen. Tias accused Israel of 
conducting “a policy of ob- 
stinacy and manoeuvring at 
the peace negotiations and of 
making aggressions against 
the brothers in South Leba- 
non to evade the require- 
ments of peace/' 

Syrian and Israeli nego- 
tiators have already arrived 
in Washington to fake part in 
the talks due to be held in. 
Maryland near the U.S. 
capital with the participation 
of the U.S. 

Official Syrian newspapers 
said the talks would not result 
in any major developments 
because Israeli leaders were 
ur.ablc ro rake any important 
decisions ls thev 'vere busv 


with general elections due in 
May. 

“With a notable lack of 
enthusiasm and very low ex- 
pectations, the next round of 
Syrian-Israeli talks .will begin 
at Wye Plantation, Maryland 
tomorrow/' the English- 
language daily Syria Times 
said. 

“The problem is simply the 
Israeli decision to hold early 
elections for the Knesset,” it 
said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who leads in 
opinion polls after taking 
over from assassinated Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 
November, moved up elec- 
tions to May 29 from Octo- 
ber. 

But Mr. Peres’ popularity 
has deteriorated according to 
latest polls after bomb 
attacks by the Hamas group 
which killed 25 people. 

The Syrian press said the 
bombs should provide a mo- 
tive for Peres to work for a 
just and comprehensive 
peace. 

Syria Times on Tuesday 
urged Mr. Peres to commit 
himself to foil withdrawal 
from the Golan Heights. 

“The government of Shi- 
mon Peres should show itself 
ready to return to its earlier 
land-for-peace commitment 
even during election cam- 
paign time/' Syria Times 
said. 

Officials said the Maryland 
talks would focus on security 
arrangements which would 
back up a possible peace deal 
between Syria and Israel. 

In addition to the security 
arrangements the talks, 
which opened in late 1991, 
are stalled over the fate of the 
Golan and the nature of fu- 


ture ties. 

Syria wants foil withdrawal 
from the Golan and says 
security arrangements should 
be equal and balanced. Israel 
would not reveal the extent 
of pullback until Damascus 
agrees to establish foil nor- 
mal ties with the Jewish state. 

“Syria is not expecting any 
breakthrough because the 
Israelis are too busy with the 
elections/' a Syrian official, 
who declined to be named, 
told AFP on Tuesday. 

“There is nothing in the 
Israeli position that indicates 
possible progress on the thor- 
ny issues/’ the official said, 
adding however, that any 
breakthrough depended on 
the role that Washington 
would play. 

At the end of a peace 
mission to Syria and Israel 
earlier this month. U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher pledged foil U.S. 
support to help the two arch- 
enemies make peace. He said 
he would participate in the 
Wye talks. 

A well-informed Syrian 
source stressed that the con- 
sequences of the Israeli 
general elections on future 
security arrangements be- 
tween Israel and Syria remain 
unclear. 

“The talks will freeze be- 
cause die Israelis will slow 
down the rhythm and the 
United States will not be able 
to do anything in this case/’ 
said a Western diplomat in 
Damascus. 

“It is also difficult to pre- 
dict the results of these elec- 
tions although there is a good 
chance that Peres will win 
them/' the diplomat said. 


Hariri orders security forces • 
to counter union strike threat 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese government on 
Tuesday ordered the army to 
enforce' security across the 
country over the next three 
months as well as a ban on 
demonstrations ahead of a 
general strike. Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri said. 

He was speaking at the end 
of an emergency meeting cal- 
led to examine a request by 
the powerful Genera! Con- 
federation of Workers 
(CGTL) to hold street pro- 
tests despite a ban imposed in 
1993. 

The CGTL. which repre- 
sents 22 trade unions and 
claims more than 200,000 
members, has called a gener- 
al strike for Thursday over 
pay and political reforms. 
There was no immediate 
reaction from the confedera- 
tion. 

“The cabinet took a deci- 
sion today to enforce the ban 
on street protests and have 
given the army instructions to 
be responsible for security 
over three months," Mr. 
Hariri told a press confer- 
ence. 

"It is clear to us that the 
CGTL decided to defy the 
authorities by calling for de- 
monstrations/' said Mr. 
Hariri, whose predecessor 
Omar Karami was forced to 
step down in 1992 after vio- 
lent street demonstrations by 
workers in Beirut. 

i he CGTL announced 


Monday its intention to go 
ahead with its nationwide 
strike to “defend liberties 
and our daily bread" and 
urged the government to re- 
voke the ban on demonstra- 
tions. 

It is demanding a 76 per 
cent increase in wages for the 
public and private sector, 
doubling minimum wages 
from . 250.000 ■ pounds 
(around $160) to 500.000 
pounds, as well as political 
and social reforms. 

Backed by deputies, 
opposition forces and several 
professional unions, it is also 
opposed to a government de- 
cision taken earlier this year 
to reorganise the private 
media — a move which 
would reduce television sta- 
tions from 50 to six and radio 
stations from more than 100 
to 12. 

The wealthy association of 
heads of private enterprises 
as well as the 80.000-member 
“autonomous services’’ — 
state-owned agencies which 
run their own budgets — are 
however among the CGTL's 
opponents. 

“There is no going back to 
anarchy." which prevailed 
during the 1977-1990 civil 
war, Mr. Hariri declared. 

"Those who dream of turn- 
ing back the clock must know 
that this will never happen as 
long as we are here. And to 
them we say no. no, no to 
anarchy. No. no. no to a 


return to the past." 

Mr. Hariri dismissed 
mounting criticism of his gov- 
ernment. which has come 
under repeated attack by 
CGTL leaders and the 
opposition over its vast post- 
war reconstruction program- 
me. 

“There are daily attempts 
to show that this govern- 
ment's only concern is infras- 
tructure projects as if these 
• projects are not meant for the 
people and to improve their 
lives/’ Mr. Hariri said. 

The billionaire prime 
minister, who inaugurated a 
mid-town bridge on Monday 
to ease traffic congestion in 
Beirut, stressed that “roads, 
bridges, electricity projects 
are visible achievements by 
the government.” 

“Our action shows that we 
are not bloodsuckers." he 
said. 

On July 19 the army stop- 
ped protests from taking 
place during a day-long 
nationwide strike called by 
the CGTL. surrounding un- 
ion headquarters and firing 
warning shots in the air. 

The July marches, called to 
protest a 30 per cent hike in 
petrol prices, prompted the 
biggest security operation 
since the end of the war. Nine 
people were slightly hurt in 
confrontations with troops 
and anti-riot police and more 
than 100 demonstrators 
rounded up. They were later 
freed. 



NEW SANCTIONS: A group of Cuban- Americans visiting Cuba exchange theix 
tickets home from Havana to Miami for tickets to Nassau, in the Bahamas, on 
Tuesday. There -was confusion at the airport after U.S. President Bill Clinton 
announced the suspension of flights between Havana and Miami as part of the 

E unitive measures in the wake of Cuba's shooting down of two civilian planes 
elonging to "Brothers to the Rescue." (see page one) (Reuter photo) 


Arafat: Israeli extremists 
helped suicide bombings 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Palesti- 
nian President Yasser Arafat 
has cold foreign diplomats 
that Israeli and Muslim ex- 
tremists were responsible for 
Sunday's suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem and Ashkelon, 
according to an Israeli press 
report. 

According to the report, 
which appeared in Tuesday's 
English-language Jerusalem 
Post daily, Mr. Arafat told 
the diplomats that he was 
sure the Israeli “fanatics" be- 
longing to a shadowy group 
of ex-Israel army soldiers cal- 
led Organisation i'Armee 
.Secret (OAS) supplied Mus- 
lim extremists with explo- 
sives, which, he said, “were 
not available anywhere in the 
world.” 

“Only superman could 
have done it without Israeli 
aid,” the U.N.'s top diplomat 
in Palestinian-ruled areas, 
Terje Larsen, quoted Mr. 
Arafat as having told him at a 
meeting on Monday. 

“He alleges there is a con- 
spiracy between Palestinian 
and Israeli extremist ele- 
ments ” Mr. Larsen said. 

The Jerusalem Post quoted 
Israeli Foreign Minister Ehud 

Egyptians' 
rights are 
violated in 
Gulf - report 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Egyp- 
tian Organisation for Hu m a n 
Rights denounced “violations 
of the rights" of Egyptian 
workers abroad, blaming 
I both Cairo and Arab Gulf 
governments for their plight 
1 in a report issued Monday. 

“The violations of the 
rights of Egyptian workers in 
the Arab oil-producing coun- 
tries, especially in the Gulf, 
in the last few years reflects 
the lack of political and legal 
protection for them," the 
study said. 

The rights group blamed 
the violations on “neglect by 
the Egyptian government 
which foils to guarantee these 
workers’ rights and the lack 
of legislation assuring their 
rights in the host countries.” 

It denounced in particular 
the “sponsor system in the 
Gulf which reflects the discri- 
mination between workers 
with citizenship in the host 
country and immigrants.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Barak dismissing Mr. Ara- 
fat's allegations, saying that 
the Palestinian leader should 
take care of his' extremists 
and Israel will take care of its 
own. 

The Post reported that Mr. 
Arafat told the diplomats - 
that he would do all he could 
to track down foe killers. 

Some of the diplomats, 
which the paper quoted, told 
Mr. Arafat that be should 
regard the suicide bombings 
as a breach of an agreement 
which he had with Islamic 
militants who had promised 
the Palestinian president to 
cease attacks. 

Mr. Arafat explained to 
. the diplomats that the recent 
attacks came in retaliation for 
Israel's killing of Hamas’ 
Yahya Ayash, dubbed “the 
engineer,’’ the paper said, 
adding that Mr. Arafat de- 
scribed his talks with Hamas 
on violence as “compli- 
cated." 

The paper added that Mr. 
Arafat dismissed what the 
diplomats perceived as an in- 
evitable victory for the Likud 
Party in May elections if the 
attacks against Israel con- 
tinued. 


Hamas, the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, claimed re- 
sponsibility for the bombing 
on Sunday that killed 24 peo- 
ple on a Jerusalem bus and 
one person at an army hitch- 
hiking post in Asheklon, 
southern Israel. Both bom- 
bers were also killed. 

“He (Arafat) said the 
bomb was too sophisticated 
to be done by Palestinians 
alone and that it was unbe- 
lievable to him that the bomb 
got into the bus without some 
Israeli cooperation," Mr. 
Larsen told Reuters. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres and U.S. Ambas- 
sador Martin Indyk accused 
Mr. Arafat on Monday of not 
doing enough to stop the 
violence. 

In a statement after the 
attacks on Sunday, the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity charged that militant 
opponents on both sides of 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
deals were cooperating. 

Mr. Larsen said: “Arafat 
told me in a meeting that the 
Palestinian Authority’s top 
priority and his personal top 
priority was security — and 
security for Israelis, his part- 
ners/' 


89 killed 
in Sudan 
air crash 


KHARTOUM. (AP) - A- 
military plane crashed in 
Sudan, killing all 89 passen- 
gers and crew on board, tne 
Sudanese army said in a com- 
munique Tuesday. 

The plane, identified as a 
Hercules transport, had been 
cleared to land Monday night 
at Khartoum airport when it 
went down about 38 
kilometres south of the capit- 
al. the statement said. 

The cause of the crash was 
not immediately known, but . 
witnesses were quoted as 
saying the plane was on fire 
as it fell from the sky. 

The cr&sh occurred at ab- 
out 6:55 p.m. (1655 GMT) 
Monday, or 10 minutes be- 
fore the plane was due to 
land, the communique said. 

“The (army's) general 
command carried out the. 
necessary measures to locate 
the plane," the statement 
said. It said debris was found 
near the village of Jabal Au- 
lia and that the plane was 
“totally burned, and all per- 
sons on board martyred/' 

The transport was en route 
from the town of Obeid. 
which is 380 kilometres 
southwest of Khartoum, re- 
ports in Khartoum said. They 
said the area where the plane 
went down is hilly. 

There was no breakdown 
on how many passengers and 
crew members were aboard. 
Some of the passengers could 
have been civilians, who 
often ride on military planes 
because of the lack of other 
transport. 

Western governments have 
eliminated all the emergency 
aid to the country, one of the 
poorest in Africa, and both 
the United States and rhe 
European Union (EU) ban 
military sales. 

The army, as a result, has 
suffered from shortages of 
equipment as well as spare 
parts. 

There was no suggestion 
that the crash was related to 
unrest in Sudan. 


Serb leader accused of terror 
attack in war crimes tribunal 


THE HAGUE (Agencies) — 
The U.N. war crimes tribunal 
on Tuesday heard bow a 
shock rocket attack on Zag- 
reb ordered last year by Kra- 
jina Serb leader Milan Martic 
sprayed the city centre with 
lethal shrapnel that left seven 
lying dead in the streets. 

Graphic video footage shot 
immediately after the first of 
two attacks on May 2 and 3, 
1995, pictured a woman face 
down in a pool of her own 
blood, killed as she waited 
for a tram. 

The tribunal is expected to 
hear the testimony of survi- 
vors during three days of 
hearings which began on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Martic is charged with 
ordering the attacks in re- 
taliation for a Croatian offen- 
sive against the breakaway 
Krajina Serbs and was in- 
dicted for war crimes last 
July. 

The tribunal said in its in- 
dictment last July that Mr. 
Martic ordered the rockets be 
fitted with cluster bomb war- 
heads. 

The bombs are designed to 


burst into a shower of hun- 
dreds of explosive parts 
which scatter over a large 
area when they hit the 
ground, making them ineffec- 
tive against armour but de- 
vastating when used against 
people — in this case, civi- 
lians. 

The Yugoslav government 
meanwhile announced that it 
was lifting sanctions imposed 
18 months ago against rebel 
Serbs in Bosnia- 
Herzegovma. 

The lifting of the sanctions- 
took effect at midnight Tues- 
day. 

The announcement came 
as the United Nations pre- 
pared to suspend economic 
sanctions imposed on the 
Serbs by the international 
community. 

Bosnian Serbs meanwhile 
continued to flow out of 
Sarajevo suburbs due to re- 
vert to government bands in 
the coming days as the’Red 
Cross announced an 
emergency aid for the 
thousands of displaced. 

Civilian trucks queued up 
at the eastern entrance of the 


city Tuesday to make their 
way through government- 
. held parts of Sarajevo under 
NATO security arrange- 
ments, to reach the suburbs 
that are still in Serb hands. 

By arrangement with 
NATO commanders, Bos- 
nian Serb military and civi- 
lian vehicles are using direct 
routes running through gov- 
ernment territory to reach 
die suburbs where thousands 
are preparing to leave. 

Tens of thousands of Serbs 
have already left the city. 
Most are fleeing, fearful of 
retribution for the capital’s 
brutal siege from those Mus- 
lims who will return home as 
authority in five of Sarajevo's 
suburbs passes to the mainly 
Muslim government by 
March 19. 

Responding to the gather- 
ing humanitarian crisis, the 
International Committee for 
the Red Cross (ICRC) laun- 
ched an emergency program- 
me of aid. 

Mobile ICRC medical un- 
its have been set up along key 
routes in Republika Srpska, 
the Serbs’ rebel state. 


Hussein Kamel’s draft charter called for sweeping changes in Iraq 


By Serene Halasa 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Shortly after his 
defection to Jordan in August 
of last year. Hussein Kamel 
called on the Iraqi opposition 
to meet with him to discuss a 
draft charter for the future of 
Iraq in a post-Saddam era. 

The 38^page document, 
which he wrote during his 
six-month exile in Jordan cal- 
led for a change in Iraq based 
on democracy, pluralism, and 
freedom. It strongly conde- 
mned the current regime, de- 
scribing it as a single-handed 
dictatorship. 

He clearly wanted the 
opposition to meet with him 
to discuss the draft. He be- 
lieved it could be used as a 
basis for a new political life in 
Iraq. 

'He blatantly accused the 
current regime of causing 
horrors ?nd leading Iraq to its 
current - .Luation. He wrote 
that iivq had been dragged 
into war too often: th2t its 
people nave suffered for too 
long. a~z that i* was high 
time for change. & 

’ He wro-e he believed that 
change could come through, 
••first, organising the work of 
the opposition. second, 
munsfring -he struggle to 


completely uproot the cur- 
rent regime/' 

It was not clear to what 
extent the draft was circu- 
lated among Iraqi exiles be- 
fore Hussein Kamel returned 
to Iraq last week and was 
killed. 

“The new political regime 
in Iraq should be a free, 
democratic regime based on 
political pluralism, peaceful 
coexistence, and strict adher- 
ence to the civic, political, 
economic, and social rights of 
all (Iraqi) citizens,” he wrote 
in foe document, a copy of 
which was obtained by the 
Jordan Times. 

He said Iraq was in a maze 
driven to it by the current 
one-man regime, that 
through its “internal repres- 
sive irresponsible policies, 
and its continuous involve- 
' merit in war has caused Iraq’s 
Arab and international isola- 
tion." 

He call for the formation of 
what he called "a higher 
council to save Iraq” to lead 
the opposition movement 
and change the current reg- 
ime. 

He said he was motivated 
to write this draft charter 
because of the policies that 
the current regime had 
adopted since it came to pow- 


“It is a pity that all the 
political regimes in modern 
Iraq expressed solely their 
own will, instead of that of 
their people. They have neg- 
lected to respect the rights 
and aspirations of the masses. 
Since July 17, 1968 (since 
Saddam Hussein took power) 
the political regime has 
adopted yet another policy 
which is a war polity,” he 
wrote. “This policy has led to 
the destruction of eur nation 
instead of its progress.” 

He said he was motivated 
by a new vision aimed at 
saving Iraq from “autocratic" 
rule by creating an alternate 
atmosphere based on pure 
democracy. 

He clearly highlighted the 
Kurdish-Iraqi problem and 

called on the need to solve it 
in a way that would ensure 
“the rights of Iraqis of Kur- 
dish origins.” He said the 
proposed council would play 
a major role in promoting 
democracy, and creating a 
state of freedom, law. and 
institutions based on the re- 
spect for human life and- 
minorities. 

“National diversity is not 
something Iraq alone enjoys, 
but it is common to o;:her 


nations around the world. 
This is the bare reality that 
calls on us to lay the founda- 
tion of brotherly Arab- 
Kurdish relations based on 
national unity and gives us a 
chance to gain from other 
nations’ experiences in that 
field,” he wrote. 

He called for dialogue with 
“our Kurdish brethren" that 
would guarantee their inde- 

S indent identity, and rights. 

e said that after this is done 
in a way that ensures their 
foil rights, then the council 
should move on to a higher 
cause which is the national 
interest. 

“We should commit to the 
basics. of democracy in 
achieving our national in- 
terest. Steering away from 
democracy not only leads to 
autocracy, but also to the 
forfeiture of public freedoms 
and the spread of rumour and 
fear among the masses,” he 
wrote. 

The kind of democracy, he 
said the council would adopt 
was a democracy that be- 
lieves in a multi-party system, 
with respect for the opinion 
of others; one that encour- 
ages a parliamentary life, and 
free elections. 

“Free elections are the 


only way to voice the wishes 
of tiie majority while preserv- 
ing the rights of the minor- 
ity,” he wrote. 

He also called for the 
separation of the executive, 
legislative and judiciary pow- 
ers in order to allow for the 
total indpendence of the 
judiciary system. 

“The democracy the coun- 
cil calls for is one that guaran- 
tees the rights of all ethnic 
and religious minorities, and 
looks upon them equally in 
the eyes of the law," he 
wrote. 

In the charter he also 
touched on the rights and 
freedoms of thought, reli- 
gion, opinion and expression 
of Iracps. He wrote “every 
Iraqi has the right to hold his 
officials to account for their 
-actions. Every Iraqi should 
be protected by law, and is 
granted a free and fair trial. 
Every Iraqi has a right to a 
citizenship and a passport 
which cannot be withdrawn 
except by law.’’ 

He said Iraqis had the right 
to work and strike if they felt 
their rights were not granted, 
he said. They also had the 
right to organise themselves 
in unions, and to get social 
security in cases of unem- 
ployment, sickness, injury, or 


old age. 

He wrote that he felt 
democracy would not be 
complete without freedom of 
trade. “We should encourage 
persona] initiatives, and rein- 
force the economy without 
allowing the government to 
interfere except in cases that 
would benefit the national 
interest." 

As for the freedom of the 
press, he said that he be- 
lieved there should be a high 
degree of freedom of express- 
ion. and allowing the express- 
ion of the other opinion with- 
in the boundaries of the con- 
stitution. “Irresponsible free- 
dom could lead to anarchy,” 
he wrote. 

He said that the media 
should never be exploited to 
achieve political aims, but 
should serve as a forum for 
expression. 

The higher council to save 
Iraq, he wrote, would believe 
that the military should never 
get involved in politics. 
“Allowing the army to get 
involved in political life has 
set a precedent in the politic- 
al life of Iraq, and we have 
seen the consequences of that 
involvement/' he wrote. 
“The army's main duty is to 


block of ice on j gP'JSfi 
Danish beach J3 

*l“ 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) 

A pair of beachc 
came across a large blockfL-nje 25 
of ice encasing a — ‘ 

corpse in soutijeastear***^ 
Denmark, police said ^ 
Tuesday. The man, with g / 
Asian features, was found 
on the beach in Roedvig 
and was being examined by 
coroners who were expect- 
ed to take several days to A, 
identify him. police said. gf 
Inspector Bruno Juul- w 
Pedersen speculated that L/ 
the death was “apparently 
(the result of) a crime that HfO 
took place a few weeks nU £7 
ago, even if the victim 
bears no apparent signs of a 

knifing or bullets in 
body.” The death was prob- A 
ably not a suicide, as peo- ,pA|l t 
pie “rarely strip completely A 1 
naked when they want 
end their lives,” Inspect 
Juul-Pedersen said. The Pr©** * 1 
man was aged between 20 j 
and 25, thin, and - 1.85 fiflOC/ 1 - 
metres (about six feet) tall, . 
with black hair and dark 
skin. The couple who dis : w 
covered the body were . . 
walking along the shore to B> ha « 
look at ice blocks in the psal :V w ' 
Baltic Sea. First they saw a- _ 
human foot then the entire r _ 

body frozen in the ice. 

cerumen: 

China lays claim e.® ,ir J 3!:a - 

• ■ Sc freedom? 

to Lee s Berlin film J e , n der-i 
award 

. j> smiths 

BEUING (R) —Beijing 
effectively laid claim to the } / •' ' 
1996 Berlin International JL -L/*' 
Film Festival’s coveted 
Golden Bear Award Tues- ® -Lou 
day, describing winning ^ t0 ' 
director Ang Lee as hailing ^ 3 j 
from China. The Taiwanese ^ p 

•director won an tmpiecen- ^ C 
dented second Golden Bear • C 
for best picture Mooday ^ n : 


pioicu. me nation and not be 
used as a tool to repress its 
people, and terminate politic- 
al rivals." 

. In the charter, he outlined 
the role of the internal secur- 
ity apparatus saying that it 
should serve as a public ser- 
vant by providing security, 
and upholding the law rather 
than using it as a tool of 
repression. 

He also touched on Iraq's 
regional and international 
role, encouraging a “policy of 
neighbourly relations with 
Muslim Turkey and Iran." 

He said he would like to 
see Iraq play a major role in 
promoting Muslim causes 
and helping Islamic nations 
around the world. 

He also envisaged an Iraq 
that “respected the United 
Nations charter, and laws, as 
well as international agree- 
ments." He called for the 
elimination of weapons of 
mass destruction, insisting 
that this region become a 
weapons-ffee zone. 

The charter also touched 
on the rights of women, the 
nght of freedom of religion, 
promoting the arts and cul- 
ture, and encouraging free 
government-sponsored 
education. 


BEUING (R) — Beijing .*** 
effectively laid claim to the } 
1996 Beriin International JL' 
Film Festival’s coveted ^ 
Golden Bear Award Tues- * - f “. 
day, describing winning ^ 
director Ang Lee as hailing 
from China. The Taiwanese ^ £ 
•director won an tmpiecen- ± 
dented second Golden Bear • ^ 
for best picture Mooday ^ 
with Sense And Sensftffity, i m : 
an American-British pro- J in- 
duction based on the novrff 
by 19th century British 1 oe 
writer Jane Austen, ksU 

won the award in 1993 fix 5=50 
The Wedding Banquet. L , 0 

China’s official Xinhua \ 

News Agency reported 
Lee’s success as a victory ^ 
for China, calling him ? a ^ 
“Chinese director .:.. Bom 
China’s Taiwan province". ^ 
The Chinese mainlan d and 
Taiwan have bad no offi- -h 
cial ties since 1949, when 
the Chinese Nationalists, fcpa 

vanquished by: the Com- fc 

munists in a cavil war, took ■ % 
refuge on the "offshore ! 
island. Both maintain that 
Taiwan is a part of China. J* 
China’s embraceofLees ^ * 

Sense And Sensibility con- £ * 

trusted with the arm’s 
length coverage it gave his ^ r 
Golden Bear for The Wed- 3 ^ 
ding Banquet, a sympathet- 
ic comedy about a gay ftor 
Taiwanese man and his dis- fe fa 
approving parents. It was pvem 
never released on the main- ®*!e ; 
land, where homosexuality Jjal 
remains a taboo. State me- 
dia that did report the 1993 jj Pu 
award identified Lee a sj 
Taiwanese, not Chinese.. 
and reserved their acco- 
lodes for mainland directi# Mr 
'Xie Fei, a co-winner of the ** v 
Golden Bear that year for ~ 
his The Woman From The Lq, 
Lake Of Scented Souls. , 

Yan Hao of China woo ite Hi j 
runner- up Silver Bear 
Award for best director L 
with The Sun Has Eats fjM 
Xinhua was careful to note 
other China connections at 
the Berlin festival, saying . » 
the 1 1 international jurors 
included Chinese- Amen ' 
can actress Joan Chem wh° ria^ 
grew up in Shanghai, and day L 
Hong Kong director Ann j*? 
Hui. -• Blent , 


mcmaea t.nmese-/uncu' ^ 
can actress Joan Chem wh° 
grew up in Shanghai, and da y L 
Hong Koog director Ann ppg 
Hui. •• oie nr(3 
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Ethiopian street 
trader gives' birth- ^he 
to sextupteis . CrJ 

: • . . ^nisti 

ADDIS ABABA#). -A 1 Bov err 

35-year-old whiopian ■, 
street trader gaye^tnith ro *rs f r , 
•sextuplets Monday ^ 81 3 * r «ndi 
hospital in Addis Abate M 
one of the ba® :.^ jS l 's 
shortly after biit^®^ £}$ 
said. The nfficSfcai ^ 

Black Lion Hosm®# ^ 
Ethiopian 

remaining fiye-f^P 160 - Lei 
between 


(2.31 lbs)' ; 
grammes (L7_< 
were in good co 
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